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Department of Public Charities and Correction, 
Comer of Third avenue and Eleventh street, 

New York, May 1, 1872 

Hon. A. Oakey Hall, 

Mayor : 

Sib. — ^I have the honor to transmit herewith, in conformity with 
section 31, article 4 of the act of May 5, 1870, entitled "An act to re- 
organize the local government of the City of New York," the annual 
report of this department. With great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

ISAAC BELL, 

PresidmL 



"^Gl&Sik 
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Department of Public Chabities and Correction, 

New York, June 18, 1872. 

To the Hon. A. Oakey Hall, 

Mayor of tlte City of New York. 

The Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction, in con- 
formity with the Act of May 5, 1870, entitled " An Act to reorganize 
the Local Government of the City of New York," respectfully submit 
their 

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

During the year 1871 there were received into the several Institu- 
tions of the Department, as follows : — 

HOSPITALS. 

Reception Hospital, City HaU Park 1,905 

99th Street, (opened in 

December) 

Bellevue Hospital, 26th Street 7,514 

Charity " BlackweU's Island. . . 5,999 

SmaU-pox " " "... 2,526 

Typhus Fever " " "... 252 

Incurable " " "... 177 
Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital, BlackweU's 

Island 297 

Carried forward 18,670 



n 

Brought forward 18,670 

Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island 2,023 

City Insane, Ward's Island, (opened in Dec.) 

Nursery Hospital, Bandall's Island 617 

Patients treated at their homes by the De- 
partment Physicians 5,645 

Patients treated at Bureau for Out-door Sick 17,717 

44,672 



ALMS-HOUSES AND ASYLUMS. 

Alms-houses, Blackwell's Island 3,716 

Blind Asylum, " " 149 

Nurseries, Randall's " 2,965 

Infants Asylum, " " 2,213 

Soldiers' Home, Ward's " 855 

Inebriate Asylum, " " 1,718 

Idiot " RandaU's " 181 

Believed by Superintendent of Out-door 

Poor 19,157 

30,954 

SCHOOLS. 

Nautical School 681 

Industrial School, Hart's Island 942 

Idiot " Randall's Island 115 

1,738 

REFORMATORIES AND PRISONS. 

City Prisons, City 51,466 

Work-house, Blackwell's Island 21,182 

Penitentiary " " 2,368 

75,016 



in 

LABOR BUREAU. 



Employment obtained for 43,058 

The annual census of the foregoing classes has been as follows: — 



Hospitals, Asylamsaiid 
^Q ISeries 

Patients treated at their 
homes 

Patients treated at Bu- 
reau for OQtdoor sick 

Nautical and Industrial 
Schools 

Alms-houses. 

Destitute relieved by 
Superintendent of 
Out-door Poor 

Labor provided for. . . 

Prisons and Reformato- 
ries 



1865. 

• 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


23,047 


20,662 


20,690 


21,744 


25,163 
708 


30,149 
4,585 






4.435 


9,650 


17,050 


16,850 


5,087 


4,646 


4,033 


60 
4,135 


696 
4,203 


1,741 
4,315 


23,034 


19,977 


17,390 


24,338 


33,262 
14,978 


22,782 
34,804 


53,632 


58,865 


66,092 


65,882 


63,834 


71,849 


104,800 


104,150 


112,640 


125,809 


159,994 


187,075 



1871. 

29,402 

5,645 

17,717 

1.623 
3,716 



19,167 
43,058 

75,016 
195,334 



The constant population of the following classes have averaged— 



Hospitals, Schools, Asy- 
lums, and Nurseries. 
Prisons 



1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


5,048 
1,584 


5,202 
1,576 


5,094 
1,619 


5,278 
1,347 


5,670 
1,671 


6,858 
1,982 


6,632 


6,778 


6,613 


6,625 


7,341 


8,840 



1871. 



6,173 
2,081 



8,264 



The current expenses incurred for the maintenance of the several 
classes of Institutions have been as foUows: — 





1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


186a 


1869. 


1870. 


1871. 


ChariUble Institutions 
Oorrectionai *' 


9 

741,078 
147,890 


$ 

705,656 
161,554 


$ 

681,945 
198,050 


$ 

767,561 
181,329 


$ 

756,237 
217,195 


1 1 

$ 

913,611 
292,747 


$ 

820,788 
243,202 




888,963 


867,210 


879,995 


948,890 


973,432 


1,206,358 


1,063,990 



rv 



The tax per capita . on the popnlation of the City for the current 
expenses of the Institutions has been — 



POFXTLATIOK. 


760,000 


790,000. 


820,000. 


860,000. 


920,000. 


960.000. 


1,000,000. 




1866. 


1866. 


1867. 


1898. 


1869. 


1870. 


1871. 


Charitable Institutions 
Correctional " 


cents. 
97 
19 


c. m; 
89 35 
20 04 


e. m. 
82 11 
24 14 


c m. 
88 12 
21 09 


c m. 
82 
23 02 


c. m. 
95 2 
30 


c. m. 
82 
24 03 



There are five general hospitals for medical and surgical cases, 
besides the Bureau for the Outdoor sick, and six special hospitals for 
specific and contagious diseases. 

The capacity of the general hospitals is for 2,480 beds, and of the 
special hospitals for 943 beds. The capacity of the Insane Asylums 
is for 1,400 patients, and of the Infants Asylum for 450 infants. 

The number of patients treated during the year in the general 

hospitals was 16,222 

Of whom were discharged 13,087 

died 1,764 

' 14,861 



Eemaining 1st January, 1872 1,371 



The number treated in the special hospitals was 

Of whom were discharged 1,368 

" died 277 



1,865 



Bemaining 1st January, 1872 



The number of lunatics treated in the asylums was. . . 

Of whom were discharged 620 

died 171 



1,645 



220 



2,023 



791 



Remaining 1st January, 1872 1,232 



At the Morgae, or receptacle for the unknown dead, there were 
received 214 persons, of whom 127 were identified by their friends. 

The reports of the Medical Officers and Wardens of the several 
hospitals and asylums, which are herewith forwarded, contain detailed 
statements of the character of the diseases treated, and the percent- 
age of cures and of deaths. 

By the report of the Examining Physician, who examines and assigns 
to the several hospitals patients applying for admission, there were 
518 fraudulent applications^ or applications from 518 persons simida- 
ting disease. 

HOSPITALS. 

The Beception Hospital, in the City HaU Park, for the reception of 
persons wounded or taken ill in the streets, was found to be of so much 
benefit in saving life, that the Commissioners in December last estab- 
lished a similar hospital in Ninety-ninth street, near the Tenth avenue. 
The number of patients received during the year at the Park Hospital 
was 1,902, and the number received at the Ninety-ninth street Hos- 
pital, between the 1st December, 1871, and the 1st June, 1872, was 137. 

The organization of the two Beception Hospitals has, with the Am- 
bulance Corps, perfected the system of relief for street casualties. No 
accident affecting the person of a citizen in the public streets can occur, 
of which the Medical Officers of the Department are not instantly 
informed by telegraph, or for which instant relief is not provided. 

The number of persons wounded or seriously ill in the streets, and 
conveyed to the Hospitals or their homes by ambulance in care of the 
Physicians of the Department, was 1,566 — from 



First Ward. 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seraotb 

Eighth 



•f 



u 



u 



•« 



280 
ti7 
68 

147 
76 

132 
44 
77 



Ninth 


Ward... 


.. 22 


Seventeenth Ward 63 


Tenth 


• • • 


.. 52 


Eighteenth " 56 


Eleventh 


u 


.. 35 


Nineteenth " 54 


Twelfth 


il 


.. 57 


Twentieth " 110 


Thirteenth 


u 


.. 25 


Twenty-first " 69 


Fourteenth 


u 


.. 43 


Twenty-second " .... 37 


Fifteenth 


l< 


.. 26 


— ~ 


Sixteenth 


• t 


. . 36 


Total Cases. . . . 1^66 



n 



In 1869 the Commissioners divided the City into eleven medical dis- 
tricts, and appointed to each a Besident Physician, whose duty is to 
visit at their homes and prescribe for the sick poor of his district. 

The service for the year has been as follows:— 



1st D 


iBtric 


if comprising 1, 


2, 3, 4, 5 Ward8->Dr. Thos. G. Hohnes 


556 


patients. 


2d 


it 


•t 


6 


ti 


" L. D. Sproat. . . . 


370 


it 


3d 


tt 


(i 


7.13 


i» 


•* H. Raphael 


897 


it 


4th 


ti 


i( 


8, 9, 15 


a 


" W. P. Ackerman 


169 


tt 


5th 


it 


ti 


10, 14 


ti 


** C. W.Badeau... 


804 


it 


6th 


it 


»i 


11,17 


ti 


*' D. Brekes 


1,331 


u 


7th 


tt 


tt 


16,20 


ti 


** A. L.Raime7... 


375 


tt 


8th 


M 


(t 


18,21 


it 


" W.B. Emerson.. 


399 


M 


9th 


• ( 


(. 


12 


it 


** W. P. Wooster.. 


490 


tt 


10th 


it 


u 


19 


It 


" G. H. BuUer. . . . 


483 


tt 


11th 


it 


ti 


22 


•i 


** J.C. Joy 


271 


it 



5,645 " 

Drs. J. W. Buell and M. A. Bailey of the Ninety-ninth street Recep- 
tion Hospital serve gratuitously as District Physicians in the area 
west of Eighth avenue, from Fifty-ninth to One Hundred and Thir- 
tieth streets. 

Under this organization the sick poor have the benefit of continuous 
attendance at their homes by skillful physicians resident in their neigh- 
borhood ; and by the generous offer of the Medical Board of Bellevue 
Hospital, they have the further advantage of the prompt and gratui- 
tous services in consultation of the most distinguished physicians and 
surgeons in the City. Aside from the alleviation to the sufferings of 
the patients in being treated at their homes, and nursed by their rela- 
tives, instead of at a hospital, the economical advantages to the De- 
partment are important. By the returns of the District Physicians 
the number of patients kept from the hospitals through their attend- 
ance during the year was 1,324. The average sojourn of a patient in 
a hospital is forty days, and the daily expense of maintenance is 30 
cents, or for the number stated about $16,000. The expenses incuri^ed 
were — for Salaries of District Physicians $5,500 00 

Medicines 692 95 

$6,192 95 



vir 

Hie relapsing fever, a new and contagions disease, which appeared 
in the City in the spring of 1870, and, though rarely fatal, cansed much 
alarm, has entirely disappeared. During the year 1871 there were in 
hospital but 89 cases, against 1,673 cases in the preceding year. That 
transient and partial epidemic has been followed by one more general 
and fatal — small-pox, of which there were in hospital for 1870 but 
977 cases, has pervaded the City. There were received in 1871 in the 
hospitals, 2,526 cases, and since the 1st January to 1st June instant, 
there have been received 1,832 cases. The buildings assigned to this 
disease were found inadequate for the increasing number of patients, 
and a large temporary structure was erected for the summer months. 
As the winter approached without any abatement of the disease, two 
additional hospitals, of the a^regate length of 313 feet, were erected, 
capable of receiving 230 patients. Hospital accommodation is now 
provided for 500 small*pox patients. 

The contagious character of the disease requires that the patients 
should be strictly isolated; and in cases where the isolation cannot be 
complete, the law and the public health demand their transfer to the 
hospital The painful duty of separating the members of a family, and 
compelling the sick, by force if necessary, to be removed to a distant 
hospital, and there debarred from the visits of their friends, for the same 
reason which caused their removal, devolves on the officers of the 
Board of Health. The duty has been discharged, so far as the Commis- 
sioners have observed, with tenderness and care, though the compid- 
aory transfer has added greatly to the imaginary horrors of a small- 
pox hospital A portion of the public press, careless of the effect 
produced, has published statements touching the administration of 
the hospital which have spread terror among the more ignorant and 
excitable classes of the population. Every instance of alleged neglect 
has been made the subject of investigation, and its falsity demonstra- 
ted ; the hospitals have been pei-sonally visited by the Commissioners 
when crowded with patients, and committees of physicians, distin- 
goished for their professional as weU as personal character, have ex- 
amined and favorably reported on the conduct of the hospitals. It is 



vm 

the practice of the Commissioners to scratinize, very closely, all re- 
quisitions for the institutions in their charge, and to assent to none 
that may be deemed unnecessary ; but in the case of the Small-pox 
Hospital it is the rule of the Board to grant everything, that in the 
opinion of the Physician in charge, will minister to the comfort or cure 
of the patients ; and since the outbreak of the epidemic there has not 
been an instance of refusal or even of delay. But perhaps no more 
conclusive proofs of the general good management of the hospital can 
be adduced than the rate of mortality there as compared with the 
mortality in the city. The rules so wisely adopted by the Board of 
Health to prevent the spread of the disease, exempt chiefly the rich or 
those in good circumstances from the necessity of sending their mem- 
bers iU of small-pox to the hospital. It is to be assumed that such pa- 
tients have the benefit of skillful physicians, faithful nurses, and 
proper diet, yet the mortaUty in the city has been, according to 
the official report of Dr. Morris, City Sanitary Inspector, 35^ per cent., 
while the rate at the hospital has been but 21 1-10 per cent. 



SmIlltPOX.— 1871. 



New York City 

Blackwell's Island Hospital 

BrooklTD City 

*' Hospital 

PhUadelphia City 

*' Hospital 



Cases 


No. of 


Treated. 


Deaths. 


484 


171 


2^26 


533 


861 


373 


939 


179 


8,114 


1,879 


1,Z27 


361 



Death Rate. 



35.33 
21.10 
43.32 
19.06 
23,15 
29.42 



The abrupt diminution of the annual appropriation by the Board 
of Apportionment, on the 30th May, 1871, from $1,495,000 to $934,000, 
compelled the delay of many needed improvements and repairs in the 
hospitals of the department. The suppUes of clothing, bedding, and 
other articles, were limited in Bellevue and Charity Hospitals, and 
all other Institutions, except the Small-pox Hospital, to the bare 
requirements from day to day of the inmates. Since the first of Jan- 
uary of the present year the deficiencies have in some degree been 
supplied, and by the 1st of August abimdant provision will have been 
made for all the Institutions of the Department. 
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The great mortality of the infants consigned to the care of the 
Commissioners was, in former years, a subject of deep solicitude. 
Prior to 1866 the death rate of foundlings was 85 per cent. In 1868 
an asylum was erected specially for infants, and placed in the medical 
charge of a Besident Physician, and of an Advisory Medical Board. 
Under their judicious administration the mortahty has steadily dimin- 
ished. 

The Infants are classified as 
Foundlings, and 
Mother's Children, or children nursed by their mothers. 

The mortahty of foundlings in 

1868, was 76.77 per cent. 

1869, " 70.32 

1870, " 58.99 

1871, " 38.53 



« 



« 



tt 



tt 



tt 



And of mother's children, 

1868, was 20.57 per cent. 

1869, " 20.44 

1870, " 15.06 

1871, " 12.26 

In 1869, Dr. Jacobi, a member of the Medical Board of the Infants 
Hospital, visited Europe, and at the instance of his colleagues and of 
this Commission, he examined the Infant Asylums of England and 
the Continent, and embodied his observations in a report replete with 
interesting and valuable matter, and showing, conclusively, that the 
large aggr^ation of children under six years of age is fatal to life. 
In his. report he states that the mortahty of foundlings in the hospitals 
or asylums of Europe, was in 

789, in Paris, died before the end of the first year, 60 per cent. 



« 



C( 



811, in Vienna, 
817, in Madrid, 
798, in Dublin, 

830, in Si Petersburgh, 
817, in Brussels, '' 

831, in Moscow, " 



M 



92 
67 
98 
60 
66 
66 



<c 



« 



In the Foundling Hospital of Lyons, the mortality is, 

1st year, 23 pr. ct., or 3 years 47 pr. ct. wet nnrae feeding. 
Paris, 1st " 53 " or 3 "66 " mixed 
Rheims,l8t " 63 " or 3 " 71 " artificial 

The conclusions of Dr. Jacobi, after an exhaustive examination of 
the subject of Infants Asylums are, that a large mortality is inevitahley 
if infants be gathered together in large numbers, whatever may be the 
mode of feeding, and that they ought to be nursed in separate dwell- 
ings in the coimtry. In accordance with these views the Commission- 
ers have commenced the practice of boarding infants at private and 
separate dwellings in Westchester County. Fifty children have been 
placed in charge of nurses, under the supervision of a physician living 
in their vicinity. It is the duty of the physician to visit each infant 
at least once a week, and whenever ill. The time which has elapsed 
since the system has been established has been too brief to determine 
practically its advantages, but thus far the children have thriven, and 
tlie experiment promises to be satis&ctory. 





ASYLUMS. 




« 

The number of Lunatics 


in care 


of the 


Department was, in 


January 1861, 1,142 patients. 

•' 1862,.... 805 
" 1863,.... 769 
" 1864,.... 771 
« 1865,.... 759 
" 1866,.... 736 


January 1867, 767 patients. 

1868,.... 917 
1869, .... 1,035 
1870, .... 1,181 
1871, .... 1,805 



In 1862 a large number of harmless insane were transferred to the 
Alms-houses. In 1869 the survivors were re-transferred to the asy- 
lum for better treatment, and that they might be imder the direct su- 
pervision of the Eesident Physician. 

The Limatic Asylum, on Ward's Island, which has been in course 
of construction for the past three years was completed, and in part 
occupied in December last. The asylum consists, of a central atl- 
ministration building, and four wings. The central building is fifty 
feet broad and two hundred feet long, and four stories high, exclusive 
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of the basement, which is from nine to seventeen feet high. Two of 
the wings are in a line and connected with the central building by 
fire proof corridors, of sixteen by twenty-four feet, and two stories high, 
and two wings connected and at right angles with the first mentioned 
wings. The building if extended in line would average one thousand 
and ninety feet in length, forty-five feet in breadth, and forty-five feet 
above the basement in height. The style of the building, which is 
very effective, is the middle pointed Gt)thic ; it is faced with Coller- 
burgh brick, relieved by bands and arch-stones of Cleveland stone. 
It is heated by steam and lighted with gas, and embraces the latest 
improvements of hospitals for the insane. The boiler house, laim- 
dry, engine-room, and Wards for the employees is one hundred and 
sixty feet long, fifty-two feet wide and thirty feet high. The cost of 
the whole structure is $842,020 16. 

Since the completion of the Ward's Island Asylum the male lunatics 
who were on Blackwell's Island have been transferred to the new 
Asylum. 

The question of the separation of the sexes in the treatment of the 
insane has caused much discussion among aUenists, and though not 
definitely settled, the argument appears to be in favor of their entire 
separation. The assignment of the females to the asylum on Black- 
well's Island, and of males to that on Ward's Island will be a practical 
test of the advantages claimed by the advocates of the separate sys- 
tem, among whom is Dr. Kirkbride, the distinguished Physician of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane. 

The Legislature, at the session of 1864, directed the Commissioners 
to provide an asylum ^for the reformation of inebriates. In pursu- 
ance of the law then passed, a building was erected on Ward's Island 
and opened for the reception of inebriates in 1868. Ample provision 
was made for all classes of patients ; for the rich, who desired the 
comforts to which they had been accustomed, as well as for those in 
middling circumstances and for the poor. In their Annual Keport for 
1869 the Commissioners stated, that though the time which had 
elapsed since the Institution had been opened was too brief to deter- 



mine accuratelj its value as a means of cure, they apprehended from 
the experience that had been acquired that the expectations of the 
more ardent advocates of Inebriate Asylums woidd hardly be justified 
by the residts, for that habitual drunkenness is a moral as well as 
physical disease, for which there is no specific, except the resolute 
determination of the patient ; and that in the large majority of cases 
which Had come under their, observation there was no desire for amend- 
ment. The Commissioners are constrained to state that further ex- 
perience has confirmed the opinion then expressed. While many 
patients have been discharged cured, the larger proportion have de- 
rived but Uttle benefit from their residence at the asylum. And this 
result seems inevitable. A public institution for inebriates must be 
open to all classes, to the habitual drunkard committed by a magis- 
trate, and not only who has no desire to amend his life, but exults in his 
debauchdlries, as well as to those who are sincerely desirous to reform. 
Unhappily the larger number are of the former class. The prevailing 
sentiment is, therefore, unfavorable to the great object of the institu- 
tion, and has a discouraging influence on those who seek the asylum 
as a means of reformation. It is beUeved that private institutions 
with limited numbers of voluntary patients, will be found much more 
efficient, and that under the charge of judicious superintendents the 
patients will encourage and sustain each other in their efforts to amend 
their habits of life. But irrespective of the question whether a large 
asylum is an effective means for the cure of inebriates, it seems to be 
a necessary adjimct to the public institutions of a great city. Provi- 
sion ought to be made, other than in Lunatic Asylums and Work 
Houses, for such as cannot from infirmity of purpose abstain from 
drunkenness and from bringing disgrace on their families and friends. 

One wing of the Inebriate Asylum has been assigned to the Invalid 
Soldiers, who served during the late war in regiments raised in the 
City of New York. Their number has varied during the past year 
from 200 to 375 men. On the 1st January there were 340 men in the 
asylum. 

The School of the Idiot Asylum has abundantly vindicated the 
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wisdom of its appointment. There are daily gathered over one himdred 
children, who, when they entered the asylum were without a ray of in- 
telligence. Through the skill and patient attention of the Principal, 
Miss Dunphy, and her assistants, they have learned to read and 
write. They have made some progress in arithmetic, geography, and 
history, and sufficient mental abihty has been developed in many of 
their number to redeem them from the class of idiots. 

ALMS-HOUSES. 

Admission to the Alms-houses is restricted to the old and infirm 
destitute. The able-bodied who apply for public maintenance are 
committed to the Work-house, where they are required to labor, or 
temporary relief is granted to them by the Superintendent of Out 
door Poor, after a careful scrutiny into their condition by officers 
appointed for that purpose. 

The number of inmates in the Alms-house on 

January 1, 1850, was 1,313, or 1 in 423 of the population. 

1, 1860, " 1,613, " 1 " 432 

1, 1870, " 1,114, " 1 " 808 

1, 1872, " 1,190, " 1 " 840 

The Legislature appropriated $12,500 for the relief of the Blind 
resident in New York, for three years, which was distributed as 
follows : — 

To 15 Blind persons, having 5 minor children, @ $40 — $ 600 
« 58 " " " 3 " " " 35— 2,030 
" 136 " " " 1, or less than 3, " 25— 3,400 
" 312 " " without children, " 20— 6,240 



$12,270 



OUT-DOOR RELIEF. 



The expediency of granting out-door relief has long been a mooted 
qnestion. It has been held that relief so administered must inevita- 
bly be indiscriminate, and that impostors, or those who do not require 
wigtance, will as readily obtain money from public charity as the 
destitate, and that it is the sure and fruitful source of pauperism. The 
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same objection appKes to all modes of public assistance, whether by 
out-door relief or through alms-houses and hospitals, for all have 
the tendency to encourage in a greater or lesser degree the reliance of 
the poor on public beneficence. The argument against out-door 
relief is lai^ely based on the assumption that all pubUc charities are 
improper, and that the sick and the destitute should be remanded 
back to their condition before the advent of Christianity, when there 
were neither hospitals for the sick, or alms-houses for the destitute, 
or reformatories for the erring. If aid in any form, whether pubUc or 
private, be lavish or indiscriminate, there can be no question that pau- 
perism will increase, and it is only by wise discrimination, both in the 
objects of relief and in the kind and measure of relief granted, that 
pauperism instead of increasing may be diminished. 

The destitute comprises several classes. They are — ^the old and 
infirm incapable of labor, the able-bodied single without employment, 
vagrants, the infirm or widows with large families of minor children. 
The first class, or those from old age or infirmity unable to work, are 
sent to the Alms-houses, the able-bodied single and without employ- 
ment and vagrants are committed to the Work-house, and the last 
class mentioned are granted temporary out-door relief, after a careful 
examination into the circumstances of each applicant. It is the uni- 
form experience of overseers of the poor that a person entering an 
Alms-house loses all self-reliance, and becomes thenceforth a pauper 
or a vagrant. He finds it so pleasant to live without exertion that he 
will make none, and he becomes a charge on pubHc charity for life. 
Hence, no person is admitted to the Alms-house but such as from infir- 
mities are incapable of earning a livelihood. The able-bodied and 
vagrants are committed to the Work-house, where, though well fed 
and clothed, they are admonished by compulsory and constant labor, 
that industry and thrift are, on the whole, more profitable than sloth 
and heedlessness. 

For the relief of the out-door poor the City is divided into eleven 
districts, and a visitor to the poor appointed to each. It is the duty 
of these officers to examine personally into the condition of every ap- 
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plicant for relief resident in their respective districts, and to report 
thereon, in writing, to the Superintendent of Out-door Poor, setting 
forth the number dependent on the applicant, for support, the causes 
of destitution, and the amount of relief, and the time for which it 
should be granted ; and while the applicant is receiving assistance it is 
his duty, from time to time, to visit him; and if the applicant shall have 
obtained work, or other assistance, to so report to the Superintendent. 

The periods of relief are once in two weeks, and the sums paid at 
each period are from one to two dollars to each family. The number 
of families receiving relief for the longest period — forty weeks — was 
fifty. 

By reference to the report of the Superintendent of Out-door Poor, 
herewith submitted, it will be seen that during the year there has 
been relieved 

5,051 Families, comprising 
1,710 Adult males, 
4,405 " females, 
6,132 Male children, 
6,910 Female " 

19,157 Persons. 

Six hundred and seventy-four families were refused aid for the fol- 
lowing reasons : 

No urgent need 428 

Fraudulent 138 

Absenf from stated residence 51 

Chai^eable to Commissioners of Emigration . 58 

675 

The applicants for relief are divided into three classes : 

Ist. — ^Those in temporary need from want of employment, hav- 
ing families dependent on them for support. 
2d. — ^Widows with children dependent on them. 
3d. — ^The sick and aged. 

The following table shows the number of families relieved, the num- 



XVI 



ber of times they were relieved, the amount paid, and the aggregate 
expenditure. 



1st Class 



2d Class 



No. of 
Families. 



3d Class 



70 

1,009 

562 

111 

40 

61 

868 

350 

152 

560 
125 
162 
173 
lU 
149 
465 
50 



No. of 

Times 

Believed. 



1 

7 

8 

12 

1 
3 
6 

7 
10 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
20 



Amount 
Paid. 



$1 

II 50 

(C 

(( 
(( 



12 



Total. 



I 70 

7,063 
4,496 
1,332 



00 
00 
00 
00 



I 60 

274 
7,812 
3,675 
2,280 



00 
50 
00 
00 
00 



12,961 00 



$1,120 
500 
972 
1,384 
1,440 
1,788 
6,510 
2,000 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



14,101 50 



15,714 00 



$42,776 50 



It will be 


seen 


that relief was 


granted 


to 






670 families once daring the year, 


amounting to 


$1,250 00 


125 




twice " 


a 




(( 


500 00 


223 




three times 


(( 




(( 


1,246 50 


173 




four " 


(( 


• 


¥ 


1,384 00 


lU 




five 


(( 




it 


1,440 00 


1,017 




six " 


(( 




<i 


9,600 00 


1,824 




seven " 


(( 




« 


17,248 00 


562 




eight " 


(( 




(( 


4,496 00 


152 




ten 


(( 




(( 


2,280 00 


111 




twelve " 


a 




(C 


1,332 00 


50 




twenty " 


(( 




u 


2,000 00 



5,051 families, comprising 19,157 persons, $42,776 50 

and that the average amount paid each family was $8 46. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The Industrial Schools, at Hart's Island, for insubordinate and yicious 
boys, is governed under the general rules of the Board of Education, 
both in respect to discipline and the order of studies. There have 

been received at these schools during the past year 818 boys. 

« 

The School Ship Mercury well fulfills the object of its estabUsh- 
ment. The mode of instruction by actual service at sea rapidly 
teaches the boys the duties of a seaman, and qualifies them in a few 
months to enter the Navy or Mercantile service and obtain a Uvelihood. 
The practice which has been adopted of short trips at sea during the 
summer months, and of a long voyage to warm latitudes from De- 
cember till May, has been found advantageous. Appended to this 
report is a special report of the cruise of the ship during the winter 
of 1870-1. The ship returned from a cruise in the South Atlantic, 
during the winter of 1871- 2, on the 12th May. 

PRISONS. 

The Commissioners have repeatedly, and for many years, directed 
the attention of the Legislature to the defective arrangements, and the 
inadequate capacity of the Tombs, or First District Prison, for the 
detention of persons charged with crime. The prison has been pre- 
sented to the Courts as a nuisance by Grand Juries. Its unhealthy 
location and its insecurity have been the subject of many commimica- 
tions to the Legislatures of the City and the State, and of comments 
by the public press, but neither the representations of the Commis- 
sioners, or of the press, or the action of Grand Juries, have led to the 
adoption of measures for its removal. Designed for the temporary 
detention of not exceeding one hundred and twenty, it is daily crowded 
with four hundred persons, and at mid-summer, during the vacation of 
the Courts, the number is increased to nearly five hundred. The cells, 
barely sufficient for the proper confinement of one, are from the ne- 
cessity of the case required to hold three persons. So limited is the area 
of the prison and so defective its interior structure, that there is room 

neither for the exercise of the prisoners nor for their proper ablution. 
2 
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llie Second District, or Jefferson Market Prison, has in part been 
torn down for the erection of a larger prison. Its speedy completion 
is greatly required, for the number of prisoners in that district is con- 
stantly increasing, and the remains of the old prison are quite inad- 
equate for their confinement. 

The Fifth District, or Harlaem Prison, is unfit for the detention of 
prisoners for a day. The cells are underground, without light and 
without ventilation. Happily the number committed is small, and 
they are permitted to remain but a few hours. 

The Work-house contains persons committed for drunkenness and 
disorderly conduct, and vagrants. To the Work-house are also as- 
signed, during the winter months, persons soUciting charity, who are 
imable to obtain work. The increase of this class from year to year 
is perceptible, and the time is not distant when provision should be 
made for them in a separate building. 

The Commissioners renew their recommendation that the Peniten- 
tiary should be removed to Hart's Island, for the reasons stated in 
their last Annual Beport. It is believed, that in every respect that 
Island is a more eligible site for the confinement of prisoners. Dis- 
tant sixteen miles from the city, and separated by the Soimd from the 
mainland for over a mile, with a sufficient area of land for the em- 
plojment of prisoners, it is free from the multitude of visitors who daily 
visit Blackwell's Island, and whose presence very seriously interferes 
with the discipline of the Penitentiary. 

Bespectfully submitted, 

ISAAC BELL, 
OWEN W. BEENNAN, 
JAS. B. NICHOLSON, 
ALEXANDER FREAR, 
JAMES BOWEN, 

Cammisaioners. 



BECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

OP 

Commissioners of Charities and Correction, 

From Janvary 1, to December 31, 1871. 

Bj Balance Slst December, 1870 $ 54,948 79 

To GomptrDUer, Warrants is^med $1,034,404 83 

*' Appropriation for Blind 12,500 00 

To Garth received for 

** Board for Pay PaUents $ 61,670 67 

" Sales of Groceries 3,125 00 

«< fi^andries— paper, iron, rent of hospital, 

stadents tickets, passage money, etc. 21,770 01 

•* Fines 5,060 00 

*« Interments 423 00 

^ Barrels, casks, etc 2,285 46 

•« Salesof LireStock 1,322 00 

** " Bones and Grease 1,550 45 

^ Support ot Illegitimates 3,206 00 

•* Indenture Fees 7.2 00 

•* Postages 136 00$ 100,620 59 

To sundry Invoices and claims transmitted to »..q ..„ ^n 

Board of Audit for adjustment b^,459 89 

Dec. 31, 1872. By Sundries 1,716,661 36 

$1,771,610 15 
Dec 31, 1872. By Balance 14,375 16 

$1,785,985 31 $1,785,915 31 
Dec SI, 1871. To Balance $14,375 16 
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Board of Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction. 

Balance Sheets ^lat December^ 1871. 

Cash $ 14,376 16 

CJomptroUer $1,617,915 93 

Alma House 63,419 05 

Bakery 1,338 32 

BcUevue Hospital 105,922 02 

Charity Hospital 86,737 62 

Ward's Island Farm 3,640 66 

City Prisons 67,360 15 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital 11,385 35 

Island Improvement 19,686 01 

Lunatic Asylum 143,763 93 

Infants Hospital 49,702 96 

Indigent Blind 6,776 46 

Colored Home 17,356 37 

Garden Bureau 3,950 64, 

Colored Orphan Asylum , 6,670 00 

Incurable Hospital 10,694 94 

Office 94,366 45 

Ont-door Poor 117,218 15 

Penitentiary 67,082 07 

Randall's Island Nursery 38,417 67 

'* " Hospital 43,373 26 

Small-pox Hospital 16,333 03 

Work House 17,303 10 

Steamer Bellevue 4,437 00 

" " repairs 3,102 64 

•* Hope 2,498 63 

Stobles 260 00 

Store House Expenses 6.938 99 

" " Blackwell's Island 3,21 1 66 

Hospital, Outdoor Poor 4,166 46 

Inebriate Asylum 19,922 72 

Printmg Office 2,359 87 

General Drug Department 3,282 70 

Labor Bureau 21,879 30 



Morgue 271 10 

Steamer Minnahanonck 8,137 11 

" " repairs 1,260 78 

Appropriation for Blind 24,338 73 

Indostrial School 30,582 85 

Ambalance Department 3,158 12 

New Lanatic Afljlum buildix^ 330,690 89 

School-Ship Mercury 64,702 90 

" ** repairs 7,687 75 

Permanent Improvements 35,574 83 

Soldier's Retreat 19,709 82 

Fever Hospital 894 98 

Park Reception Hospital 11,426 47 

Gas House 1,267 01 

Ferry House 1,798 99 

Steamer Hope, repairs 1,864 66 

Hart*s Island Improvement 3,318 25 

Photographic Department 67 90 

School-Ship Mercury, wreck 120 38 

Gas Works 3,984 41 

New York City Asylum for the Insane 14.666 40 

Hart's Island Hospitol 2,109 93 

City Cemetery 114 00 

Ward's Island Improvement 3,261 73 

99th Street Reception Hospital 1,489 35 

Lodge, Blackwell's Island 125 29 

Additions and Alterations to Bellevuc Hospital 12,040 84 

Contagious Diseases 22,773 93 

$1,631,923 18 $1,631,923 18 



EXPENDITURES 

. OP THE 

Board of Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction. 

Charged to the foUotoing InstUtUionSy/rom January to December. 

Alms Houses $ 54,390 37 

Bellevue Hospital 122^71 68 

Charity Hospital 88,667 72 

Ward's Island Fann 3,540 66 

« CityPrisons 61^49 01 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital 11.584 05 

Island Improvement 19,586 01 

Lunatic Asylum 147 264 34 

Infants Hospital 52 294 52 

Indigent Blind Asylum 6,776 46 

Colored Home 17,355 37 

** Orphan Asylum 6,570 00 

Incurable Hospital 10,594 94 

Office 98,226 35 

Out-Door Poor 120,939 15 

Penitentiary 62,952 73 

Randall's Island Nursery , 47,186 55 

" " Hospital 43,439 39 

Work House 22,680 72 

Steamer Bell6vue 10,260 86 

« Hope 2,498 53 

Small-pox Hospital 20,266 45 

Stobles, filackwell's Island 260 00 

Store House Expenses 6,938 99 

Hospital, Out-Door Poor 4,166 45 

Inebriate Asplum 37,237 16 

Industrial School 32,079 6C 

Labor Bureau 21,879 30 

Morgue 271 10 

Steamer Minnahanonck, Repairs 1,250 78 

Ambulance Department 3,158 12 

School-ship Mercury, Repairs 7,687 75 
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fehool-ship Mercury 55,809 34 

New Lanmtic Asylam Building 330,690 89 

Permanent Improvement 35^74 83 

Soldier'8 Retreat 19,709 82 

Steamer Bellerue, Repairs 3,102 64 

Printing Office 2,359 87 

Steamer Hope, Repairs 1,564 66 

Appropriation for Blind 36,838 73 

Gas Works and Pipes 3,984 41 

Ferer Hospital 896 48 

Park Reception Hospital 11,434 47 

Gas House 1,257 01 

Ferry House 1,798 99 

Hart's Island Improvement 3,318 25 

Steamer Minnahanonck 13,704 27 

School-ship Mercury, (wreck) 120 38 

Photographic Department 67 90 

N. Y. Ci^ Asylum for the Insane 14.666 40 

Ward^slsland Improvement 3,261 73 

Reception Hospital, 99th street 1,489 35 

Lodge Building, B. 1 125 29 

Addittons and alterations to Bellevue Hospital 12,040 84 

Contagions Diseases 22,773 93 

$1,723,015 54 

Deduct Credits to Institutions for supplies fhmished 6.354 18 

Dishuraemcnts for the year $1,716,661 36 

Mact, on hand, Dec. 31, 1871, Drugs and Medicines $ 13,600 78 

** «i « a a Flour, Malt and Hops 3,687 37 

H u u u u Dry Goods 25,472 88 

" .4 « « u Coal 12,000 00 

54,761 03 

$1,661,900 33 
Miiet amount charged which does not helong to current 

expenses of Department 412,405 97 

$1,249,494 36 

Miict sondry cash receipts 100,620 59 

Expense to the City for the maintenance of the Depart- 
ment, and of Out-Door Poor, for the year 1871 $1,148,873 77 



Board of Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction. 

Disbursements from Jantiarj 1 to December 31, 1871. 



Barley $ 336 05 

Beana 715 05 

Beef, fresh 145,380 58 

** salt 17,444 45 

Boats and repairs 5,589 08 

Brooms and Brushes 2,998 35 

Buildings, and repairs 5 508 76 

Butter 18,925 42 

Candles 290 49 

ChUdren, (nursing in city).. 3,928 80 

Cleaning and office expenses 13,178 33 

Coal, Institutions 72,781 08 

" Out-Door Poor 31,883 70 

Coffee, cocoa, peas, rye, etc. 8,541 00 

Color^ Home Paupers 17,355 37 

" Orphan Asylum 6,570 00 

Combs 90 00 

Crackers 4,610 05 

Crockery, glass, stoneware, etc 3,908 44 

Croton Water Expenses and „ oo2 00 

Steam Heating ' 

Donations to Out-Door Poor . . 42,796 50 

Drugs and Medicines 21,559 89 

Dry Goods 46,890 28 

Eggs 5,745 20 

Farming Implements 310 02 

Feeding Paupers and Prisoners 206 50 

Fish, fresh and salt 4,625 16 

Flour 110.665 84 

Furniture 4,060 51 

Gas Light and Fixtures 7,834 53 

Groceries, small 3,224 21 

Garden seeds 299 10 

Hardware, Jron, steel, etc . . . 7,690 82 

HateandCaps 494 58 

Hay, grain, feed, straw, etc. . 5,881 03 

Hire, extra 5,482 57 

Ice 985 44 

Lard 142 61 

Leather and Findings 3,154 63 

Lime, whitewash 175 50 

Live Stock 2,005 00 

Lumber 11,336 49 

Malt and Hops 134 60 

Marketing for Hospitals 3,652 95 

Mason-work and materials. . . 6,659 10 

Meal, com and oats 10,623 26 

Medical attendance. Lunatic. 221 25 

Milk 33,235 36 

Miscellaneous 7,486 68 

Molasses 4,035 70 

Mutton 27,016 78 



Oil Lamps, kerosene, etc... 3,771 17 

Paints, oil, glass, etc 4,035 33 

Plumbing, Pumps 1.412 39 

Pork, hams, etc 346 51 

Postage and stamps 508 94 

Potatoes and vegetables 12,674 65 

Powder and Safety-fuse 367 56 

RefV*eshments for visitors 1,390 42 

Rice 1,972 63 

Hope, twine, etc 4,629 86 

Salaries, commissioners, war- 
den, superintendents. Phy- 
sicians, clerks, etc 402,105 18 

Salt 1,322 60 

Shoes 12,221 93 

Soap, materials for making. 8^78 28 

Spices 1,089 05 

Starch 108 44 

Stationery, prhiting. etc 6,040 30 

Stoves, ranges, etc 4,837 34 

Subscription and advertising 883 OC 

Sugar 23,032 33 

Surgical Instruments 2,136 60 

Tea 11,589 89 

Tin and Copper- ware 1,757 52 

Tobacco and Snuff 6,955 76 

Transfer of prisoners 2,858 30 

" ** paupers 1,731 76 

Vehicles, harness, etc 4,205 66 

Vinegar 1,221 13 

Wages of mechanics 2,265 75 

Wine, alcohol, brandy, etc. . 9,504 27 

Wood 636 00 

Wooden-ware 916 63 

Str Minnahanonck, repairs.. 227 68 

Island Improvements, B. I. . . 1.724 20 

New Lunatic Asylum Build'g 324,208 09 

School-ship Mercury, repairs 9,047 79 

Ambulance Department 1,756 81 

Permanent Improvements. . . 36,708 66 

Str Bellevue, repairs 1,866 67 

Blind Appropriation 36,838 73 

Hart- s Island Improvements. 3,318 25 

Str Hope, repairs 1.842 23 

School-ship Mercury, wreck 120 38 

Lunatic Asy. Amuscm^t Fund 86 32 

Gas Works 6,211 36 

Contagious Diseases 624 99 

Addition and alterat'n to B.H. 12,040 84 

W. I. Improvement 3,261 73 



$1,716,661 36 



EXAMINATION OFFICE. 



BEPOBT OF EXAMINING PHYSICIAN. 

Examination Office, January 1, 1872. 
Isaac Bell, Esq., 

President of the Board of Commissioners of 

Pvblic Charities and Correction. 

Sir. — I herewith present, for the consideration of your Honorable 
Board, the following annual report of the Examination Office, for the 
year ending December 31, 1871. 

The total number of applicants at this office during the past year 
was 11,702 ; of which number there were admitted to the several Hos- 
pitals of the Department, 10,997 ; referred to the Dispensary for Out- 
door Poor, 187 ; rejected and referred to the Superintendent of Out- 
door Poor, 518. 

The following table shows the number of applicants in each month 
of the year, and the disposition that was made of them : 



Months. 



Jmnaary ... 
Febniary.. 
MftTch..... 

April 

Maj 

June 

Jnlj 

Angnst.... 
Sefrtember, 
OdU>ber... 
NoTember. 
I>eoeinber. 

Total 



Whole No. of 


Admitted to 


Rejected. 


Applicants. 


HospitaL 


944 


874 


60 


886 


828 


55 


912 


852 


48 


910 


855 


39 


1,056 


1,004 


40 • 


930 


884 


39 


1.136 


1,076 


42 


1,080 


1,013 


52 


1,029 


969 


43 


942 


885 


35 


910 


854 


41 


967 


903 


24 


11,702 


10,997 


518 



Keferred to 
Dispensary. 



10 
3 
12 
16 
12 
7 

18 
15 
17 
22 
15 
40 



187 



Of the cases referred to the Superintendent of Ont-door Poor, a 
small number were recommended as fit subjects for the Hospital for 
Incurables. 

That the number so recommended might have been greatly increased 
there is no doubt, but owing to the fact that the patients evince a 
stubborn reluctance to be assigned to any hospital other than Belle- 
vue or Charity, and as many of them have been under treatment in 
one of the above mentioned hospitals in the earlier stages of their 
ailments, I have generally felt constrained to yield to their requests, 
though at times I was conscious of acting in opposition to discreet 
judgment. 

Were this class properly disposed of, it would in a great measure 
relieve the over-crowded wards of Bellevue and Charity Hospitals, and 
help to obviate the objectionable necessity of " doubling," that those 
institutions during the winter months are frequently compelled to re- 
sort to. 

It would also be of an additional advantage in that it would tend 
to check in some degree the habit which is quite prevalent among 
certain classes, of evading their just obligations in sending friends and 
relatives to the hospital (all hope of recovery having been abandoned), 
as the way attended with least expense in disposing of them. 

The cases admitted to hospital were distributed as follows : 

To Bellevue Hospital, 6,480 

" Charity " 4,035 

" Fever " 35 

" Belapsing Fever Hospital 48 

" Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital, 128 

" Small-pox Hospital, 40 

" Work-house (Venereal cases), 231 



Tptal, 10,799 

Great credit is due to Mr. C. Terriberry, the Assistant to this Office, 
in charge of the Reception Pavilions for small-pox and fever cases, 
for the care and attention that he bestowed on the patients, in ad- 
ministering to their wants and comfort, while remaiiiing under his 
charge, and for the skill and ability exercised in discriminating the 
non-infectious from among the cases that were received at the Pavil- 
ions by order of the Board pf Health. 



The cases received at the Keception Pavilions, and transferred 
thence to the Small-pox or Fever Hosi)itals, are not included in the 
above statistics. 

For the records of this office for the month of December I am in- 
debted to my successor, Dr. Peter B. Wyckoff. 

I avail myself of .this occasion to tender my thanks to the Superin- 
tendent of Out-door Poor, and the heads of the various institutions 
with whom I have officially been thrown, for the uniform kindness 
and assistance that I have received at their hands whilst discharging 
the duties of my office. 

In conclusion permit me to express the gratitude I entertain for the 
courtesy and consideration which has always been shown me by the 
individual members of your Honorable Board. 

Very respectfully, 

W. P. ACKEEMAN, 

Examining Physician, 



RECEPTION HOSPITALS. 



Beception Hospitals Centoe street and Ninety-ninth stbeet. 



EEPOET OF WABDEN. 



Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President, Commissiotiers of 

PuUic Charities and Corredion. 

Sir. — It will be found fresh in the recollection of many that some 
eighteen months ago a Beception Hospital, for the ostensible object 
of giving reUef to the suffering poor, was established at Centre street, 
in connection with Bellevue Hospital ; and that in the lower part of 
the city this institution became a virtual necessity, particularly during 
the summer season, when so many of the poor were prostated by 
sun-stroke, and other sudden injuries, and cases of illness. This asy- 
lum was laid out and taken in charge by your Honorable Board. The 
benefits it conferred, as well as the indisputable advantages it be- 
stowed, were very apparent, and gave universal satisfaction. 

To effect this benevolent object, and have it placed on a permanent 
basis, a bill was presented to the Legislature, and imanimously passed 
by that Honorable Body ; and negotiations were opened and speedily 
brought to a successful termination. 

The possession of the unoccupied building on the north-east side of 
City Hall Park, was obtained from the Park Commissioners, who af- 
forded all the facilities at their disposal to your Honorable Body, in 
fitting it up as a provisional shelter, or reception hospital, where those 
requiring immediate relief could be speedily carried and cared for^ 
instead of having to wait for an ambulance to convey them to Bellevue 
Hospital. The project was inaugurated and carried out with all pos- 
sible dispatch, and has proved such a great success, that it would be 
impossible to do justice to the unfortimate sufferers without it. 

This auxiliary was organized and estabUshcd on the most approved 
and thoroughly tested principles, and its workings have proved an un* 



doubted and undeniable success ; and it is still, to use an old adage, in 
"full blast/' affording relief to the poor aflBdcted of our common hu- 
manity. 

It is gratifying to me to be able to state that another new reception 
hospital has just been opened in Ninety-ninth street, near Boulevard, 
by your Honorable Board, and which is also attached to this (BeUevue) 
Hospital, and which will prove a great boon to the poor and distressed 
in the upper part of the city. 

This new institution is built in a rising, populous, and important 
part of the city, consequently, the wants of the thousands of the poorer 
classes will be well cared for. Contiguous to this new institution there 
are about eight or ten thousand laborors daily employed in blasting rock 
and other dangerous work , and instead of having to be taken four or 
five miles for medical or surgical relief when accidents occur, they 
are immediately conveyed there, and receive proper treatment. This 
establishment will be conducted on the most economical principles, 
and will be supplied with all the requisites which are so indispensable 
to an institution of its nature. An ambulance house, stable, and other 
offices, are attached to this building, which are furnished and admi- 
rably equipped. A House and Ambulance Surgeon will reside in the 
building, and will always be on hand to take charge of cases of afflic- 
tion arising from accident or otherwise. There will also be an unin- 
terrapted communication with Bellevue Hospital by telegraph, so that 
in cases of a serious or dangerous nature, the best and ablest surgical 
aid and advice can be had. An orderly and nurse are also on the pre*' 
mises ; and the inmates will be supplied with every comfort which a 
comprehensive system of pubUc charity can supply or furnish. 

In order to keep a sufficient number of vacant beds in this hospital^ 
and as soon as a patient can be removed, they will be transferred to 
Bellevue Hospital. 

This new up town Reception Hospital, in connection with the dowU 
town one in Centre-street, is every thing that could be desired, and 
tends to show the wishes and anxiety of the Commissioners to spend 
the public money entrusted to their care in its proper and legitimate 
channels. 

It certainly must prove a great public comfort and blessing to our 
thousands of poor to know that the public blessings and benefits re' 
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ceive no curtailment in the hands of your Board in these Institutions, 
which have worked so weU and effectually in the City of New York, 
and received the public approval of all good and feeling men. 

Attached to the Ninety-ninth sti'eet Reception Hospital is an Out- 
door Poor Dispensary, wliich will prove a great advantage to the poor 
of the surroimding neighbourhood for miles ; and with a staff of phy- 
sicians and surgeons on the premises, both medical and surgical aid 
will be freely given, together with the requisite medicines, to obtain 
which the poor were compelled to travel a long distance, and pay pretty 
sharply for it. 

Tliis was a matter which occupied the attention of your Honorable 
Board when this building was being erected, consequently your desires 
have been fully gratified. 

When it is taken into consideration that thousands of laborers, who 
have large families, and wore imemployed during the winter months, 
and who were compelled to pay for their medical and surgical advice 
and treatment, such a boon will prove a great public blessing. 

The following table exhibits the number of patients admitted to this 
institution, the number of discharges and deaths, together with the 
number of out-door poor cases treated at its dispensary, and the num- 
ber visited gi*atuitously at their homos, since the opening on Decem- 
ber 1st, 1871, just one month. 

Statistics of Ninety-ninth street Hospital, from 1st December to Ist 
January — one month. 

Admissions 16 

Discharges 9 

Deaths 2 

Causes of Death. — Bums and Poisoning. 

Treated in Dispensary 447 

Treated gratuitoiLsly at liome 21 

CENTRE STREET RECEPTION HOSPITAL. 

Table "A,'' attached to this report, shows the number of monthly 
admissions, births, discharges, and deaths, for the year 1871. 

Table " B " exhibits the nativities of those admitted, and Table " C " 
the number of cases brought in bj- the ambulance, police, and others, 
during the year. 



Attached will alAo be found an abRtract of diseases causing death 
in this hospital. 

In conclusion I beg leave to present my sincere thanks to your 
Honorable Board, for the encouragement and sympathy you have 
always shown to the sick poor placed under my care. 

Very respectfully yours, 

THOMAS S. BRENNAN, 

Warden. 
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Brought forward 122 

Premature Birth S 

Pyaemia 7 

Stab wound (involving femoral artery) 1 

" " (involving heart) , 1 

Tetanus (traumatic) 1 

Total ISft 

Number remaining in Hospital, December 31, 1870 IS 

Number admitted, 1871 1,883 

Births 19 

Total 1,915 

Number Discharged, 1871 1,357 

Number Transferred to BellcTue Hospital 409 

Deaths 135 

Total 1,901 

Remaining in Hospital December, 31, 1871 14 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL 



REPORT OF WARDEN. 



Wabdbn's Ofmce, Bellevue Hospital, 

Jauoary 1, 1872. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President f Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Sib. — It is with gratification that I am again permitted to present 
to your Honorable Board my Annual Beport for the year 1871, and to 
submit for your consideration the following statistical reports and 
statements of the finances, together with a brief outline of the condi- 
tion of this Ini^titution. 

The number of patients remaining in Hoepital January 1, 1871 779 

" admiflsiona daring the year 6,359 

** births during tlie year 376 






Total number treated during the year 7^14 

The number of patients discharged or relieyed 6,753 

** " deaths during the year 1,102 

6,855 

Total number of patients remaining in Hospital under treat- 
ment December 31, 1871 659 

In the following statements will be found the number of cases 
treated here during the year ending December 31, 1871. 

Number of ambulance cases treated 1,433 

** " police cates " 420 

** " sun-stroke cases " 2 

•* " obstetrical cases " 399 

** " infants bom and treated 376 

All other cases treated 4,105 

6,735 

Annexed hereto is a table marked " A," which exhibits the number 
of monthly admissions, births, discharges and deaths during the year. 
The one marked " B " shows the number of cases of injury brought 
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in by ambtdance and otherwise, and in which inqnestB haye been 
held by the Coroners. The nativities of thoae admitted will be found 
in table " C." In table " D " you will find the average cost per day 
and month for each patient for provisions, clothing, and bedding, 
salaries, liquors asd drugs, fuel and miscellaneous articles. 

I also annex the names and amount of annual salaries paid to the 
employees ; and a schedule showing the cost of all the changes and 
improvements made by your Board for carpenter work, mason work, 
painting, and repairing of every kind, with the cost of materials fur- 
nished for such work, and also a list of all the articles made by female 
patients during the year. The amount credited to this institution for 
the year 1871 will be found in table " E." 

During the year many alterations and repairs were made, the most 
expensive of which was putting an addition of one story and French 
roof to centre building, and erection of new amphitheatre therein for 
lectures and operations, the old operating-room having been found 
totally inadequate and unfit for use on account of the great want of 
proper light, thorough ventilation and sufficient accommodation for 
the increased number of students. 

This being done, it results in a decided addition to the comfort and 
convenience of the operator, students, and patients. 

While providing these great accommodations, it must not be for- 
gotten that other important improvements can be made for the com- 
fort of the inmates. 

The operating-room being situated in the dome, a distance of four 
stories, the suflFering patient who is to undergo an operation has to 
be transported on a stretcher from his ward to that place, after which 
he is by the same means conveyed back to his bed, there being no 
other process in his hour of suflFering and danger. 

This evil should be at once remedied by having an elevator running 
from the lower floor, connecting at each landing into a room adjoining 
the amphitheatre. This could also be used in cases of serious injury 
and illness brought into the hospital, thereby saving the patients an 
immense amount of suflFering and anxiety. 

A separate entrance and stairs for students entering the amphithe- 
atre have been made, and proves to be >a decided success. 
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The wood-work, etc., where necessary, was repaired and put in good 
order, and the whole of the interior of the wards and hall-ways were 
painted in nice cheerfol colors, in order to make it more pleasant to 
the patient's view. 

The doctors' rooms were also painted and put in very good condi- 
tion. 

The steam-pipes and heaters throughout the building were also 
painted, not only for the appearance, but also to prevent them from 
rusting, thereby rendering them far more durable. 

The entire ceiling in room and hall-ways in middle house were in a 
very bad condition ; they were torn down and replaced in a good and 
substantial manner. 

The necessity for putting on an entire new roof on the large pavi- 
Uon presented itself, and measures were at once taken for carrying the 
same into effect. 

This hospital has sustained a serious loss during the past year in 
the death of one of the attending obstetricians. Dr. George T. Elliott, 
whose rare intelligence and experience were of the utmost value to 
the institution, and whose devotion to his patients won the respect 
and esteem of all. 

The vacancy in the Board has been filled by the election of Dr. 
Vaiiam T. Lusk. 

Beeently Dr. Theodore G. Thomas, Attending Physician, resigned 
Jus position, and Dr. Janeway was elected in his place. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

To your Honorable Board my sincere thanks are due for the generous 
gift of two hundred beautiful lithographs for the purpose of adorning 
the walls of our sick rooms, thereby giving great joy and satisfaction 
to our poor inmates. 

We are also indebted to Dr. Austin Flint, Sen., Dr. James R. 
Wood, and Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, who not only presented us with a 
beautiful selection of pictures, but were instrumental in procuring a 
large number of others from charitable ladies in this city. 

To the clergymen of the different denominations, and Sisters of 
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Charity, our thanks are due for the ever faithful manner in whioh thej 
have attended the patients, and for the comfort and consolation which 
they brought to their bed-side. 

I deem it my duty, as it is my pleasure, to acknowledge the efficient 
aid I have received from the hands of the benevolent ladies of this 
great metropolis, and for the deep interest they have manifested in 
the suffering patients 

Their daily visits, and munificent donations of delicacies, firoitB. 
flowers, books, etc., were a source of great consolation and comfort. 

To the Hon. John B. Fellows we are also indebted for the generous 
contribution of $50, for the purpose of supplying the daily papers tp 
the poor patients. 

Mrs. George T. Elliott presented your Honorable Body vrith the 
complete set of instruments belonging to her late husband, for which 
your Honorable Board had made an elegant black walnut case, and 
the instruments placed in it. 

I desire to renew my expression of thanks to the attending phy- 
sicians for their unwearied and humane devotion to all that concerns 
the welfare of the patients under their care and the reputation of the 
hospital. 

It is with feelings of pride and gratification that I am able to testify 
in this report to the general excellence with which the house staff of 
physicians and surgeons have performed their parts during the past 
year. 

Attached to this report will be found one from Mr. Frey, Apothe- 
cary, which shows the amount expended in his department, tc^ther 
with a full and complete inventory of the amount and value of stock 
on hand. 

AMBULANCE CORPS. 

Tlie good success attending this corps since its organization is 
almost incredible. As at present regulated, the moment an accident 
or case of sudden illness occurs in the street the telegraph is immedi- 
ately put into operation, and in less than two minutes the ambulance, 
fully equipped, with a surgeon, (who is always supplied with such 
remedial and alleviating agents as may be foimd necessary,) are on the 
road to the Station-house, or whatever place the injured party may be. 
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The inestiinable value of these chariots of charity was estabUshed 
during the past year in a great number of cases, more particularly on 
the 12th day of July, a riot having occurred on the west side of the 
city, when in the short space of one hour no less than thirty-five in- 
jured and wounded persons were attended to by our corps of surgeons 
at the scene ol conflict^and conveyed to this institution ; and on Sun- 
day, the 30th of July, when the dreadful explosion occurred on board 
the ferry-boat Westfield, at the South Ferry. This accident occurred 
at a distance of four and a half miles from this institution, and in less 
than three hours seventy-six sufferers were conveyed to the Beception 
Hospital in Centre street, attended to, bad their wounds dressed, and 
were transferred to this hospital. Also on the morning of November 
8th, at the fire in the piano factory in Tenth avenue, near Thirty- 
seventh street, the walls of which gave way. carrying with it no less 
than twenty-five firemen and three policemen. These poor men were 
very badly injured, and after being dressed and receiving the neces- 
sary restoratives, some were taken home and others conveyed here. 

The surgeons and drivers attached to the Ambulance Bureau hav- 
ing often experienced inconvenience from crowds of persons at the 
place where their services were required, your Honorable Board found 
it desirable to adopt a uniform dress, in order that they shotdd at 
once be recognized upon appearing in the locality to which their duty 
sommoned them. 

The sui^eon's uniform consists of an army blue coat, pants and 
vest — coat and vest ornamented with brass buttons — blue military 
cap with gold cord, having in front a handsome wreath encircling the 
words " Ambulance Surgeon," while the drivers wear a suit of dark 
grey cloth and cap of same material ; the collar and cuffs of coat are 
of black velvet ; besides this each driver has a shield marked " Am- 
bulance Bureau," and numbere4. 

BUBEAU FOR THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL RELIEF OP 

OUT-DOOR POOR. 

In forwarding the statistics of this Bureau, I am happy in being 
ftble to state that the character of the cases presenting themselves for 
It 
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treatment, leads us to know that the importance of this department 
is being better appreciated as it becomes better known. 

It will be easily seen, the numbers are steadily and rapidly increas- 
ing — the increase of the year 1871 over that of 1870 being no less 
than 867. • 

The patients who present themselves for treatment, although poor 
and unable to pay for medical and surgical attendance, are of a more 
worthy class than those usually applying to similar institutions. 

A great number of childred are also treated here, they being too 
young to leave their parents and home to enter a hospital. 

There is also a large number of inmates of the hospital who are 
discharged and made patients in this Bureau weeks before they are 
fit to be finally dismissed from the physician's or surgeon's care, 
thereby relieving the hospital of their maintenance, and giving their 
beds to parties needing them more ; and also improving by the change 
from the hospital atmosphere to an out-door one. 

It is impossible to calculate the great advantage of this charity, as 
r^ards the amount of suffering relieved, as well as the burden taken 
from the community in supporting so many who would otherwise be- 
come inmates of the different hospitals in your department. 

The following table exhibits the number of patients, with the number 
of prescriptions issued from this Bureau, and names of Visiting Phy- 
sicians, for the year 1871 : — 



No. of New Patients 

** Visits b7.Pstients . . 
** Prescriptions 
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no; 30.853 9.991 1.770 3,387 3.135 

• I I 



8.301; 



10,1401 1.053, 23.336 11.157 3.4041 3.140 3,001 

I 1 I 



66 1,860 17,717 

i 

143' 9,664 6X639 

100 10,999 73,161 



The above table exhibits an increase of 3,408 visits by patients, 867 
new patients, and also a decrease of 886 prescriptions from the year 
1870, 
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ATTENDING STAFF. 



Cl«88of Diseases. 



«< 

u 
(i 



u 



of Women 

Children 

Eve and Ear 

Chest 

DigestiTe Organs. 

Nerves 

Skin 

^ Male Genitals,... 
Orfhopoedic Surgery 

Geoeral Surgery 



Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday. 



Dr. G. S. Winston 

G. H. Swezey , 

N. S. Wescott , 

F. H. Bosworth 

Horace Williams . . 
Chas.T.Whybrew. 

B. Thompson. 

K A. Banks 

A. B. De Luna , 

Lucian Demainville 
W. S. Watson 



Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday. 



Dr. H. F. Walker. 
F. A. CasUe. 
H. T. Strong. 
" Geo. G. Wheelock. 
F. R. S. Drake. 
J. Winslow. 
R. C. M. Page. 
J. W. Bowden. 
Geo. R. Phillips. 
J. F. Ferguson. 
" Charles H. Ludlum. 









a 



u 



Very respectfully yours, 

THOMAS S. BBENNAN, 

Wdrdeiu 



REPOBT OF APOTHECAKT. 



Belletub Hospital, January 1, 1872. 

K^^ended for Drugs and Medicines $10,785 29 

fitockonhand December 31, 1870 1,982 34 

$12,767 63 

^^fc^^^^M Ml I ■ ™ " ^ 

y ■ I* ■ ■ ^ 

fitock on band December 31, 1871 $1,505155 

^>pcoded for liquors, wines and ale $3,824 08 

Stock on hand December 31, 1870 ^ 233 80 

$4,057 88 
Stock on hand December 31, 1871 $97 28 

^unber of patients treated during the year 7,514 

** prescriptions put up 123,268 

Respectftilly submitted, 

J. FBET, 
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TABLE B. 

Ambulance^ PdHoty and Coroner's Cases for year 1871. 



Month. 



Januarj., 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Wy 

August 

September 

October 

NoYember. 

December 

Total 



Ambulance. 



101 

96 

96 

113 

132 

114 

154 

215 

103 

111 

9T 

101 



1,433 



Police. 



38 
27 
42 
31 
24 
35 
46 
3T 
48 
36 
30 
26 



Coroner. 



420 



22 
21 
21 
20 
21 
27 
32 
49 
19 
16 
22 
25 



295 
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Abstract <^ Diaeasea Causing Deaths during Tear 1871. 



41 
U 



u 



u 
u 



Abfloees of brain 3 

liver 1 

thigh 2 

and mahiutrition 1 

Anenriam of aorta 2 

heart 1 

popliteal 1 

and pneumonia 1 

Apoplexy 25 

** and purpura hsemorrhagic. . 1 

Aacetes 1 

Aathenia 2 

Atelectasis 4 

Bright's Disease 48 

and bronchitis 1 

cardiac 6 

cystitis 2 

gangrene of lung. 1 

oedema *' . 9 

pericarditis 1 

phthisis 5 

pleurisy 5 

pneumonia 10 

pneumo- hydro 

thorax 2 

relapsiog fever. . . 2 

suppression of urine 1 

uremia 1 

Bronchitis v. 3 

** capillary 4 

BroQcho-pneumonia 1 

Bums 19 

^^•neer of breast 1 



li 



u 



n 



il 






u 



u 



tl 



it 



u 
u 



H 



H 



U 



Curiae. 



kidney 

liver 

ovaries 

rectum 

shoulder 

spine 

" and emphysema 1 

stomach 2 

uterus 5 

14 

" and Bright's disease 2 

** " pericarditis 1 

" " pneumonia 3 

Chofemia 2 

** and Bright^s Disease 1 

" " cirrhosis 1 

Qrrhosis 10 

" and Bright's disease 1 

Conetusion of spine 1 

CoQgestion of brain 3 

Congestive fever 3 

Cnt throat (suicide) 1 

Co&vulsions, infiEmtile 8 



Carried forward 237 



Brought forward 287 

Coup de Boleil 14 

Coxaigia 1 

Cystitis and gummy tumor of spinal 

cord 1 

Cystitis and pyetitis 2 

Delirium tremens 32 

" and ^meningitis 1 

** " oBdema of lung. . 2 

" " old age 1 

" " pyemia 1 

Diffbse abdominal aneuri^im 3 

** phlegmonous inflammation 1 

Disease of ludney 6 

Diarrhoeai acute 4 

'* and Bright's disease 1 

" chronic 2 

*' and exhaustion 1 

" " phthisis 6 

" " pneumonia. 1 

" " syphilis 1 

Diabetes 1 

Drowning 1 

Dysentery, acute 11 

" chronic 3 

** and delirium tremens 1 

" " phthisis 2 

" " pneumonia I 

Embolus from cardiac disease 1 

Embolum of heart and myetitis 1 

Emphysema I 

*^ and bronchitis 3 

« " cardiac 2 

Endo-carditis 1 

Endo-metritis 1 

Enteritis and peritonitis 1 

Epilepsy 3 

Epitheloma of lip and exhaustion 1 

Erysipelas of leg 4 

Exsection of femur and Bright's disease I 

Exhaustion 11 

** from amputation 7 

^' and cancer 1 

" " immersion 1 

" " vomiting I 

Fatty heart 3 

" liver 2 

Fracture of pelvis. 1 

" skull 51 

" spine 6 

Gangrene 2 

" of leg 1 

Gastric ulcer 1 

Gunshot wounds 9 

Hemorrhage 3 

" fi^om bowels 3 

Carried forward 459 
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Brought forward 459 

HsemoptysiB and gangrene of lung. ... 1 

Hepatitis and cedema of lung 1 

Hydrocephalus, acute 2 

Inanition 4 

Ii^juries^ 40 

'^ and confinement 1 

Locomotor ataxia and pneumonia 1 

Lupus cxedens 1 

Malarial Ferer, pomioions 4 

Malnutrition 2 

Malipfoant tumor of pharynx 1 

Mania and Congestion of Lung 1 

Marasmus 20 

Meningitis 13 

" and cerebral abscess 1 

" sub-acuto 4 

Menorrhagia 1 

Morbus coxarius and pynmia 1 

Necrosis of metatarsal bones 1 

(Edema of the glottis 1 

" ''■ lung 

Ovaritis and peritonitis 1 

Paralysis of heart 1 

Paraplegia 1 

Pericarditis 2 

" and Bright's 1 

" " pleurisy 2 

** " pneumonia 1 

Peritonitis 10 

'* from bursting of ovarian tumor. 1 

'' " operation for hernia 3 

" " perforation 1 

" ** and pelvic abscess 1 

Periostitis of tibia and profuse sup- 
puration 1 

Phthisis pulmonalis 193 

" " and abscess of perineum . . 1 

" " •* asthma 3 

" " " Bright's 16 

♦* " ** capillary bronchitis 3 

" " " chronic diarrhoea 1 

" " " cirrhosis 1 

" •* *' cystitis 1 

" " " delirium tremens 3 

u it a degeneration of kidney . 2 

" ** '^emphysema 1 

" " " peritonitis 1 

** *< " pneumonia 3 

" " " pneumo-hydrothorax . . 2 

** " " syphilis 2 

Pleurisy (; 

'* and cardiac 2 

" sub-acute 2 

Pneumonia 30 

" and Bright's 2 

Carried forward 8(i7 



I 



Brought forward S 

Pneumonia and dysentery 

" « gangrene of lung 

" " phthisis 

" " pyicmia 

•* " tuberculosis 

Pneumo - tliorax 

Poisoning by carbolic acid 

" *' opium 

" " Paris green 

Post-partnm hemorrhage 

Premature birth 

Puerperal convulsions 

" ])critonitis 

Purpura and Bright's 

Pyemia 

" from necrosis of sternum . . . 

Pyctitifl 

Relapsing fever 

Remittent " 

Retention of urine 

Resection of elbow joint and pyemia. 
Rupture of bladder 

*• " urethra 

Strictures 

Softening of brain from obliteration of 

artery 

Softening of spinal cord 

Spinal apoplexy 

Spina bifida 

Stab wounds 

Still-boms 

Stricture of intestines and ficcal ab- 
scess 

Stricture of oesophagus 

Syphilis 

andBright'S 

Synovitis 

Tertiary syphilis and pyemia 

Thombosis of heart 

Thoracic aneurism 

Trismus naccntium 

Tuberculosis 

Tubercular meningitis 

Tumor of brain 

Typhoid fever 

Ulcer of stomach and pelvic cellalitlt. 

Ulceration of oesophagus 

Uremia 

'* and convulsions 

" „ exhaustion 

Valvular disease of heart 

Vomiting and dyspepsia 

White softening of the brain 

Yellow fever 

Total I,0: 



f 

1 






i 
1 
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL BOARD OF BELLEVUE 

HOSPITAL. 

EoiL Isaac Bell, 

President of the Board of Commissioners of 

PiMic Charities and Correction. 

Snt. — The Medical Board of Bellevue ^Hospital respectfully sub- 
mit the following report, for the year ending December 31, 1871. 

Number of patients remainiiig in Hospital January 1, 1871 779 

** admissions daring the year 6,859 

" births 376 

Total 7,514 

Number of patients discharged daring year 5,753 

" " dying « " 1,102 

Total discharged and died 6,855 

Number remaining under treatment December 81, 1871 659 

Classification of cases treated : 

Number of ambulance cases 1,435 

** " police cases 420 

" " sun-stroke cases 2 

" " obstetrical " 399 

" " infknts bom and treated 376 

Other cases treated 4,884 

Total 7,514 



The hospital is at present in a good condition, both as regards its 
efficiency as a beneyolent institution, whose purpose it is to look 
toward the amelioration of the physical distress of the sufifering poor, 
and as a practical school at which hundreds of medical men receive 
that instruction, by which they will be able hereafter to contend with 
disease in the difTerent parts of this country. The former purpose is 
one which is aided by all that can remove the minds of the patients 
from their soflferings, or render a life separated from intercourse with 
friends more comfortable ; and this has been effected to a certain ex- 
tent during the past year by the placing of engravings and other pic- 
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tures in the wards of the hospital. This apparently small thing may 
have been the weight which has at times turned the scale towards 
hope, convalescence, and health. The Warden has mentioned in his 
report the names of those, to whom the hospital is indebted for these 
gifts. 

The efficiency of the hospital, as a clinical school of medicine and 
surgery, has been considerably increased by the new ampitheatre, 
capable, as it is, of accomQiodating more students than the old one, 
and furnishing better light to the operator, and better air to the spec- 
tators and listeners. The Medical Board feel called upon to thank 
you for the interest thus displayed in the advance of medical educa- 
tion. A gain, in the respects mentioned, has to oSaet a loss in acous- 
tic properties, which, probably OT^ing to the size and shape of the 
room, are inferior to those of the old. This is a defect which we feel 
assured will be corrected at such time as you have the opportunity. 
This is a light thing, however, to the want felt by the Members of the 
Board for a more ready and an easier means of conveyance of patients 
from the wards to the ampitheatre. It seems to us that this could be 
best accomplished by means of a steam elevator, (as alluded to by the 
Warden in his report), and in addition, perhaps, by a series of rail- 
ways fi'om the wards to the elevator, as by these measures all jarring 
of patients would be avoided. By the present system of hand-stretch- 
ers this desideratum is not obtained to near the same extent as it 
would be by the plan proposed. We know, however, that it is from no 
want of favorable disposition on your part that we have to ask for 
this, but simply because of the expense it would entail, and we know 
that questions of expense have been serious ones to you during th^ 
past year. 



The improvements of the past year have been such that beyom 
these mentioned, little was called for which could be accomplishe^l 
without considerable alteration of the building. 

During the early part of the year we were called upon to mourn tk^ 
loss of an honored colleague, Dr. George T. Elliot, a member of tb-^ 
Medical Board for more than sixteen years. It becomes a pleasan* 
duty to call attention to the many traits by which he endeared hiiO' 
self to the patients and officers with whom he was thus thrown in ofi* 
cial contact. We must also allude to his endeavors to develop tb^ 
hospital as a source of medical instruction to the many who should 
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there receive lessons available in after life. Not only did he endeavor 
to make his hospital experience of use to others by means of clinical 
lectures, but also through his work entitled, the " Obstetric Clinic." 
We feel assured that his memory still lives in the minds both of those 
who have been benefited by his advice, and of those who have learned 
by his instruction. 

We have also to regret the resignation of Dr. T. G. Thomas, for 
mBuy years sT member of this Board. 

During the past year, as previously, the Warden has been active 
and efficient in the discharge of the duties which devolve upon him. 
Ab chief executive officer of the institution, Mr. Brennan showed him- 
self equal to emergencies at the time of the Westfield disaster, and of 
the 12th of July riots. 

• 

The Apothecary, Mr. Frey, and his Assistant, Mr. Eice, deserve fa- 
vorable mention for the manner in which they have conducted their 
department. 

We desire also to mention the services rendered by the members of 
the resident medical staff of the hospital ; services whose remunera- 
tion is the knowledge which they acquire, and the satisfaction of their 
loTe for the profession. We take pleasure in stating that during the 
last year they have discharged their duties with fidelity. 

The Museum is growing, and during the past year several additions 
We been made : some of these, as we understand, at considerable ex- 
pense to Dr. Wood. It already forms a cabinet where students may 
obtain a large amount of information with regard to morbid processes, 
^d also of comparative osteology. 

Finally, we would thank your Board that, considering the embar- 
y^^ssed financial condition of the city, so very little has occurred to 
^i^terfere with the proper working of the hospital. 

Very respectfully, 

EDWARD E. JANEWAT, M. D., 

Secretary, 



MORGUE. 



REPORT OF WARDEN. 



In the history of this noble institution, the past year exceeds any- 
thing heretofore as regards the number of unrecognized bodies 
brought there for identification. 

The sad consequences of the unfortunate riot on the 12th of July 
last, were nowhere so apparent as they were at this place, as on the 
cold slabs the still colder forms of the thirty-one poor victims were 
placed ; and to describe the heart-rending scenes which followed the 
recognition of the difTerent bodies by the father, mother, wife, hus- 
band, or child, would be impossible. 

As also on 30th of same month, after the explosion on steamboat 
Westfield, the scenes were truly harrowing, when no less than sixty- 
four bodies were placed here for recognition. Every now and then 
the dreadful silence of the fifty thousand seemingly bewildered spec- 
tators would be broken by the startling cry of a despairing woman or 
man recognizing a loved one. 

After the experience of last year, I can safely say that great im- 
provements could and should be made in this building, as it has proven 
to be entirely too small for the work assigned it. 

Attached to this report will be found a complete record of recog- 
nized and unrecognized bodies brought there during the year. 



The /dUomng m a Statement (f Bodies received at the MoBOtTE from 
January 1, 1871, to Janvary 1, 1872. 




30 



Datk. 



July 



12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
23 
25 
81 
81 
31 
81 
81 
81 
81 
31 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
81 
31 
31 
31 
81 
81 
81 
31 
81 
31 
1 
1 
1 

12 
12 
13 
13 
13 
26 
29 
26 
1 
10 
18 
24 
27 



October 2 



August 



Sept 



Nov. 



Pec 



12 
13 

13 
29 
17 
17 

21 
26 
8 
8 
11 
12 




Wbokb Ckabok. 



Frederick HiDM. . . . 

John Jamse 

Walter J. Scott 

Sarah Kdly 

John Laverj 

Joseph Oerarhty... 
William T. Latimore. . ; 

Jamea Condon ;Oeorge KeUook. 

Edward Thomaa ** 

ICary Medhoff. T. S. Brennan. . 



Vkbdict. 



T. S. Brennan Chmahotwoond 



•I 



«« 
«« 

•< 



Drowning 

Hamon^iage of Innga.. 
Bums 



I 



it 



I 



David Dow. 
Patrick Landon — 
Gatherine Caahman. 

Amelia Tigh 

Mark Cherievere .... 
Arthur Cherierere. . . . 
Lawrence M*Connick. 
Martha MoflMt.... 
Matilda Nelson.... 
Matthew Mahoney. 

Patrick Finley 

Catherine Finley ! 

Emily Friedhoff ! 

Mary Carey 

Thomas CoateUo , 

Louis Elsasser i 

Oeorge Elsaaser j 

Charles Elsaaser ■ 

Henry Kom 

Louis Weedhoff. 

Michael Finn ! 

John J. Jinks I 

John J. Beoke 

John Oerrity 

William Schaeffers 

Joachim Dreifees | 

Isaac W. Heywood. ...'■ 

Murgaret KeaniUy I 

Ellen Oroom 

Martha C. West 

EboEber ' 

Patrick McNamara. .. . Oeorge Kellock Fracture of skull. 

MaggieScott " Drowning. 

Edward O'Callaghan. . ' 

John Harrison 

Jackson. 



Odrary Cemetery. 
City 



I 



<« 

4< 



4« 



I 






Bright's disease. 
Drowning 



Calvary 
City 



Cemetery 



Michael M'Cormick . . 

Michael Daly 

Alice A. Bowlsby 

Lawrence Smith 

Louis Kineehof 

Albert MulUng 

Budolph Wheenker. . . 
W. H. Goodrich 



Coroner Schirmer. 
George KeUock 



<4 



' Pulmonary apoplexy .... 

iDrowning 

Metro peritonitis 

Drowning 



Joseph Nietsell George Kellock. 



Thomas M*Guire 
Ellen Gillroy.... 



«• 
«t 
tt 



Ii^uries accidentally re- 
ceived 

Compression of the brain 



Drowning . . . . 
Fatty kidneys. 



Ofllcer, Twenty-first Pre- 
I dnct 

Charles L. Pelgger.... George Kellock 'Drowning 

John E. fi. Ellemen . 

William RusseU. 

John Miller 



William Donohue 

Maria Rhodes 

John Kelly 

W. F. Baxnsey 

WiUism TorUngton.. 
Samuel Mullen 









! •• 

i Injuries accidentBlly re- 

j oeived 

I Drowning 



Offlcer.Twenty-third Pre- 
cinct 



« 
«« 



Cypress Hill •• 
Eivergreen 
City 
Calvary 

Patterson, N. J. 
City Cemetery 
Lutheran " 
City 
«• ti 



Evergreen Ceme- 
tery 
Calvary Cemeterj 

•• •< 

City 
«< •« 

Evergreen •• 

City 
I* .. 

Calvary 
City 

Albany, N. Y. 
Calvary Cemetery 



Ii\)uriea received. 



City 



♦« 



uttkeiooo-nize:!) bodiks. 




82 



Date. 


Namx. 


Whoo Chabge. 


Vjudict. 


BSMARia. 


Sept 


17 
90 

3a 

8 
6 
7 
10 
10 
12 
14 
16 
16 
90 
31 

6 
9 

17 
36 

4 
10 

19 
22 


«< f« 
«t «< 
(« t< 

*' ** 
«( «i 

" Woman 

" Mmi 

<< «« 

•• Woman 

•• Mmi 

« Woman 

•« Mmi 

u ** 

'* ** . . 

«« «« 

• •• 

*• Woman 

•• Mmi 

•« t« 

«« «t 


Qeorge Kellock 

.. 
•« 

41 
«< 
«« 
<« 
• f 

«« • 

4< 
<« 
«< 

T. 8. Brennan 

Officer O'NeU. Eigh- 
teenth Precinct 




City Oemeterj 


«< 








Oct 


Ehrowninff 






<• 






«« 






<< 






44 






Apoplexy 






Drowning 






(4 






44 






Bright'B diaeaae 

r>rowniiig, , 




Not. 


Bright'B diaeaae 

Drowning- 






George Kellock 

4< 
• • 

4« 
4< 












Drowning 




Deo. 


Fractare of skull 

Ii^uriea, aoddentaUy re- 
ceived 






Aloohollam 


•« 




Drowning 


MM 




1 





Making a sam total number of bodies received, two hundred and fourteen (214). 

Recognized 127 

Unrecognized 87 

Total 2H 



Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS S. BEENNAN, 

Warden. 



CHARITY HOSPITAL. 



* Chabity Hospital, B. I., Dec. 31, 1871. 

Eon. Traao Bell, 

President^ arkd the Board of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Gentlemen. — Occupying with the close of the year the position of 
Chief of Staff of Charity Hospital, it devolves upon me to present 
to your Honorable Board the customary Annual Report upon the 
progress and condition of the Institution. 

The history of the hospital for 1871 can best be learned from the 
tables appended, which show, in a concise form, the various details of 
its progress ; and it will be fitting that, leaving them to tell their own 
tale, I confine myself more particularly to an account of what has 
been accomplished in the period of three months, during which the 
Institation has been entrusted to my charge. 

Entering upon my duties at a time when monetary difficulties were 
embarrassing your Board, in common with other municipal depart- 
ments, it was peculiarly necessary that the most rigid economy, which 
the interests of the patients would permit, should be practiced. I 
We, therefore, closely scrutinized the various expenditures, and have 
'^n enabled to effect a considerable reduction in the cost of sup- 
Porting patients, without, as I beUeve, any diminution of their com- 
forts. The average daily cost of each inmate during the first nine 
^(Hiths of the year was $0.3723 ; for the past three months it has 
peen $0.2976, or 7 J cents per diem less for each patient. To this sat- 
isfactory result, a material reduction in the expenditure for provi- 
^ons has chiefly contributed. An examination of the subject convinced 
^e that greater care in the preparation of the food served as ordi- 
^Utty " house-diet " would, by rendering it more palatable, permit of a 
Urge decrease in the " extras " ordered. I believe that a smaller por- 
tion of well-cooked and properly served food would be more benefi- 
cial and more acceptable than a larger portion ill-prepared. That my 
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opinion was correct has, I think, been abundantly proven. A new 
oven was constructed, well-cooked meats and vegetables were placed 
upon the tables, the satisfaction of the inmates was general, and a 
conspicuous decrease in the orders for extra diet immediately re* 
suited. 

I have also endeavored, as much as possible, to reduce the expenses 
of the institution, by making it literally a hospital — extending its ben- 
efits to the sick, not to the idle. To this end a careful discrimination 
has been made between malingerous and genuine sufferers ; and those 
of the former class — always numerous in the winter season — ^have 
been denied admission, or discharged as soon as their true character 
could be ascertained. By carrying out this measure, and taking care 
that convalescent patients should not remain in the hospital an undue 
length of time after recovery, the daily census has been kept much 
below the usual average of this season of the year, and the current 
expenses of the institution have been correspondingly diminished. 
The total net expenses of the hospital for the months of October, 
November, and December, 1870, were $24,543 71 ; for the same 
period of 1871 they have been but $18,575 41. 

To as great an extent as the necessity for economy would permit, 
the skilled labor of convalescent patients has been used in the repair- 
ing and improvement of the building. Several painters and carpen- 
ters have been kept steadily at work, and the improvement in the 
appearance of the different portions of the hospital resulting from 
their labors is manifest. In addition to the repairs made by the in- 
mates, the plumbing work throughout the building has been over- 
hauled and put in good order, and the roof has been mended and. 
repainted. 

• 

Several improvements will be required during the coming year^ 
especially the renovation and repainting of the different wards, whiclx 
can be done with the labor of convalescent patients at the simple 
cost of the necessary materials. One improvement, which I am con-* 
vinced is much needed, and which I would very respectfully urge 
upon your attention, is an alteration in the heating apparatus. In its 
present condition, it is at times impossible to obtain a sufficiently 
high temperature in certain of the wards. The placing of elevated 
steam-coils in the different wards would produce an immediate in-* 
crease in the comfort of the imnates, and (t decrease, no doubt aa 
immediate, in the consumption of coal. 
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The several diyisions of the hospital have received their due pro- 
portion of patients during the year, and the clinical advantages which 
ihej afforded have been taken full advantage of by the students of 
the different medical colleges. At present clinics are held by mem- 
bers of the Visiting Staff upon five afternoons of each week, all of 
"which are well attended. The obstetrical and uterine services are 
increasing in usefulne&s and interest. 

As in former years, venereal diseases continue to form a very large 
proportion of those treated in the hospital, and the proportion 
undoubtedly increases, year by year, with no slight degree of rapid- 
ity. In view of this fact, the question how the spread of the conta- 
gion is to be arrested, becomes more than ev^r an urgent one. It is 
doubtful if the end can be gained in any way short of the systematic 
observation and regulation of prostitutes. The establishment of such 
a system as obtains in Germany and France, may be of questionable 
efficacy and propriety, but it would be quite practicable to adopt a 
modification thereof, such as would secure the means of modifying 
the evil, without, at the same time, appearing to countenance its 
existence. The creation of a Bureau of your Department, for in- 
stance, with power to inspect houses of prostitution, and compel the 
removal to hospital of all inmates suffering from venereal affections, 
would receive the early treatment of disease, and in some degree pre- 
sent the extension of contagion. 

Another vice no less instrumental in filling the hospital, and one 
which happily may be met by Legislative enactment without offend- 
ing the sensibilities of the social economist, is intemperance. When 
I state that in a majority of the patients treated here, disease is either 
{Voduced or aggravated by the abuse of alcoholic stimtdants, I 
helieve I err, if at all, upon the side of moderation. How this evil is 
to be effectually combated, I do not undertake to say, but I believe 
that one step in the right direction would be the enforced commit- 
ment to the Work-house or Inebriate Asylum of all patients whose 
condition is already traceable to habitual drunkenness, such commit- 
ment to be for a period of not less than three months. In other 
Wends, I would place such patients upon the same footing as those 
suffering* from venereal disease. Under existing circimistances, many 
patients spend the greater portion of each year in hospitals, being no 
sooner relieved of their maladies, and discharged to the city, than 
ihey enter upon a course of debauchery, which very soon necessitates 
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their return. On the other hand, were they committed to the Work- 
house, and a system adopted which would utilize their labor, the 
measure would prove one of economy to the commtmity, and the 
chances of their eventually returning to a better mode of life would 
be enhanced. 

The interests of the hospital have been greatly benefited within the 
past three months by a reorganization of the Board of Curators. 
The gentlemen who now compose that Board bring to their duties a 
degree of energy and ability which cannot fail to make abundantly 
useful the pathological resources of the hospital, and enable its medi- 
cal officers to discharge that duty to their profession and the public, 
which they, in common^with the authorities of aU large hospitals, 
undoubtedly owe. In this connection, it seems proper to ask your 
attention to the meagre facilities for pathological investigations which 
we now possess, and to suggest the propriety of extending them by 
the erection of a more commodious and suitable dead-house than the 
present one. 

The outlying services connected with the hospital have progressed 
favorably during the year. At the Penitentiary the general health of 
the inmates has been good, although circumstances have, during the 
past three months, necessitated their being confined to their cells for 
a longer portion of the day than formerly. A few isolated cases of 
small-pox have occurred, but the prompt removal of the sufferers to 
the Small-pox Hospital, and the protection of their fellow prisoners by 
vaccination, have prevented the extension of the disease. 

At the Incurable Hospital and the Alms-house the medical require- 
ments of the inmates have been duly attended to. 

To the facilities for medical treatment at the Work-house a note- 
worthy addition has been made, by the setting apart of a large room 
upon the male side of the building as a hospital. Formerly cases of 
delirium tremens were treated in the cells upon the ground tier, which, 
apart from their inapplicability in other respects, were only too Uable, 
from their dampness, to beget pulmonary disea^ in their unfortunate 
occupants. I respectfully urged upon your Honorable Board the 
propriety of making more suitable provision for the class of patients 
mentioned, and you at once acted upon my suggestion. The wisdom 
of the change has been fully shown. The progress of the patients 
tow ry has been more rapid and cextaixi^aud the a^^aarance 
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of other diseases as sequents of the delirium has been rare. That the 
nnmber of admissions to the Lunatic Asylum from the Work-house 
has diminished since the opening of the hospital room may be merely 
a coincidence. To my own mind it appears justifiable to connect the 
two circumstances and look upon them as cause and effect. I believe 
that to a man suffering from prolonged inebriety, his being placed in a 
dean, well-lighted, airy room, with attendants and other patients 
aboat him, or in a bare cell, solitary and still, may make all tbe dif- 
ference between complete recovery on the one hand, and continued 
mental disturbance on the other. On the whole there is much cause 
for satisfaction with the results of the alteration. 

Beligious services have been regularly held in the hospital during 
the year ; and tbe Eev. Zetus Searle, and the Bev. Father Vetter, the 
Chaplains of the Department, and the Bev. Edward Cowley, Mis- 
sionary of the Episcopal Church, have been faithful in their minis- 
trations from the pulpit and at the bed side. Receiving, as the hospi- 
tal does, so many of the fallen women of this large city, these gentle- 
men find in it a peculiarly important and interesting field. That they 
are assiduous and untiring in their efforts I am well aware ; and yet 
the question has often occurred to me whether society does its whole 
Aity to these women during the period of their detention here. To 
ii^y of them the enforced retirement of the hospital brings the only 
opportunity for sober reflection, and then, if ever, their reformation 
<^ be effected. As it is, I fear that in almost every case the office of 
the hospital is only to fit them to return to their former mode of 
life. What is needed is not so much ptdpit exhortation addressed to 
them collectively, as kindly and earnest reasoning with individuals, 
Mid particularly by those of their own sex ; and until this is provided 
fof the great good which the hospital is capable of accomplishing 
^ of necessity be lost. 

I take great pleasure in acknowledging my extended obhgations to 
d with whom my position has associated me in the conduct of this 
bospitaL To the Medical Board, and especially to the representative 
portion of that body — the Committee of Inspection — I am indebted 
for counsel and encouragement. To the gentlemen of the House Staff 
I owe my thanks for their prompt and earnest assistance in the carry- 
ing out of all my measures of reform. While the shortness of my 
connection with the hospital deprives me of the means of comparison^ 
and permits me only to record, without endorsing, the opinion of 
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others — that the present staff is of an unusaallj high order — I deem 
it but right to bear my testimony to the thoroughness of their attain- 
ments, the faithfohiess of their efforts, and the gentlemanliness of 
their deportment. The Steward, Matron, Engineer, Apothecary, have 
in their several departments efficiently performed their duties, and 
ably seconded me in the management of the hospital 

In conclusion, gentlemen, permit me to express my obligations to 
you for the cordial support and encouragement which, in the saccessiYe 
offices to which you have appointed me, have materially lightened my 
labors, and rendered my connection with your department uninter- 
ruptedly agreeable. 

I remain, gentlemen, very respectfully, 

A. E. MACDONALD, M.D., 

Ghitf (^ Staff. 
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TABLE C. 
Nativities of Patients admitted to Charity HospiUd during the Tear 1871. 



COUNTBIXS. 



United States 



Ireland. 



Germany 
England . 
Scotland. 



Canada 
France 



Switzerland. 
Denmark . . . 
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TABLE D. 



List (f Diseases of those who died at Charity Hospiial during 1871. 



Abtceas, gluteal 3 

*• liver I 

« hepadc 1 

Ampatation, thumb and finger 1 

Aneurism of aorta 6 

Apoplexy, cerebral t 

** meningeal 1 

Asthenia 3 

Atalectaaia 1 

Atrophjr inlkntile 1 

Bright'8 disease 91 

Bronchitis 11 

" chronic 3 

" capillary 1 

" and emphysema 1 

Cancer of uterus 3 

" tongue 1 

" rectum 1 

" breast...... 1 

liver 1 

fiMje 1 

Caries, cervical vertebne 1 

Carbuncle 1 

Cardiac aortic obstruction 2 

" hypertrophy 2 

" and bronchitis 1 

" dilatation 1 

ChoUemia 2 

Cirrhosis of liver 7 

CoDTulsions, puerperal 1 

infimtUe 1 

CroQp 1 

**^ membraneous 1 

Delirium tremens 8 

DiarriiQea 3 

" chronic 13 

I)j«entery 9 

" chronic 10 

Eclampsia 1 

finphysema 6 

]Bi»uep8v 1 

E^pelas 9 

Fatty liver 1 

" degeneration of heart 1 

Ferer , typh oid 4 

Carried forward 221 



Brought forward. 221 

Fever typhus * 2 

" remittent 6 

Fracture, compound of tibia 1 

Gangrene of leg 6 

" foot 1 

" lungs 2 

Gastritis 1 

Hydrocephalus, congenital 1 

HflBmorrhage from bowels 1 

Hemorrhoids 2 

Hemorrhagia, confluent small-pox 1 

Hemiplegia 2 

Lead paralysis 1 

Lupus exedens 2 

Marasmus 1 

Meningitis 2 

MyeUtis 1 

Necrosis of femur 1 

tibia 1 

Paralysis 1 

Pericarditis 2 

Peritonitis 2 

Pericarditis and hydro-thorax 1 

Phthisis 200 

Pleuritis 1 

Pleurisy, sub-acute 5 

Pneumonia 69 

" broncho 3 

" double 9 

** pleuro 6 

" typhoid 1 

Premature birUi 1 

PyeUtis 1 

Pyemia 4 

Rupture of urethra 1 

Senectus 9 

Softening of brain 7 

Stni-births 20 

Svphilis, tertiary 3 

I'etanus, traumatic 1 

Tuberculosis of peritoneum 1 

Tumor of brain 3 

Uremia and Bright's 1 

Valvular disease of heart 1 

Total 597 
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TABLE H. 

ft 

Showing the cost of twines received at the Apothecary-shop, 
!71iarity Hospital, and their distribution to the different Institutions 
>n the Island during the year 1871. 

Amount of invoices of wines received at the Drug-store, 

Charity Hospital, from Jan. 1, 1871 to Dec. 31, 1871. . . $250 45 

Distributed to Charity Hospital $165 75 

" Fever " 21 38 

" SmaU-pox " 59 67 

" Penitentiary 2 98 

" Work-house 67 

$250 45 
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TABLE I, 

Showing the cost of ales received at the Apothecary-shop, Charity 
Hospital, and their distribution to the different Institutions on the 
Uand during the year 1871. 

Amount of invoices of ales received at the Drug-store 
Charity Hospital, from Jan 1, 1871 to Dec. 31, 1871. . . $679 00 

Distributed to Charity Hospital $516 83 

" Fever " 13 85 

" SmaU-pox " 139 25 

" Penitentiary 3 74 

" Alms-house 3 20 

" Work-house 2 13 

$679 00 
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Humberi. 



869 
883 
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736 
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL BOARD OF CHARITY 

HOSPITAL. 

149 West 23d Street, 

New yoRK, Jan. 1, 1872. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Commissioners of 

PvUic Charities and Correction. 

SiR.^-^I herewith transmit the report of Charity Hospital for 1871. 
In presenting this report there is but little to add to that informa- 
tion already in your possession relative to the condition of the hos- 
pital The year just past has shown a more decided improvement in 
the general management of the hospital than any year since the or- 
ganization of the present Medical Board. 

Under the advisement of this Board, a resident Chief of Staff has 
^n appointed by your Honorable Board, and the wisdom of the 
plan has been evinced by many changes that have operated humanely 
^ the patients and harmoniously to the physicians and officials, whose 
<luty has been to the interests of the suffering, and also to the public 
^ho support these charities. 

To Dr. Burlingham, the former Chief of Staff, and Dr. Macdonald, 
^e present Chief, much is due for the interest and intelligence 
^hey have shown in co-operating and advising with this Board in 
^he many measures that have been advanced for the amelioration 
^^ the condition of the suffering poor, whom Providence has entrust- 
ed to our charge. 

A comparative statement of the condition of Bellevue and Charity 
"hospitals, published in your Minutes of December 7, 1871, is very 
^^iiaplimentary to the management of Charity Hospital. 

The hospital is not yet equipped as thoroughly as we wotdd wish. 
This is mainly due to tiie present anomalous system of delegating the 
power of revision and curtailment of all requisitions made by the reg- 
^darly constituted Committees of this Board to the paid Medical 
inspector. We fail to understand how a gentleman having no profes- 
^onal connection with the hospital, however intelligent and judicious, 
<^n be qualified to judge of the needs of the hospital, in its instru- 
iQentSy appiMr^tuSy or general equipment. 
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There are deficiencies in the heating apparatus, which we have no 
doubt will be remedied in the coming year. We understand that it 
is proposed by Dr. Macdonald to remove the present registers, which 
are wholly inadequate in maintaining a proper temperature of the 
wards, and their replacement by the steam'<M)iL This we urgently 
commend to your Board. The dietary table is now strictly adhered 
to, and this simple act of justice to the patients, heretofore ignored 
through the ignorance or indifference of the wardens and 8tewaid%. 
has proved an economy to the departments While much has thus 
been accomplished, still we woold reconmiend a revision of the diet 
tables of all the Inafcitations under the medical supervision of this 
Board, by a committee chosen from its members. 

The hospital is sadly in need of a suitable dead-house. This want 
has long been felt and commented upon, and has been the subject of 
communication to you before. We hope the coming year will witness 
the erection of a dead-house adequate to the necessities of the 
hospital. 

The Medical Board co-operates in every way with the Commis- 
sioners in advancing the interests of the subjects of charity and 
suffering entrusted to our mutual care, and in looking over the re- 
sults of last year, we feel that much is to be thankful for in the 
improved condition of Charity Hospital. 

Very respectfully, 

WALTER R. GILLETTE, M. D., 

Secretary Medical Boards Charity HaspiioL 
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SELECTED CASES— POST MORTEM RECORDS. 

CHARITY HOSPITAL, 1871. 

RuFTUBE OF Aorta into Pericardium. 
Case 685. Male. Aet. 54. Died suddenly, June 5, 1871. 

Previous History. — Was being treated for disease of the eye, and 
haying no symptoms of thoracic disease, his chest had not been 
examined. Dropped down dead while walking across the floor. 

Post-mortem, — Twenty-four hours after death. Rigor mortis well 
marked. Body well nourished. 

Brain and Membranes, — ^Normal. Arteries at the base somewhat 
atheromatous. 

Heart, — Pericardium entirely filled with a blood clot, in which was 
imbedded the heart, this clot was firm enough to allow of its beingp 
femoved entire, and weighed fifteen and one-half ounces. A large 
calcareous plate upon right auricle. Aorta at its commencement 
<lilated, markedly atheromatous, and just as it goes off from the heart 
^ a point of rupture at the left margin of the right auricle. Left 
^'uicle atrophied, and will only admit the middle finger into its cavity, 
'^exxtricles, especially the left, considerably dilated. 

Lungs, — Hypostatic pneumonia of both lungs at the base. Upper 
'obe of right congested and oedematous. 

Liver, — Size normal, very firm, acini small. 

Spleen, — Capsule thickened, parenchyma very firm. 

Kidneys, — Large, fatty, and congested. E. A. M. 

-Aj^EUBISM OF AbCH of AoRTA — BuBSTING INTO LeFT PLEURAL CaVITY. 

Case 627. Male. Aet. 35. Admitted to Charity Hospital in the 
laUof 1869. 

Previous History. — Family history good. Has worked in the water 
^ great deaL Health commenced to fail in May, 1869 ; had a cough 
^hich was worse in the morning ; lost flesh very fast ; pain under 
scapular; felt feverish at times. 

Physical ExaminaHonr^MwdH fremitus increased about second 



48 

intercostal space, left front ; dull on percussion over the same region, 
and rude respiration. Dr. Janewa j diagnosed an aneurism in Septem- 
ber, 1869, although no bruit could be heard at that time. Had partial 
aphonia. Pulse at times dicrotic. A bruit could be heard before 
death. Died of asthenia, April 15, 1871. 

AiUopay. — Fiftj-six hours after death. Body emaciated. Bigor 
mortis present. Surface normal. 

Head. — Not examined. 

Lungs. — Bight, slight adhesions at apex and posteriorly. Left 
pleural cavity at the base (lower third) contained an organized blood 
clot, soft in the centre, adherent to the lung and surrounding pleura. 
Both limgs contained numerous small greyish nodules scattered 
throughout — left also contained a few small broncho-pneumonias. 

Heart and Aorta. — ^Heart medium size, walls pale and flabby, left 
ventricle dilated. Valves normal. 

Aorta. — At its origin atheromatous, commencing at the transverse 
Mivision, the coats of the artery became dilated, forming an aneuris- 
mal tumor extending on the artery 5| inches ; vertical diameter of the 
tumor 6^ inches. The cavity was almost entirely filled with firm 
laminated fibrine. The aneurism had burst into the left pleural 
cavity slowly, the opening could not bo foimd. 

Liver. — Normal. 

Spiecn. — Of medium size and soft. 

Kidney ft. — Presented a few small cysts upcm their surfaces ; were 
fatty and congested. E. A. M. 

Aneurism of Abdomiijal Aorta. 

Case 780. Male. Aet. 31 years. Charity Hospital. Post-ipor- 
tem records. Died December 16, 1871. 

No ante-mortem history. 

Post-mortem history. — Autopsy, December 16, 1871, fourteen hours 
after death. 

Exterior. — Medium size. Emaciated. Bigor mortis present. No 
cicatrices upon body or limbs. Historj' of syphilis. 

Head. — ^Not examined. 

, Lungs. — Small spot of fibrous induration at a^x of upper 
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lobe, left aide, trabecnlated variety. Few small cheesj masses, some 
of which have softened centres ; the bronchi in this vicinity dilated. 
Balance of both lungs normal. 

Pleura. — ^Normal Some fluid present. 

Heart — ^A few calcareous points upon aortic valves, free border. 
No mitral regurgitation as proven by hydrostatic test. 

Abdomen, — Large amount of serous fluid present ; flocculi of gela- 
tinous lymph existed throughout. 

Liver, — Fatty. Size normal. Some few old peritoneal adhesions 
between it and the diaphragm. Not waxy. 

Kidneys, — Large, fatty. No wax. 

Spleen, — Congested ; tissue normal. 

Stofnach, — ^Normal. 

Intestines, — ^Normal. 

After having removed the above mentioned viscera, the abdominal 
cavity was found occupied by a tumor, situated beneath the perito- 
neum, and extending from the ninth dorsal vertebra above to the 
Bacrum below, and sending oflF prolongations upon either side of the 
sacnun, in the course of the iliac vessels. This enlargement was soft 
to the feel, and dark-red in color. It was dissected out en masse. 
On removing it from its attachment to the bodies of the vertebne, a 
^ted sac of the aorta was opened into. This dilatation was situated 
npon the first and second lumbar vertebrse, which vertebrae were 
®^ed and formed the posterior wall of the aneurism. The dilatation 
^as mainly upon the right side of the artery. The front portion of the 
^ presented an opening communicating with the large accumulation 
ol blood forming the tumor. The aneurismal dilatation contained no 
laminated fibrin ; was about four inches in diameter, and made up of 
*D the arterial coats. The undilated portions of artery above and 
below the sac bore evidence of chronic endoarteritis. 

Aneurism of Aorta. 

Case No. 694. Female. Aet. 54. Ward 4, female. Died July 
18, 1871. 

Previous History, — Has been a hard drinker. For several years 
hd been in the hospital for a few months at a time as a helper, and 
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two years previons to her death had served as chambermaid on one 
of the halls ; neyer complained of being sick until January, ISTO, at 
which time she complained of having pain in the abdomen and back, 
and of losing strength. Was examined, and an aneurism the size of 
a walnut was found at the upper part of the abdomen. It was then 
supposed that it was given off from the superior mesenteric artery, 
owing to its superficial situation, and its being easily moved in every 
direction. From this time until her death, the pain was constant, but 
was always confined to the abdomen and that part of the back imme- 
diately behind the aneurism, and at no time did she complain of pain 
in the region of the chest. Vomiting was frequently present ; emaci- 
ation and loss of strength continued until she was finally confined to 
her bed. The tumor increased in size slowly, pidsated in every direc- 
tion, at times a double bruit was present, but this was not constant. 

Autopsy. — Sixteen hours after death. Body emaciated. Bigor 
mortis well marked. 

Thorax. — Bight lung, normal. Left lung, a few cheezy nodtdes at 
the apex, with thickened bronchi leading to it. 

Liver. — SmalL 

Spleen. — ^Large and waxy. 

Kidneys. — Small and atrophied ; left contained cysts. 

Heart. — Small. Valves normal. Atheroma of the aorta. 

Three (3) aneurisms were found. The first, seven and one-half (7i) 
inches in circumference, filled with a firm organized clot, was given 
off from the arteria innominata, just beyond its point of origin. The 
second, eleven (11) inches in circumference, also filled with a firm 
organized clot, was given off from the thoracic aorta opposite the 
sixth, (6th), seventh, (7th), and eighth, (8th) dorsal vertebr», the 
eroded bodies of which formed the posterior wall of the aneurism. 
The third, fourteen (14) inches in circumference in its long axis, was 
given off from the abdominal aorta just above the coeliac axis, and 
had encroached upon it, the superior mesenteric, the super-renal, and 
the renal, so that these arteries opened tlirough its posterior walL 
The transverse duodenum was firmly bound to its lower border. The 
cavity of this sac was filled with an organized clot, which was very 
firm on its exterior, forming a wall about one (1) iuch in thickness, 
't0 centre being soft, 
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SiBicnmE or the Ubethba, with Gontbaotioii of the Canal fob 
Thbee Inches. Gtstitis, Ahyloid Deoenebation. 

Case 758. — TVfAXiF.. Aet. 38, (black.) Diedin Pemtentiary Hospital, 
October 17, 1871. 

Previous History. — ^Had suffered from chronic diarrhoea for about 
a month previous to his death. Had not complained of any pain or 
difficulty in passing water. Several months before his last iUness 
gradual dilateZlf his urethral strichire had been done, going up 
to No. 19. 

Autopsy, — ^Twenty-eight hours after death. Bigor mortis present. 
Body emaciated. 

Head. — ^Not examined. 

Lung9. — Bight hing, lower lobe contained several spots of pneu- 
monia, small spot of fibrous induration at apex ; remaining portion of 
this and opposite lung congested and oedematous. 

BearL — Size, walls and valves normal. Aorta atheromatous. 

Uver. — ^Large ; surface smooth, anterior border sharp ; firm to the 
{^1 and cut : cut surface being pale, shining and dotted with trans- 
hicent acini and fatty patches. Iodine test showed amyloid degene- 
ration. 

Spleen. — Medium ; reddish in color, and firm. 

Kidneys. — Quite large. Surface of one dotted with small cysts and 
^H cicaiarices. Capsule of this one adherent, but of the other came 
^if readily, leaving a smooth, light yellowish surface. Firm to the 
^^ and feel. Section revealed about normal proportion between 
^^oiiical and pyramidal substance, the former being pale and firm. 
Alalpighian bodies prominent and shining ; by iodine the vessels and 
^ few malpighian bodies proved waxy. 

Stomach and Small Intestines. — The former normal, the mucous 
^Hembrane of the latter congested. 

Large Intestines. — Throughout its whole extent, including the 
appendix vermiformis, which was large, the mucous membrane was 
the seat of extensive sloughy ulcerations, many of which were pig- 
Uiented. 

Bladder and Penis. — Stricture at the meatus, nearly closing it, 
^bmi one inch posteriorly the urethra commenced to be oontrm^tecl 
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being surrounded by a firm greyish tissue, extending fully one^ighth 
of an inch from the canal into the stirrounding stmctnre, closing the 
uretha so completely as to only admit a small filiform bougie for 
three inches, at which situation, being four inches from the meatus, 
was a more firm band encircling the urethra (annular stricture), pre- 
senting a larger opening in its centre than existed in the contracted 
portion anteriorly; the urethra behind this, including the membranooB 
and prostatic portions, dilated to about twice its normal sLi^; and 
immediately behind the annular stricture the mucous membrane im 
one inch was thickened, rough, and pigmented (bluish-black color); 
strips of this pigmented substance could be torn off, leading a surface 
of the normal color and appearance of the urethral mucous mem- 
brane. (This pigmented substance appeared to be false membrane). 
In the lower part of the prostate a cavity one-half an inch in diam- 
eter, containing a greenish tenacious fluid was found. This cavity 
was surrounded by very firm walls communicating with the floor of the 
urethra by a small opening. Walls of the bladder firm, about one- 
quarter of an inch thick, its mucous lining corrugated, and at the 
base granular with patches of congestion and pigmentation through- 
out. E. A. M. 

Enlarged Prostate — Causing Dilated Ureters and Pyelitis* 

Case No. 771. — Male. Aet. 66. Ward 4, male. Died Novtobo 
9, 1871. 

No history taken. 

Autopsy. — Twenty-four hours after death. Body emaciated. Rigo^ 
mortis marked. 

Thorax. — The two surfaces of the pleura on the right side were 
bound together by adhesions. Emphysema at the apex of boih 
lungs. 

Heart. — Dilatation and hypertrophy of the left side. The mitral 
valves were thickened, and the opening enlarged. Atheroma of the 
coronary artery on the right side. 

Liver. — ^Normal. 

Spleen. — Capsule thickened. 

Kidneys. — Size large. Capsule thickened. Slightly adherent, sur- 
face nodular, presenting numerous small abscesses. Cut surface 
granular, studded with numerous small abscesses from the size of » 



63 

pin-head to that of a pea ; situated both in the cortical and medullary 
mbstanoey which were diminished in size, while the pelids was dilated 
and filled with pus ; the ureters were dilated so as to admit the index 
finger, and were filled with pus. Both kidneys and ureters presented 
a similar appearance, except that the left ureter, soon after leaving the 
kidney, was dilated so as to form a sac of large size. Bladder was 
distended with a purulent fluid, its walls thickened and sacculated. 
The middle lobe of the prostate was very much enlarged, and pressed 
upon the neck of the bladder so as nearly to exclude the opening. 
The urethra normal. 

PSAMMOMA OF DtJRA-MATER. 

Case 747. Female. Aet. 46. Died October 10, 1871. 

Ante-mortem History. — ^Admitted to Charity Hospital October 2, 
1871. Unable to speak. Large bed sores over sacrum and buttocks. 
Partial hemiplegia left side. Some paralysis of lower jaw (pulled 
towards left side). The left calf measured one and one-half inches 
kas in diameter than that of the other side. Died suddenly the 
morning of the 10th. 

Exterior. — Post-mortem History, — ^Autopsy eight hours after death. 
^i\e feet five and one-half inches in height. Well nourished. Bigor 
Mortis present. Bed sores over sacrum and buttocks. 

« 

Brain, — SkuU, — ^Very deep, pacchionian depressions. A tumor about 

^o inches broad, and one and one-half inches thick, was situated at 

^e posterior part of the middle fossa left side, resting upon petrous 

portion of temporal bone, and intimately adherent to inner surface of 

^Ura-mater, one^third of it encroaching upon the tentorium. This 

^^tmor pressed immediately upon the superjacent cms and pons 

Varolii The cms and pons were softened, almost diffluent. The 

^Umor was gritty to the feel ; appeared to be made up of small 

S^anules, held together by trabeculsB, the whole enclosed in a fibrous 

^eath. Another small tumor, similar to the above mentioned, about 

one-half inch in diameter, was situated in centre of middle fossa, and 

Mherent to external surface of the dura-mater, resting directly upon 

the bone which was eroded. Upon right side a number of small 

tumors, from pin head to half pea in size, and having the same 

characteristics as the first one described, were attached to external 

Surface of dura-mater, and pressed upon the branches of the trifacial 

Uerve, which branches were softened and flattened, and the subjacent 
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bono eroded. Lateral ventrideB dilated to more than twice their 
normal hIsso. Pamoge between third and fourth ventrioles, easily admits 
the little finger without tearing the brain tissna Brain sabstanoe 
softer than umial. Convolutions flattened. 

ffpinal. Cord, — ^Normal. 

LumjH. — Left. — A small spot of cheeqr degeneration at base ante- 
riorly ; smaller brcmohi filled with mucus; balance of lung oonjested 
and wdomatous. Bight. — Conjested and cedematous. 

llvttri. — Valviw and walls normal. 

/j'rrr.— TisHuo normal; prolonged left lobe. 

KidnvtjH, — OoujesttHl; capsule easily stripped. Small quantity of 
pUH in [H>lvis of right. Few nmall cysts upon surface of right. . 

nifuMer. — Mucous membrane granular at base. Small quantity of 
urino present. 

Spt(t*H. — Normal. 

fiiMtfimv. — Entire lower half of ascending colon adherent to 
ailjtnuing pariotos, otherwise no abnormalities. 

Tumors or Brain (Glioma). 

Caso 681. Mai£. Aoi 46. Widower, Qermany. Admitted to 
>Vanl *J. Charity Hospital, July 1, 1871. 

(^M^ni/ Condition. — Patient*s condition precludes the idea of get- 
ting oithor a satisfactory history or physical examination. When 
s|H>ko4i to ho niuuibles something difficult to understand in reply. By 
rxHpu^t ho puts out his tongue a short distance ; tongue covered with 
Uio romoins of foinl ; takes nourishment when fed. Passes urine and 
feint's in IhhI; iH>utiuually moving extremities, hands twitch, frequently 
pullitu; tho IhhI clothes with some violence. Remaining in bed 
|vrf«vtlv inditForoiit to surrouniling objects with eyes open, or half 
oK>«itHi. C{Ui stouil and walk when assisted ; drags his feet along the 
tltHxr : witlu>ul assistance invariably foils backward. Breathing ster- 

PK'^fi*-\^ tjnimiiMtif^n. — Is large and well nourished: large cicatrix 
owr loft tilxia ainl oxf\st«^s. No soar upon penis. Dullness on 
{vr\nts^\>u at Ivosn^ ot right tuiig — no a(>ox Wat to heart, its action 
w>vAk — civ^ niurmurik i>&^fs gne^at resistance when attempt is made 
ti^ o\tvsnvi «^r doi. the extnouitioifi : upon pricking his feet and legs, 
Mf^V' ftiosiciKHs cwacnftct^ but giv^es no «i^U:& oi \idEii. IHed July oth. 
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Post-Mortem. — ^Eleven hours after death, rigor mortis present. 

Brain. — Galcarium very thin. 

Dura-mater. — Considerably adherent over vertex, small amount of 
fluid at base. Both middle cerebral arteries, and right anteribr con- 
tained plugs, their walls thickened and calibre diminished. Attached 
to them in their couiBe several small firm tumors, (size from a pea to 
a hickory nut) developed also in the grey matter of the brain. The 
same tumors found in the right anterior lobe of the brain, on the 
superior surface of corpus callosum in the cms cerebri, and on the 
surface of the brain. The whole cerebral tissue very soft, yellowish in 
patches; ventricles largely dilated, measuring in length eight inches, 
and in diameter five. Pons Varolii also softened, its vessels dilated 
and filled with blood, which in some places had exuded, staining the 
surrounding tissue. The meninges at the base were adherent and 
thickened. 

Cerebdlum. — ^Normal. 

Thorax, — Slight old adhesions at right apex ; left, at the base, firmly 
bound down and compressed, being in a state ot fihroua induratioriy 
with thickened bronchi. Left upper lobe and whole of right markedly 
congested and slightly oedematous. Lower lobe of right very friable. 

Heart. — ^Normal size. Three edges of aortic valves and one of the 
mitral thickened. Also, endoarteritis of aorta. 

Liver. — Quite large, congested with fatty patches. 

Spieen. — ^NormaL 

Kidneys. — Size about normal. Capsules easily stripped joflF — stel- 
late congestion of surface. Cut surface congested. Malpighian 
bodies prominent and congested. Tubes in cortical portion nearing 
the pjramida light yeUowish. 

Bladder. — Distended with urine ; coats normal. 

Microscopic examination of the brain tumors showed them to be 
made up of a finely reticulated basement substance holding in its 
meshes small rounded or oval nucleated cells, with a fine granular 
intercellular substance. Small cholesterin crystals and oil globules 
in groups in a few places. E. A. M« 
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PERiTYPHiLrno Abscess. — Perforation op Appendix Oceoi Vermi- 

FORMIS. 

Case 3, (new records.) Female. Aet. 40. (Single, Ireland, Domes- 
tic.) Admitted from Work-house, January 1, 1872. 

Previous History, — ^Patient states that she has heretofore enjoyed 
good health. That two weeks ago she began to have chills, on the 
day before admission was taken with severe pain in the abdomen, had 
the same day a small passage from the bowels, the first she had for 
three weeks previously. 

Condition on Admission. — Patient is very feeble, and suffers severe 
pain in the abdomen ; lies with knees flexed on the abdomen ; abdomen 
very tender and tympanitic ; bowels constipated ; has been vomiting 
a glairy mucous ; face flushed ; expression anxious ; pulse feeble, 120 
per minute, temperature 100° ; dullness in right iliac region ; on per- 
cussion, anorexia ; pulse ranged during her sickness from 120 to 140, 
temperature from 102° to 103^° ; treatment, opium and stimulants, 
with mild means to move the bowels ; died of asthenia, January 7, 
one o'clock, a. m. 

Post-mortem. — Thirty-eight hours after death ; body emaciated ; 
surface slightly jaundiced ; rigor mortis well marked. 

Head. — ^Not examined. 

TJiorax. — Slight old adhesions at both apices posteriorly; lower 
part of each upper lobe in a state of fibrous induration, with numerous 
small broncho-pneumonias ; most of them imdergoing cheesy degen- 
eration ; upper poi*tion of these lobes emphysematous bronchi : peri- 
bronchial thickenings; a few found completely occluded, others 
dilated in the indurated lung. Eemaining portion of lungs normal. 

Heart. — Normal. 

AlxJominal Cavity. — On opening this a circumscribed abscess was 
found (containing thick greenish pus,) between the omentum and 
abdominal walls, extending from the right iliac region obliquely 
upward toward the left to about two inches above and to the left of 
the umbilicus. The walls of the abscess were formed behind by the 
omentum, circumscribed laterally by adhesions, and anteriorly by the 
abdominal parietes — the peritoneum covering the latter being eroded. 
The vermiform appendix was perforated about 1^ inches below its 
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attachment to the coecnm by an oval opening half an inch long, on 
its anterior aspect. The coecum and appendix bore evidences of 
active inflammation and were adherent to the omentum and surround- 
ing parts. 

Large Intestine. — Contained a large quantity of light yellow colored 
poltaceous feces. 

Small Intestine. — ^Distended with gas, convolutions agglutinated to- 
gether by inflammatory exudation, and contained throughout a small 
quantity of liquid fsBces ; Peyer's patches prominent, pigmented 
(flhaven face appearance), and one nearest the colon presented two 
smaQ round ulcerations with dark inverted edges. 

Pdvic Cavity. — Filled with a chocolate-colored very offensive fluid, 
small quantity of the fluid between the adherent convolutions of the 
intestines. In the cul-de-sac between the rectimi and uterus on the 
right side a lai^e ulceration with ragged edges by which the perito- 
neum was destroyed. Uterus drawn to the left side of the pelvic 
cavity and firmly adherent. 

Stomach. — Contained a thin yellowish fluid; mucous membrane 
undergoing post mortem softening. 

Mesenteric Glands. — Enlarged, but none were found to contain pus. 

Liver, Spleen, and Kidneys. — On account of post-mortem decom- 
position very little could be recognized, but they were apparently 
normaL 

E. A. M. 



SMALL-POX HOSPITAL. 



Small-pox Hospital, B. L, January 1, 1872, 

The Commissioners of Public 

Charities and Correction, 

Gentlemen. — I have the honor to present to you herewith the 
Annual Beport and Statistics of the Small-pox Hospital for the year 
1871. 

The past year has been an unusually busy one at the hospital, 
owing to the extensive prevalence of the special disease, sufferers 
from which it is its province to receive, and its capabilities and 
lesoorces have been thoroughly taxed and tested. Commencing the 
year with but twenty-eight inmates within its walls, it was called upon 
to receive, up to the end of June, over sixteen hundred patients. 
Then a lull took place in the activity of the disease, followed, with 
the approach of colder weather, by its rapid extension, until, at the 
dose of the year, the steadily increasing quota of patients under 
treatment reaches one hundred and seventy-two ; and there is but 
too good reason to anticipate an augmentation, rather than a diminu- 
tion of the number. 

The stone building, the original hospital, has been used constcuitly 
^luring the year, but its accommodations were not sufficiently exten- 
^ve to meet the increase of patients, and have required to be sup- 
plemented by the appropriation to the use of small-pox patients of 
^e two pavilions on the eastern side of the Island, formerly used for 
^^ver cases. These still proving inadequate, in the month of March 
^ large temporary frame building was erected adjoining them, and 
^rved its purpose well during the summer months. With the 
approach of winter, however, and the revived activity of the disease, 
U was found that, from the nature of its construction, it was unsuited 
for occupation in the colder months. It was accordingly abandoned, 
^ the erection of a large and convenient hospital pavilion com- 
iinenced upon the western bank of the Island. As I write, this pavil- 
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ion rapidly approaches completion, and will ere long give ns the 
means of more comfortably providing for those patients at present 
under our charge, and of meeting, moreover, a probable increase in 
their number. 

Other improvements in the hospital, and its surroundings, will be 
required during the present year, some of which your Board has 
already decided upon making. The construction of a new dock, for 
which you have made the necessary provision, will add much to the 
advantages of the hospital, by increasing the facilities for l^ndipg 
and embarking patients. 

In conjunction with an alteration in the heating apparatus of 
Charity Hospital, which I have suggested in my report of that insti- 
tution, I would respectfully recommend a change in the mode of 
suppljring steam for this, the Small-pox Hospital. At present the 
supply is drawn from the boiler-house at Charity, through a pipe 
several hundred feet in length, and much is, of necessity, lost in the 
transit. The fever pavilions are suppUed from the same source, and 
not unfrequently, in very cold weather, it is impossible to maintain a 
proper degree of warmth in any one of the three institutions. By 
the erection of a small boiler in, or attached to, the Small-pox Hos- 
pital, the stone building and paviUons could be more equably and 
economically treated than they can be now, while the boilers at 
Charity Hospital, relieved from the duty of supplying distant build- 
ings, would amply meet the requirements of the larger institution. 

The tables which accompany this report will be found to be self- 
explanatory, and indicate concisely the work which, in the past year, 
the hospital has been called upon to accomplish. 

Table "A" shows the admissions to, discharges from, and deaths 
in the hospital during the year, as well as the number remaining 
upon its books, on the first of January, 1871 and 1872, respectively. 

Table " B " supplies essentially the same information, but classified 
with reference to the different months. In each of these tables the 
patients are separated according to sex and nativity. 

Of the 2,498 patients received during the year, 1,731 came from the 
city proper ; 235 from quarantine direct ; 527 from the islands under 
the charge of your own Department and the Commissioners of Emi-- 
gration ; and 5 from other sources. 
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Table '' C," comprising the list of diseases of those who have died 
m the hospital during the year, is of especial interest, and upon care- 
ful examination and comparison, will be found to reflect no little credit 
upon the gentlemen to whom the medical treatment of the patients 
has been entrusted. The number of deaths occurring in the hospital 
during the year will be seen to have reached a total of Ave hundred 
and thirty-three (533). The entire number of patients under treat- 
ment during the year, according to table ''A," is two thousand five 
hundred and twenty-six ; therefore the proportion of deaths to cases 
treated is twenty-one and one-tenth (21 1-10) per cent. The average 
rate of mortality in English hospitals for the treatment of Small-pox 
patients is shown by recent reports to be about twenty-seven (27) 
per cent., in view of which facts, and the additional circumstances, 
that sanitary precautions and compulsory vaccination are much more 
rigidly enforced in England than in our own country, the compara- 
tively small death-rate in this hospital is very satisfactory. But, per- 
haps, a fairer comparison, and certainly a no less flattering one, is 
between the rates of mortality among those patients permitted by the 
Board of Health of this city to be treated at their own homes, and 
those removed to this hospital. The regulations of the Board of 
Health as to isolation and sanitary precautions in the former cases, 
leave it in the power of those only who are in good circumstances to 
avail themselves of the privilege. It is, therefore, fair to presume 
that such patients have had the benefit of the best medical treat- 
ment available, the best nourishment and attendance, and the most 
thorough hygienic advantages. And yet, according to the Beport of 
Dr. Morris, City Sanitary Inspector, the mortality among such patients 
reaches thirty-five and one-third per cent., or over fourteen per cejit. 
nu>re than among those treated in this hospital. Certainly pauperism is 
not without its blessings. 

Another interesting fact that may be learned from this table is, 
^t a surprisingly small number of the patients in this hospital die 
from complicating diseases, and more especially pulmonary com- 
plaints. From the very nature of the disease, and the delirium that 
*^ frequently attends it, rendering it difficult to keep the patient warm 
*^d in bed, affections of the lungs are very apt to intervene. Pneu- 
monia and bronchitis, ordinarily such frequent and fatal sequelae of 
Suudl-pox, have been extremely rare in this hospital during tiie year. 

Two &cts should not be lost sight of in any comparison that may 
^ made between the death-rate of this hospital for 1871, and that 
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of any other hospital, or any other year. In the first place, this 
hospital receives a large number of patients of a different class 
from that treated in probably any other hospital in the world — emi- 
grants from quarantine. These patients, coming to us with the 
disease often far adyanced, and always with the debilitated condition 
produced by a long sea-Toyage, are very frequently beyond the aid of 
treatment, and often die within a few hours of their admission to the 
hospital Although it would be quite justifiable, in the calculation of 
the death-rate, to omit cases in which death has occurred within 
twenty-four hours of admission, this has not been done, and the ftMt 
should be borne in mind in the making of comparisons. Another 
fact, affecting particularly comparisons between this and other years, 
is the universally admitted one, that the type of the disease which we 
have had this year to encounter has been of unusual malignancy. 
The proportion of confluent and hsBmorrhagic cases has been ex- 
tremely large. 

The examination of table " C," in conjunction with those which 
precede it, reveals many interesting points, and suggests many inter- 
esting deductions, which, however, are perhaps scarcely of a nature 
to come within the province of the present report. For instance, 
looking at the nativity of the patients, we find that there were more 
foreigners than natives admitted to the hospital, but that a larger 
number of natives than of foreigners succumbed to the disease. In 
other words, out of every hundred patients, natives of this country, 
twenty-eight (28) died, while but sixteen (16) died of every hundred 
of foreign birth. This would argue upon the part of the residents of 
this city of foreign birth, greater susceptibility to the disease, or, at 
least, greater exposure to the circumstances which beget it, or assist 
its development ; and, on the other hand, greater constitutional vigor 
wherewith to meet its attack. Similarly, among the male patients, 
the rate of mortality was twenty-four (24), and among the female but 
eighteen (18), per cent. The obvious deduction from these figures are 
very suggestive, and it would be of interest to know if the records of 
other hospitals confirm them. 

Table " D " shows the expense attending the maintenance of the 
hospital, with the daily, monthly, and yearly cost per capita of the 
patients. 

I must avail myself of the opportunity which the presentation of 
this report affords, to tender to the gentlemen who are associated 
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wiih me in the duty of caring for the patients in this hospital, mj 
sincere thanks for their unreserved and cordial support and co-opera- 
tion. Dr. L. P. O. Gk>uley brings to his duties the advantage of an 
unumally extended experience in the treatment of this special dis- 
ease, and Dr. Z. S. Sowers ably seconds him in his efforts. With a 
ocmfidence in the abilify of these gentieman which the medical records 
of the hospital fully justify, I have left to them the performance of the 
more sfarictiy professional duties, and have principally devoted myself 
to those pertaining to the executive. 

Mr. William Thomas, the Steward of the hospital, performs his 
duties to my complete satisfaction, as do the nurses and orderlies. 

The chaplains of the department, the Bev. Zetus Searle, and the 
Bev. Father Tetter, have faithfully attended to their duties in this 
hospital, undeterred by any considerations of personal safety, or by 
the repulsive nature of the disease whose victims it is their duty to 
mt Too great praise cannot be accorded to these gentlemen for 
the diligence and r^ularity with which they pursue their calling in 
the face of difficulties and dangers, from which less unselfish and earn- 
est ministers would shrink. 

Before closing this report, I may perhaps be permitted to make 
aUosion to a subject which has given pain and annoyance to all those 
▼ho have the best interests of this hospital and its imfortunate 
inmates at heart. I refer to the intemperate and harsh criticism of 
itB management and condition by certain journals of this city. An 
established rule of your Department forbids the direct and public 
lehtation of anonymous attacks, and I shall be careful, in the general 
remarks I shall make upon the matter, to avoid any transgression of 
this rule. 

There are many things in the nature of this hospital which, render 
^ labors of those who endeavor to faithfully administer its affairs 
peculiarly arduous, and which are likely, in a corresponding degree, 
^ be productive of complaint. In the first place, the large majority 
of its inmates have become so involuntarily compelled from the 
Necessities of public safety to leave their homes, and to break off, for 
& time, all intercourse with family and friends, it is scarcely to be 
Pondered at that some of them should look upon their surroundings 
^d their treatment with no very favorable eye. Another ground for 
dissatisfaction with them is the length of time for which, during their 
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convalescence, they are compelled to remain in hospital. Looking at 
the matter ignorantly and selfishly, and feeling themselves perfectly 
well, it is impossible always to satisfy them that their detention is due 
to nothing else than regard for the safety of those to whom they are 
so desirous to return. So much for the patients themselves. For the 
public there is the incentive to mistrust that the privacy of the hos- 
pital naturally presents. Concealment, or anything approaching it, 
will inevitably b^et suspicion, however necessary and justifiable it 
may be. Public clamor against any other institution under your 
charge could be promptly met by throwing open its doors to the 
public, and affording them the opportunity for personal investigation. 
With the Small-pox Hospital this is, of course, impossible. Medical 
men alone, and few even of them, can, or do, claim admission ; and 
their verdict, favorable as it is, is not widely known. That compIaintB 
against the Small-pox Hospital should be made is not, therefore, sin- 
gular, nor is it likely that they will cease so long as there shall be a 
Small-pox Hospital to complain about. Let me, therefore, briefly 
state the present condition of the institution, not for the information 
of your Board, for day to day examination has made you thoroughly 
familiar with it, but for those who have not the opportunity of per- 
sonally examining into it. 

Upon the 23d of November last, your Board so extended the 
powers and duties of the Chief of Staff of Charity Hospital as to 
bring the Small-Pox and Fever Hospitals within his jurisdiction. In 
the resolutions prescribing the change, you distinctly ordered that no 
expense should be spared whereby the comfort of the patients might 
be enlianced, or their recovery expedited. Could I feel that recent 
attacks have any possible foundation, I should acknowledge my sole 
responsibility, for from the promise of these resolutions you have 
never receded, and my every requisition has been fully and promptly 
honored. 

The ordinary diet supplied to non-paying patients is considerably 
better than that furnished to the same class in any other of the institu- 
tions under your control. It is, in the main, prepared accordii^ to the 
Dietary Table adopted for Charity and Bellevue Hospitals, but the 
quantities of different articles, and the frequency with which they are 
given are increased, and more acceptable articles are substituted for 
less. In addition to this general diet, extras — such as eggs, beef-tea, 
corn-starch, etc., — are supplied in liberal quantity, upon the orders of 
the attending physicians. 
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Sach patients as can, and are .nlling to pay for their board are 
^ at the rate of five or ten dollars a week. From this sum your 
lent derives no advantage. Any surplus remaining after the 
te., „e prodded for, ta dZted (» L3l tafl.e^.o,em«.t 
the diet of pauper patients. To those who pay ten dollars a week, 
are famished by the matron of the hospital, identically the 
le as those placed upon my own table and that of the resident 
tical staff, while to those who pay &ve dollars, a good substantial 
is giyen. ' 

All boarders liye in the stone building, and those who pay the 

ler rate have each a priyate room, neafly furnished. Of the non- 

nying patients, the females are placed in the stone building also, 

[e the males occupy two payilions, constructed with a special yiew 

the treatment of contagious diseases, and offering all the advan- 

which the payilion-system is generally acknowledged to afford. 

The nurses and orderlies are carefully selected, receiye good wages, 
are required to spare no effort to promote the comfort of the 

ients. 

. 

; These are, in brief, the facts with regard to the condition of the 
Imall-Pox Hospital, and the adyantages which it offers to its inmates. 
To this, those who haye had the opportunity as patients of testing 
lb comforts will, I doubt not, cheerfully testify. 

the gratifying 



Evidences you haye giyen me of your confidence and fayor, primarily 
k placing in my hands so important a public trust as the manage- 
ment of this hospital just now is; and subsequently in promptly 
Auctioning and liberally completing whateyer measures my estima- 
'^n of the requirements of the institution has led me to inaugurate. 

I remain, gentlemen, with great respect. 

Tour obedient seryant, 

A. E. MACDONALD, M. D., 

Chief of Staff. 
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TABLE A. 



ChneraL Statement — Small-pox Hospitdl, 1871. 





WHITE. 


COLORED. 








1871. 


• 


1 


4 


• 

1 


i 

H 
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Remaining in hospital Jan. 1, 1871. . . 
Admitted from Januarj 1 to Decem- 
ber 31, 1871 


17 
1,299 


11 

1,134 






28 
2,498 


7 
1,097 


21 


35 


30 


1,401 
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1,145 


35 


30 


2,526 


1,104 


1,422 


Died from January 1 to December 31, 
1871 


307 
914 


202 

868 


14 
19 


10 
20 


533 
1,821 


303 
726 


230 


Discharg^ed from January 1 to Decem- 
ber 31. 1871 


1,095 






Remaining in hospital Dec. 31, 1871. 


95 


75 


2 




172 


75 


97 





' 


i 


' 




1 


1 


1 


1 


i 


t 


If 


^ 






11 ssessgses'gsa 


W.IU.. 


1 


1 

1 


il S8!iig:JSg5Sg£X 


W.FBnulB. 


gj --«: i -=.-.«* 


ClUto. 


8 






...„..-.„. 


O-FoimK.. 


























w. JUle. 


1 


























W.FfflD^, 


























0.1UU. 


























cr-ui.. 


i g s 8 :! E § § 1 § S S 8 ™-- 


1 gssasSssSsss ^'*'"- 


2 SsiteslSSsiSa ^""^ 


ll SggE55ffiESSaS ■"■*""■ 


1 


1 

i 
t 


S SKESfSaSBlsSS l''-^™^- 


s 




1 i i ...-_- 


h-- 


1 


s 






|c.,^^. 


i E 3 e 8 1 S g 1 1 £ S 3 T»UL 


s ssssssasssgssl »•*!"■ 


1 SSSS = SSS£SS£| i-^ign- 


^ SSE.SiSESSeCSS | Wiuie. 


1 


1 


g , - . S 5 


fe 


S S K « 8 . 1 w. TtoUi 


= - i 


. : 




» » » . : i 


1 CHila. 


1 


s i \ 








1 C.F«nul<L 


§ 88SS8SI 


S S ^ £ ;: j TotaL 


ll c . 


s e: £ 8 s 




e i; « . 1 nmro. 




%\ ^ t 


= 




5 


s 


a 


k 


s 


= 




1 


Foreign. 



? I 

§3 bd 



68 



TABLE C. 

List of diseases of those who died at the SmaU-pox Hospital 
the year 1871. 

Variola modificata 

" discreta 

" semi-conflaeiiB 

" conflaens 

" " et hsBmorrhagica '. 

" " hsemorrhagica et corymbosa 

'< semi-oonflaeiis and pneumonia 

" discreta, bubo, and pjiemia 

« conflbens and ODdema glottidis 

" " bronchitis 

" semi-confluens and bronchitiB 

« discreta and pneumonia 

" modificata and bronchitis 

" " and inanition 

" semi-confluens and hsmorrhag^ca 

" confluens and meningitis 

" discreta and erysipelas 

'* semi-confluens and meningitis 

" modificata and rubeola 

" confinens and erysipelas 

Scarlatina and uraemia 

Inanition 

Bright's disease 

Gynanche trachealis 

Phthisis pulmonalifl 

Pneumonia 

Meningitis 

I Syphilitic adenitis 

j (Edema glottidis *. 

I Typhus fever 

Pneumonia and phtlusis pulmonalis 



I • 



• • 



,1 
I 
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FEVER HOSPITAL. 






Feyeb Hospital, B. I., Jan. 1, 1872. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President of the Board of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction, 

Sm. — I have the honor to lay before you the statistics of the Fever 
Hospital for the past year. 

As will be gathered from them the year 1871 has been a compara- 
tively nneventfol one. Since my own connection with the hospi- 
tal commenced, a period of little more than one month, the number 
of patients has been extremely small, and the fevers treated have 
been mainly scarlatina and roseola. This has happened very fortu- 
aa-tely, as, owing to the small number of cases, one pavilion has been 
foxmd amply sufficient for their accommodation, and we have been 
enabled to devote the other to the use of small-pox patients, thereby, 
ixi some measure, meeting the increase of that disease, and preventing 
the undue overcrowding of the stone building. 

The Fever Hospital, previously under the charge of a member of 

the Medical Staff of Charity Hospital, was, on October 1, 1871, 

transferred to the medical care of the resident physicians of the 

Small-pox Hospital ; and these gentlemen, Drs. Gouley and Sowers, 

continue to perform duty in it. 

Of the annexed tables, those marked "A" and "C" show the 
ebanges of population in the hospital during the year; table '' B " the 
ntunber of deaths, and the diseases to which they were attributable. 
It will be seen that there were in all thirty-seven deaths, and two 
hundred and fifty-two patients treated, so that the rate of mortality 
for the year is about fourteen and one-sixth per cent, of those under 
treatment. 

Table " D " shows the amount expended during the year for 
different purposes, and the total cost of maintaining tlie \xi^^\k\&cs\u 



70 

It also shows the yearly, monthly, and daily cost of each inmate. In 
explanation of the largeness of the per capita rate, as compared with 
that of other institutions of your department, I must call attention 
to the small number of patients treated in certain months. Some 
of the expenses of the hospital, and especiaUy the items for salaries 
and fuel and light, continue the same whether the number of patients 
be large or small; and, therefore, as the number of inmates 
decrease, the average cost per capita for their support must of 
necessity correspondingly increase. 

In conclusion, I would very respectfully surest to your Honorable 
Board the propriety of erecting two or three other pavilions, such as 
that which is now being hmlt for small-pox patients. With these 
ready for immediate occupation in case of emergency, your Board 
would have the means of promptly meeting; any epidemic that may 
occur ; and. in the absence of any, Lj wo Jd afford facilities for the 
separation and classification of the various fevers and other conta- 
gious affections which we do not now possess, and which are phunly 
needed. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, 

A. E. MAODONALD, M. D., 

Chief of Staff. 
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TABLE A. 
Oeneral Statemsnt — Fevib Hobfiial, 1811. 



1871. 



Bamaining in hospital January 1, 
1871 

AiBiitked from January 1 to Decem- 
ber SI, 1871 



IXed from January 1 to December 31, 
1871 

Discharged from January 1 to Decern 
hep 31,1871 

Remaining in hospital December 31, 
1871 



WHirK. 


COLORin. 


i 


1 


•2 






9 


17 
131 


9 
96* 






26 
226 


16 
90 


148 


104 






262 


106 


24 
119 


13 

89 






237 
08 


12 
91 


6 


2 






7 


3 



J. 

o 



10 
136 



146 



25 
117 



TABLE B. 

List of diseases of those who died at the Fever HospiUd during the 
year 1871 : 

Apoplexy \ 1 

Acute meningitia 2 

Asthenia from acute pleurisy 1 

Bri^Vs disease 1 

** " and pneumonia ,. 1 

Cardiac disease 1 

Delirium tremens and double pneumonia 1 

Pneumonia. 2 

Scarlatina maligna 2 

" " and acute nephritis 1 

" " ** uraemia. 1 

Typhoid fever. 12 

Typhus " 9 

" " and acute pleurisy 1 

Yellow fever 1 

Total deaths 37 
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HOSPITAL FOR INCURABLES. 



REPOET OF WARDEN. 



Januabt 1, 1872. 
Isaac Bell, Esq., 

PresiderU Board of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Sib. — The annual report of the Hospital for Incurables, with ac- 
companying tables and statements, is respectfully submitted. 

The interest felt in this class of a£3icted persons is unabated ; and 
in addition to the liberal provision made by your Honorable Board — 
the orderly and nurse, with willing assistants — are unceasing in their 
e£forts to attend to the wants and promote the comfort of the inmates. 

There has been a considerable decrease in the mortality compared 
with last year. 

The inmates enjoy spiritual consolation in the frequent visitation of 
the ^ninisters of religion, in accordance with the preference that each 
may have. 

Yours most respectfully, 

JAMES BEACH, 

WardcTi. 
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Statement of Hospital fob Incurables. 

Number of inmates remaining December 31, 1870 93 

* ' " received during the year 1871 84 

177 

Number of inmates discharged daring the year 1871 20 

" " died " *' " " 62 

72 

105 

Males 46 Natives 12 

Females 59 Foreigners 93 



Nativity of inmaies of Hoapitdl for Incurables admitted during the 
year 1871. 



Natirities. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total 


United States ••*--- 


5 
26 

1 

• • 


5 

46 
1 

• . 


10 


Ireland 


* 


72 


Scotland • 


2 


Bncrland 








• • 




32 


52 


84 



Nativities of Inmates of Hospital for Incur aMes who have died during 1871. 



United States.. 

Ireland 

England 

Germany 

Scotland 

Other countries 



Nativities. 



Male. 


Female. 


3 


2 


13 


21 




3 


1 


1 


1 


6 




1 


18 


34 



TotaL 



5 

34 

3 

2 

7 
1 

52 
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There wereji/ty-two deaths in the Hospital far Tncisrailleafor the year 1871. 



Causes of Death. 



Astheuia 

Age and debility. . . . 

Apoplexy 

Bright' 8 disease 

Cerebral softeDing. . . 

" apoplexy... 

Cirrhosis of liver. . . . 

(Edema of lungs 

PneumoDia 

Phthisis pulmonalis. . 
Paralysis, general. . . 
Senectus, dotage . . . . 
Sub-acute meningitis. 

Tuberculosis 

XJrsmia 



Male. 



Female. 



6 
1 
2 
5 
1 



1 
2 



18 



6 
2 

2 

1 
1 
3 
6 
6 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 



TotaL 



34 



12 
3 
2 
7 
1 
1 
1 
3 
7 
8 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
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Classtficaiion of ages of inmates admitted^ 1871. 



Classification of Ages. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Between 20 and 30 years 

" 30 " 40 " 


2 
7 
8 
5 
5 
4 
1 


2 

5 

10 

13 

15 

6 

1 


4 


40 " 50 " 


12 


50 ** 60 " 


18 


" 60 " 70 ** 


18 


" 70 *' 80 " .. 


20 


" 80 " 90 " 


10 


'* 90 " 100 " 


2 


Over 100 vears » 










32 
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NEW YORK CITY LUNATIC ASYLUM. 



EEPORT OF THE RESIDENT PHYSICIAN. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Commissioners of 

PtMic Charities and Correction. 

Sib. — ^Mj Seyenth Annual Report as Resident Physician at the 
New York City Lunatic Asylum is herewith respectfully submitted. 

During the year 1871 seven hundred and eighteen patients have 
been admitted, six hundred and twenty have been discharged, and 
one hundred and seventy-one have died. 

Of those admitted, sixty-nine had been insane less than one week 
at the date of admission, one hundred and forty-one had been insane 
less than one month, eighty-six less than two months, and twenty- 
seven less than three months. In two hundred and ten cases the 
duration of insanity, at the time of admission, could not be ascer- 
tained. Five hundred and seventy-one of these cases were first ad- 
missions to this asylum, and one hundred cases were second admis- 
sions. In four hundred and sixty-five cases there had been no pre- 
vious attack of insanity, in one hundred and thirteen cases there had 
been one previous attack, in thirty-three cases there had been three 
previous attacks, in eighty-seven cases the number of previous attacks 
could not be ascertained, and in the remaining twenty cases the num- 
ber of previous attacks varied from four to seven. One hundred and 
forty-two of those admitted were bom in the United States, three 
hundred and twenty-seven in Ireland, one hundred and sixty in (Ger- 
many, and eighty-nine in other countries. Of all the patients ad- 
mitted since 1847 inclusive, two thousand six hundred and sixty-three 
were bom in the United States, five thousand five hundred and forty- 
six in Ireland, two thousand two hundred and sixteen in Germany, 
and one thousand four hundred and thirty-four in other countries. 
Of those admitted, one hundred and nineteen males and one hnndzed 
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and seyenteen females were married ; two hundred and six males 
and one hundred and forty-four females were single ; nine males and 
sixty females were widowed ; and the civil condition of eight males 
and of two females could not be ascertained. The greatest number 
of admissions^ ninety-three, occurred in the month of May. 

Of those dischai^ed, two hundred and forty-four had recovered, 
being a percentage of thirty-four on the number admitted; one hun- 
dred and sixty of the males who were dischai^ed were sent to the asy- 
lum building recently completed on Ward's Island for care and treat- 
ment. Of those discharged, who had recovered, one hundred and 
nine had resided at the asylum less than three months, fifty-four from 
three to six months, fifty-five from six to twelve months, twenty-one 
from one to three years, four from three to six years, and one more 
than six years. 

The percentage of deaths was eight and a half on the two thousand 
and twenty-three patients under treatment. 

For further points of statistical interest reference may be made to 
the tables appended. 

Three cases of small-pox have occurred in different portions of our 
buildings within the past year. These patients were promptly sent 
to the Small-pox Hospital and proper measures taken to prevent the 
spread of the disease. In each case the disease was contracted from 
an independent and unknown source, and was not communicated to 
any other individual at the asylum. 

During a portion of the winter, spring, and summer months the 
dietary was deficient in vegetables, and with the usual disastrous results 
on the health of the patients. The very great importance of a whole- 
some, abundant, and varied dietary scale for insane patients has been 
often uiged in previous reports and other commtmications. It is a 
necessity which cannot well be over-estimated and for which due pro- 
vision should be made. 

Save as above-mentioned, the sanitary condition of the household 
has been remarkably good during the past year. 

The comfort of the patients demands that repairs be made to cer- 
tain portions of the institution, which have become defective through 
age and long use. The means for heating are especially defective. 
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The boilers do not now admit of as great pressure of steam as for- 
merljy while the pipes are so corroded and roughened that the steam 
is impeded in its progress through them. Since our only means of 
ventilation is through open doors and windows, and since proper ven- 
tilation is an absolute necessity, enough heat should be supplied to 
counterbalance the faults of a defective, or rather no, system of ven- 
tilation. With a sufficient supply of heat and with proper care on the 
part of attendants, however, no serious ground of complaint need be 
found either on the score of warmth or pure air. 

Two great deficiencies, to which reference has been made from time 
to time, still exist. There is great need of a sufficiently lai^e and 
commodious hall for exhibitions, dancing, lectures, theatricals, read- 
ings, gymnastics, concerts, etc. The same hall might, if thought best, 
also be used for religious services. 

There is also great need of a bath-house for purposes of general, 
and vapor or hot-air bathing. This subject was treated at length in 
the Annual Beport for 1867. 

The number of females under care and treatment at this asylum 
has always been greater than the number of males, and this difference 
has been steadily increasing until latterly there have been nearly twice 
as many females as males in the institution. The excess in the num- 
ber of females is accounted for in part by the fact that more are ad- 
mitted ; but the excess in the number of admissions is not sufficient 
to account for the excess in the number resident. There is another 
fact of at least equal importance : that is, of the males admitted a 
greater percentage is cured than of the females admitted. For ex- 
ample, during the past four years twelve hundred and fiffcy-six males 
have been admitted ; four hundred and nineteen have been discharged 
as cured, or thirty-three and one-third per cent, on the number ad- 
mitted. Within tiie same period of time fifteen hundred and eighteen 
woman have been admitted ; four hundred and twenty-seven, or only 
twenty-eight per cent, on the number admitted, have been discharged 
as cured. 

For many years past this institution has been so overcrowded as 
greatly to impair its usefulness. On December 13, the process of re- 
Ueving the New York City Lunatic Asylum was commenced by the 
transfer of patients to the New York City Asylum for the Insane on 
Ward's Islaad, and this process has been continued at the rate of ten 
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each day until the present time. It is hoped and belieyed that Um 
relief afforded will be substantial, and that the two institatioDS wil 
accomplish an amount of good which could not be expected of one 
asylum so greatly overcrowded as this has been for a long time past 

LABOB, ETC. 

In several of the Annual Reports of the Besident Physician espeeial 
reference has been made to the great difficulty experienced in a large 
asylum for the insane in furnishing sufficient and appropriate employ- 
ment and exercise for the minds and bodies of the inmates. WhUe 
the importance of providing relaxations and amusements was not un- 
derrated, it was yet urged that useful labor is at once the most easy 
" to provide and the most satisfactory in its results ** of any of the 
means at our disposal for the employment of the insane. But on ae- 
count of the overcrowded state of the institution the principles advo- 
cated could not be efficiently carried out. Each attendant hasliadso 
many patients in charge that provision for their employment, under 
proper supervision, could not be made. During the greater part of the 
past year the number of patients placed under the care of each attend- 
ant has been as high as thirty-seven, although from twelve to fifteen 
patients is the average number over whom a single attendant is 
thought capable of exercising proper care. For some years past the 
percentage of patients employed in useful labor has been gradually 
diminishing. Formerly, with the aid of a small number of laboring 
men and women, all the work about the buildings and grounds was 
performed by patients. Now, no less than twenty-five men and fifty 
women from the Work-house are employed about the institution. A 
renewed consideration of the labor question seems now to be especially 
appropriate, since by the opening of the Ward's Island Asylum our 
overcrowded condition will be materially relieved, and the number of 
patients placed under the care of each attendant will conform more 
nearly to the normal standard. 

A stranger on visiting our Asylums for the Insane cannot fail to be 
impressed with the listlessness, the apathy, the objectless, indolent 
appearance of the inmates. He sees that the great mass of the 
patients are in good physical health, and that they conduct themselves 
with marked propriety. He wonders why they are not in some way 
employed ; and cannot help thinking that he himself would become 
indolent and stupid and feel miserably if he had nothing to do - aqd 
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espeoially if he were at the same restricted in his liberty and deprived 
of many of 'the objects of interest and care with which the attention 
of men of leisure even is occupied in ordinary life. His impressions 
would not be altogether in the wrong, although in many individual cases 
they might be at fault. What can and what cannot be done in use- 
fully employing insane patients will be best understood by carefully 
considering the salient facts and circumstances connected with the 
problem. 

At the first accession, during what may be termed the acute stage of 
insanity, the mental and physical depression, or the mental perturba- 
tion» is usually so great that little can be effected and little good ac- 
complished in engaging the insane in active employment. During this 
stage they need rest and medical treatment. They should not be ex- 
pected to occupy and amuse themselves, but should be amused and 
interested in some occupation. This is not the suitable time to enlist 
their activities. If excitable, they are active enough already, and their 
activities cannot be directed into any useful channel. If they are in- 
aotive, they need the rest they get, or even if some increase in their 
activity be thought desirable, it should be brought about by the active 
co-operation of those in charge, and at the least possible expense to 
the nervous energies of the patient. If there are some cases that 
would be benefited by active employment during the early stages of 
the disease, they may be considered for the most part as chronic in 
form, if not in fact, and to be treated like other cases in which the 
acate efymptoms have already yielded. 

After the acute symptoms have in some degree passed away ; when 
the excitabiliiy is diminished ; when a fair degree of self-control has 
been regained; when the mental depression has become less pro- 
found ; when the physical condition has become notably improved, 
the patient begins to feel the lack of that stimulus to his mental and 
physical energies to which he was accustomed in a state of health. 
At this period, then, judicious provision shotdd be made to furnish the 
means of occupation, whether it be labor or mere amusement, or both ; 
and as convalescence advances the mind and the body should be 
more and more fully occupied. But recovery may never take place. 
The nervous system may be irremediably impaired. In many of 
these cases, however, the well-being of the patient is also promoted 
for the remainder of his life, insane though he be, by systematically 
calling forth Ins mental and physical activities. Ocevv^Q»\ioii^\k<^\i. 
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should be especially provided for two classes of patients— -fexr those 
who are fairly on the road to conyalescence ; and for the ehronic in- 
sane, whose minds and bodies are not too much enfeebled* 

At this stage of the inquiry it will be of advantage carefullj to oon- 
sider what may reasonably be expected of amusement, and what of 
useful employment, as remedial or conservative agents in the treat- 
ment of the insane. Thus we shall come to understand the import- 
ance and the peculiar province of each. 

The general principle is quite the same, whether it be applied to 
the sane or to the insane. In either case, if there be a fair d^pree of 
mental and physical vigor, the mental and physical powers should be 
called into action. If the body be properly employed and exercised 
it becomes more healthy and more vigorous. The brain, as a part of 
the body, participates in the advantages gained, and henoe the mental 
powers, which are manifested through the brain, are rendered more 
vigorous and healthy. But the mind also exerts a reciprocal and pow- 
erful influence upon the body. Pleasing sights and sounds, joyful 
tidings, kind attentions from others, the exercise of the understand- 
ing, excite pleasurable emotions. The whole nervous system partici- 
pates in the influence, the blood flows more rapidly and in a fuller 
stream, the appetite is increased, nutrition is improved, and a gene- 
ral feeling of physical comfort and well-being is the result ; the body 
itself is improved. On the contrary, bad tidings, fear, unpleasant 
sights and sounds, lack of needed sympathy from others, or any such 
cause of mental depression excites unpleasant and depressing emotions. 
The action of the heart is weakened, the circulation of the blood is 
impeded, the appetite is diminished, sleep is disturbed and rendered 
unrefreshing, nutrition is impaired, and the whole body suffers. Thus, 
in order to secure the highest degree of bodily and mental health, 
whether in the sane or in the insane, both body and mind should be 
occupied and exercised in proper ways and witliin proper limits. But 
if the physical health be impaired, even in the sane, both body and 
mind must be less actively employed ; the amount of relaxation, of 
amusement, must be increased ; the amoimt of labor must be dimi- 
nished, and, moreover, must be of such a nature as not to prove too 
great a tax upon the mind. 

The insane are of impaired health both in body and in mind. Even 
those who appear to enjoy robust physical health have weakened or 
diseased brains. Usualljr, however, the whole body suffers. The 
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general innervation and nutrition are impaired, and the power of en- 
durance is diminished. Hence, in the management of the insane also 
the relaxations, the amusements, should exceed the standard required 
by persons in the enjoyment of perfect health, while the amount of 
voluntary employment required should be correspondingly diminished. 

During the early stages of convalescence, and in cases considerably 
enfeebled in body and mind, then amusements, in which the patient 
is a passive participant, are peculiarly appropriate ; such for instance 
as music, exhibitions, pictures, the reading of pleasant stories, etc. 
But as soon as the mental and physical powers will permit, the active 
participation of the patient is desirable and useful, and hence games, 
theatricals, dancing, books, newspapers, and other such means of 
amusement should be supplied in abundance; and this provision 
should be continued so long as the patient needs to remain an inmate 
of an asylum. 

Mere amusements, however, even though the patient be an active 
participant, are limited in their sphere of usefulness. If made the 
sole, or even the principle object of pursuit, they soon cease to afford 
satisfaction ; they become dissipating, weakening to the mental pow- 
ers; they become sources of self-dissatisfaction rather than of pleas- 
ure ; they amount to httle more than a species of active idleness. 

Useful employment of the body, or of the mind, and especially of 
both the body and the mind, has a much more extended range of 
usefulness than mere amusements, important and even necessary as 
the latter undoubtedly are. Useful occupations may be followed for 
several hours each day without causing a feeling of satiety, such as 
the pursuit of mere amusement for a like period of time would induce. 
Prolonged hard labor, if not carried to the extent of physical exhaus- 
tion, is usually accompanied with and followed by a sense of satisfac- 
tion and bodily comfort. A great majority of the patients who are 
admitted to our asylums have been accustomed to daily occupation in 
some useful employment, and usually in physical labor. It is a fact 
that many insane patients are better pleased with work than with 
amusement. Since then the useful employment of insane patients 
would seem to offer so great advantages, it is important to enquire to 
what extent they can be thus employed, what difficulties are to be 
overcome, what agencies are to be brought into requisition in induc- 
ing them to work, and what kinds of work are b^ adapted to th^ 
purpose. 
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Bearding the kinds of work best adapted for the employment of 
the insane, little need be said. Much will depend upon the previous 
pursuits of the patients, on their capacity, and on the varying oircmB- 
stances and necessities of particular locations and communities. It 
may be stated in general terms, however, that housework, sewing, 
fancy needle work, embroidery, the care of plants, light gardening, 
and kitchen and laimdry service are types of the work best adapted 
to females ; tehile for males, farming, gardening, grading and improv- 
ing lands and places, the care of domestic animals, and simple manu- 
facturing pursuits are well adapted. 

As has akeady been remarked, the majority of insane patients are 
unfitted for any systematic employment, during the early stage of the 
disease. Many others are too feeble or too profoundly demented to 
engage in any employment whatever. A large number of the patients 
in our asylum, however, are neither feeble nor profoundly demented, 
but yet are unemployed and cannot be engaged in useful labor with- 
out difficulties that in some cases seem at first to be practically insur- 
mountable. 

Among the most unpromising of these are patients who are too 
stupid, or apathetic, or indolent to attempt anything ; or who, if they 
do undertake to work, perform their task so badly and relinquish it so 
quickly, that nothing seems to be accomplished. K they work at all, 
however, something reaUy is accomplished. A beginning has been 
made. K, on the first attempt, they can be induced to work ten min- 
utes with very indifferent results, on the occasion of the next attempt 
they can be induced to work a longer period of time, and to do theii* 
work in a better manner. With this class, each individual patient 
should be taught habits of industry by often-repeated, kind, patient, 
personal instruction and example. They have fallen into a state of 
mental hebetude and physical indolence through lack of use of the 
powers they really possess. Through use their weakened powers 
become strengthened ; through the force of habit they will finally 
continue to do voluntarily and well what at first was done poorly and 
at the expense of much time and labor on the part of their instruc- 
tors. 

Others again are active and intelligent enough, but they are excitable, 
have little power of attention and self-control, and have lost the habit 
and the desire of being usefully employed. With the exercise of a 
littie tact and patience, however, they can be induced to assist at 
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some siiuplework; with active employment, their excitability becomes 
rapidly diminished and their power of self-control increased, so that 
in the majority of these cases the first step is the only really difELcnlt 
one in the process of teaching them habits of industry. The habit 
of industry once formed, they become very active and efficient 
workers. ' 

There are others who were of an obstinate and selfish disposition 
when in a state of health. They do not think their condition will be 
in any way improved if they do work, for they see that those who are 
idle get as good food and clothing, and as kind attention as those who 
are Industrious. Hence they are inclined to persist in idleness, say- 
ing that they were not sent to the asylum to work, but to be cured, 
or that they will work if paid for their labor, but not otherwise. 
The ai^^ument that work is an important means in effecting a cure, or 
that they ought at least to work enough to pay for their food and 
lodgings, is usually of little avaiL The disposition is at fault. Some 
privileges, however, ought to be allowed to those who are industrious 
that are not accorded to those who are able to work, but will not. It 
should be made to appear practically that it is more advantageous as 
well as more pleasant to be industrious than to be idle. There 
should not be a system of punishment for those who do not work, but 
a system of rewards for those who do. The selfishness that inclines 
them to abstain from work should be brought Into requisition to 
induce them to engage in useful labor ; and this method will usually 
succeed, without doing anything more for the obstinate and selfishly 
disposed than ought to be done for all the workers. Here, as in other 
cases, it is the first step that costs. 

There are yet others whose whole lives have been lives of idleness. 
These need to be instructed in and encouraged to undertake some easy 
and pleasant occupation, that if not particularly useful in itself, is yet 
labor rather than mere amusement. The patient will be benefited, 
if the commtmity is not. 

But there are many patients, both among the convalescents and the 
chronic insane who are willing and even anxious to be usefully 
employed. These shoidd by all means be furnished with occupation, 
for they may be positively injured if allowed to remain in idleness. 
These patients, moreover, are very useful as examples, as leaders. 
Through the force of their example, other patients are more easfly 
taught habits of industry. 
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There are not wanting those who claim that authority, that a ee^ 
tain degree of compulsion even ought to be employed in induciDg the 
insane to become industrious. Their reasoning is as foUowB: The 
patient is taken to an asylum against his will ; if he is violent and 
dangerous, he is still further restrained of his liberty; if he attempt 
suicide by starvation, food is forcibly administered ; if medicine li 
considered essential to his recovery, and is refused, this also is forciblj 
administered. If physical employment is thought necessary in order 
to secure the best interests of the patient, why should not this also 
in like manner be enforced? 

It may be replied that labor enforced against a patient's will, even 
if this were possible, is not likely to subserve the end designed. If 
he be compelled to take food while attempting suicide by starvation, 
the necessity of this measure is unmistakably obvious both to the 
patient and to all other persons. The necessity or propriety of 
enforced labor, however, might not be acknowledged by the patient 
either before or after his recovery, even if that recovery depended 
greatly upon labor as a remedial agent. The harm resulting from 
the process of compulsion would probably more than counterbalance 
the benefits arising from employment thus enforced. An expression 
of authority, however, that challenges respect and obedience while 
the patient is really left to act freely, and without feeling that he has 
been compelled is both useful and proper. In this, as in many other 
regards, the patient needs to be under the control of a mind of a 
will stronger than his own ; a mind that is competent to exercise a 
beneficial, directing, and restraining influence over his actions and 
feelings. The indispensable agents required in the attainment of this 
end are earnest, reliable attendants of proper disposition and qualifi- 
cations, who shall receive their inspiration and instructions from one 
intelligent and competent medical superior. 

In order to secure the full advantages of useful employment as a 
remedial or conservative agent in the treatment of the insane, the 
facilities for providing suitable means of employment should be ample, 
and the organization of the asylum especially adapted to this end. If 
the physician directs that a particular patient be furnished with 
employment, there should be no obstacles on account of lack of work 
to be done, or of attendants to supervise. The work prescribed 
should be furnished with as great certainty and promptitude as medi- 
cine, or any other remedial agent, when prescribed in like manner. 
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Employment should be the rule, the habit of the institution. A 
patient who is little disposed to work is favorably influenced by the 
example of a few industrious fellow-patients. If the majority of the 
patients were regularly employed, the task of inducing convalescents 
and others to co-operate would be greatly facilitated. 

With a system of labor so perfected that every patient could be em- 
ployed as soon as in proper condition, especial advantages would be 
experienced in the case of those patients even who do not recover. 
If these patients are allowed to remain for a long period of time with- 
out employment, they contract habits of idleness which it is very diffi- 
cult to overcome. They become both mentally and physically inca- 
pable of exertion through lack of use of their powers. They should 
not be allowed to fall into this condition. Immediately after the sub- 
sidence of the acute symptoms it is comparatively easy to enlist their 
activities in useful employment. If this were systematically done, 
very many wotdd be rendered comparatively useful, comfortable, and 
even happy for the remainder of their insane lives, who otherwise are 
liable to fall into a state of mental and physical degradation from 
which they cannot be reclaimed. 

In order to carry the employment scheme into practical effect a 
suitable and sufficiently numerous corps of attendants should be pro- 
vided as instructors and co-laborers ; and the character and qualifica- 
tions of these attendants is of the very greatest importance as bearing 
upon the success that may be anticipated. A high order of talent or 
intellectual ability, or culture is not required. The attendants, how- 
ever, should be healthy, good-natured, reliable, industrious, obedient, 
conscientious, and at least, not dissatisfied with their station and call- 
ing. These are characteristics and qualifications that certainly ought 
to be possessed and that may reasonably be expected. 

When the physician, then, directs that a particular patient be in- 
terested in some employment, such an attendant as those above de- 
scribed — ^patiently, cheerfully, and perseveringly — endeavors to carry 
out the orders and intentions of the physician. He endeavors to in- 
terest the patient in the work in hand. He does not order, or drive, 
or in any way play the part of the mere overseer, but he enters with 
spirit into the work himself, and by his own cheerfulness, alacrity, and 
good example, leads his charge to undertake willingly what he would 
by no means do if he were simply ordered. The attendant, as fellow- 
laborer and companion^ attains results which he could not reach in the 
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role of master. Nor is the moral influence of the attendant in the 
least weakened by thus associating with and leading the patients. It 
is strengthened rather ; for he gains their good will and thus disanns 
opposition, while his own sound mental and physical health are ad- 
v£Lntages which give him a controlling moral influence over those who 
have lost in mental and usually also in physical power. 

Such results, however, cannot be anticipated if attendants are em- 
ployed who are mere keepers ; who think it beneath their dignity to 
give patients their personal attention ; who entrust to patients duties 
which they ought themselves to perform, and especially such as per- 
tain to the care of other patients ; who consider their position as in 
some sort a sinecure bestowed on account of other services ; who are 
dissatisfied with their calling, and strive to perform their duties at the 
least possible sacrifice of personal comfort; who are too indolent, both 
mentally and physically, to undertake what they know to be their duty ; 
who are ungentlemanly in their manners and general bearing, and rude 
in their tone of voice and language ; or who are so self-conceited, in- 
tractable, or disobedient that they perform their allotted duties as 
they themselves think proper rather than in accordance with the 
wishes and instructions of their superiors. 

Now, although a small proportion only of the patients at this asy- 
lum are regularly employed, yet enough work is done to indicate what 
might be accomplished if the proper means and incentives were 
used. The amount of work done by the women much exceeds that 
done by the men, for the reason that work suitable for women has 
been more abundantly provided, and also that they have been more 
thoroughly supervised by the attendants. Circumstances like the 
following clearly demonstrate what might be done in teaching habits 
of industry to chronic and apparently intractable patients. Some- 
times, through transfers or discharges, a particular hall is deprived of 
the patients who, for a long time, have performed the necessary duties 
of cleaning, sweeping, making beds, serving in the dining rooms, etc. 
At first the attendants urgently ask for other industrious patients to 
perform these duties, saying that not one of those remaining is com- 
petent or can be induced to work. It is almost invariably found, how- 
ever, that, if these attendants are left to get along as best they can, 
within a few weeks, or a few days even, they succeed in teaching some 
of the remaining patients to perform the necessary duties quite ac- 
ceptably and cheerfully. 
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Thus far, the question regarding the useful employment of msane 
patients has been considered only with reference to its beneficial 
effects upon themselves. There is another question which, although 
a subordinate one, is yet of no small importance ; that is, will it pay 
to furnish the means of employment and the necessary attendance ; 
or in other words, will the commonwealth be pecuniarily the gainer or 
the loser. 

The labor of the insane is less profitable than that of the sane for 
many reasons. They are less robust; they do their work less per- 
fectly ; they make more mistakes, and are Uable to waste and spoil 
materials ; they are much less efScient as workers on account of the 
lack of a sound mind to control and guide their actions ; they need 
closer supervision in order to ensure a proper performance of their 
work, to prevent waste, and to prevent quarrels and misunderstand- 
ings. Hence they must be employed in some simple work that is not 
likely to be very remunerative. They are liable to do even this 
poorly ; and, moreover, they need to be supervised by sane men, each 
one of whom might do as much work as several patients. The fact 
that a few insane patients work as well as though they were sane does 
not invalidate the general statement of the case just made. 

It wotdd be folly, then, to anticipate any considerable pecuniary 
gain from the employment of the insane, even under favorable circum- 
stances. And yet there is no doubt that their labor can be made to a 
certain extent remunerative. If each one cannot do as much work as 
a sane person would accomplish, a number of them may be depended 
upon to do more than those required to supervise them would be able 
to accomplish. But the attendants who supervise them should not 
be idle. They should work with the patients, and thus add their con- 
tribution of labor to the general stock. It may be safely assumed 
that while the labor of the insane cannot with a just regard to their 
best interests be made a source of income, it can yet, under a proper 
organization, be made considerably to diminish the cost of their main- 
tenance. 

There are also two ways in which an oi^anization especially 
adapted to the teaching of habits of industry to the insane may be 
indurectly advantageous to the community in a pecuniary point of 
view. In the first place, under judicious management, more patients 
would recover, and hence wotdd cease to be a burden to the commu- 
nity. Instead of remaining consumers they would become producers. 
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In the second place, some of those who did not recover would be ren- 
dered so usefol that their friends would undertake their care, and thus 
relieve the public of their further support 

Whatever may be attempted in utilizing the labor of the insane, it 
must not for a moment be forgotten that each step should be taken 
under the direction and advice of a competent and humane physician^ 
otherwise more harm than good is likely to ensue. The insane patient 
is ever to be considered and treated as an invalid, and his labor, like 
his medicine, should be prescribed by those who fully understand his 
case. 

Notwithstanding the small ratio of attendants in the service, and 
the imperfect provision for furnishing the means of employment, a 
considerable amount of useful labor has been done during the past 
year. Much of the work was of such a character as not to admit of 
a very exact enumeration of particulars, as it consisted in the perfor- 
mance of ordinary household duties. Nearly five thousand articles of 
clothing and bedding have been manufactured imder the supervision 
of the Matron, and six thousand have been repaired. A table is an- 
nexed showing the kind of articles and the number of each kind manu- 
factured and repaired. In addition to the performance of ordinary 
hall duties, the working men have been engaged in mechanical pur- 
suits — in gardening, in assisting in the construction of buildings, and 
other such pursuits. 

The usual provision has been made for the amusement of the 
patients, consisting in dancing, exhibitions of pictures by the stereop- 
ticon, concerts, readings, checkers, backgammon, cards, books, peri- 
odicals, etc. On the Fourth day of July, on Thanksgiving and on 
Christmas days, a large number of patients were assembled in one of 
the pavilions for dancing. A considerable number participated in the 
dancing, and those who did not were hardly less pleased than those 
who did. The entertainment on Christmas day was particularly suc- 
cessful on accoimt of the unusually large number of musicians em- 
ployed. A volunteer band of musicians also generously assisted in 
rendering the patients happy on Christmas day. Of the advantages 
of such amusements enough has already been said. 

PATIENTS IN CARE OF FRIENDS. 

Among the advantages to be gained from teaching the chronic in- 
sane habits of industry it was suggested that their friends wotdd be 
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flomeiimes aaked : — Is it always necessary or best to put incurable in- 

' sane, who are considered and have long shown themselves to be quiet 
and inoffensive, in an asylum for the insane ? Do not many persons 
live outside of asylums who are quite as insane as some of those who 
are within? Why are not these quiet, inoffensive and industrious in- 
sane patients sent to the care of their friends, or allowed to go at 
large and care for themselves ? 

It is undoubtedly true that there are many persons at large who 
are quite as insane as some of those who are under the care and re- 
straints of an asylum. They remain at large because they have not 
caused any especial fear or annoyance ; or because they are sufficient- 
ly well cared for by their friends. If they are harmless, if they are 
well cared for, and if their mental condition is not likely to be im- 
proved by asylum treatment, there is certainly no reason why they 
should not continue to enjoy their liberty. But it should be under- 
stood that very many patients who are quiet, orderly and industrious 
while under the salutary discipline, supervision and restraints of an 
asylum, become excited and unmanageable when placed in the care of 
the most kind and judicious friends. All the orderly patients in an 
akylum would not remain so if at krge. Some of the chronic insane, 
however, are taken from asylums and easily cared for by their friends. 
Others might be removed in like manner if there was any one who 
would undertake their care. They are not able to provide for them- 
selves ; they are not able to earn their living under friendly super- 
vision even ; and they have no friends who are willing to take them, 
or else the circumstances of their friends are such that they cannot 
undertake the burden of their support. 

In the case of patients who might properly be placed in the care of 
their friends, and whose friends are wiUing to take them, but are de- 
terred on account of inabiliiy to bear the burden of their support, it 
would seem highly advisable to encourage their removal, by offering 
a small weekly stipend that would serve in part to cover the in- 
creased expense incurred. If such an arrangement could be carried 
into effect the patient would be rendered happier, our over-crowded 
asylums wotdd be relieved of a portion of their inmates, and the ex- 
cuse to the public would be diminished. The stipend granted shotdd 
not be sufficient to cover the entire cost of the patient's support ; it 
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shoTild be less even than the cost of his support at the aajlam ; hat 
even then his friends might not be pecnniarily the losero if he wen 
competent to render himself in some degree nsefoL 

This plan would differ materially from the Scotch system of pladog 
quiet incurable insane patients out to board with strangers, as nnder 
the plan proposed, patients would be placed in the care of those to 
whom they were bound by natural ties, and who would feel a waim 
personal interest in their welfare. The district physicians in the em- 
ploy of the Commissioners might visit these stipendiaries from time to 
time, ascertain how they were treated, report on their mental and 
physical condition, and recommend a discontinuance of the stipend 
in those cases that were found able to earn their own support, or whose 
friends were able to provide for their maintenance. 

GYMNASTIC EXERCISES. 

The gymnastic exercises for the female patients have been continued 
regularly as heretofore, and with all the benefit formerly experienced. 
In recent cases recovery is promoted, and in chronic cases the health 
and mental condition are improved. During the former part of the 
year Mrs. Gillfillan conducted the exercises with her accustomed efS- 
ciency, and during the latter portion, Miss Emma McGlenn, who suc- 
ceeded Mrs. Gillfillan as instructress in gymnastics, has performed her 
duties with marked enthusiasm and ability. 

DR. POMEROY. 

Insane patients sometimes complain that there are noises in their 
ears, {tinnitus aurium,) which cause them much annoyance. In some 
cases the annoyance is excessive. There can be no doubt that the 
tinnitus aurium may act as one of the causes of their insanity. Nor 
can there be any doubt that in all cases of tinnitus aurium there is an 
abnormal condition of some part of the auditory apparatus. But it 
is well-known that disease of a portion of the body may exist without 
the person diseased being conscious of its existence. And yet the 
diseased condition may have a very decidedly prejudicial influence on 
the health of the individual. The question, then, very naturally arises 
whether possibly, in some cases of hallucination of hearing, there may 
not be an abnormal condition of the auditory apparatus which acts as 
an exciting cause of the hallucinations, although the patients may not 
have tinnitus aurium, or be conscious of any diseased condition of the 
organs of hearing. 
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The most obvious method of testing the question above stated 
would seem to be to have an expert in aural disease make a careful 
examination of a considerable number of insane patients who have 
hallucinations of hearing and of an equal number of insane patients 
who have no such hallucinations, and then compare the evidences of 
tural disease found in the two classes of cases. Dr. O. D. Pomeroj, 
Physician to the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital, at the request of 
the Besident Physician, had the kindness recently to make a very care- 
fdl examination of sixty insane patients in accordance with the method 
above suggested. Dr. Pomeroy made a very able report which is of 
great interest as an addition to our positive biowledge on the subject. 
Whether the results of such investigations are positive, partial, or 
negative, they are none the less of interest, since something Ib decided, 
or at least brought nearer to a decision. The report of Dr. Pomeroy 
was follows : — 

" The examination of sixty lunatics at the Black well's Island Lanatic Asylum, 
New York, thirty of whom had hallucinations of hearing and thirty had 
none, with the view of determining whether disease of the ear had any 
agency in the production of the symptoms, by 0. D. Pomeroy, M. D., of 
New York. 

'^ The hallucinations referred to were human voices, the patients imagining 
that some person or persons were talking to them. 

'' They were all females, many having sysmptoms of nympho-mania, and 
nearly the whole of them having nervous symptoms. 

** In their description of the voices heard, there was almost a constant refer- 
ence to some male acqa^tance or friend, which would lead one to suspect 
that the phenomenon depended on the condition of the brain and nervous sys* 
tem, rather than on the condition of the organ of hearing. 

''It was thought by the writer that if an equal number of cases having 
hallucinations were carefully examined and the result placed beside a similar 
examination of an equal number of cases not exhibiting this symptom, the 
subjects being taken from the same walk of life, and that if a larger number of 
the hallucination cases presented symptoms of present or past aural affections, 
it was fair to infer that diseases of the ear had an agency either in modifying 
or produciog these phenomena. Troltsch^ in his work on the ear, says, in re- 
gard to the tinnitus aurium of the insane,* ' It is a very important question 
whether the aural hallucinations occurring in insane patients do not frequently 



' Second American editioo, translated by D. B. St John Ruski, M. D., p. 5^1. 



i 



94 

depend on peripheric tinnitnS; which is exaggerated by the patients.' 'It 
would be well worth the troable if physicians for the insaxie would ezanmi 
the ears of soch patient' 

'' He quotes Prof. Ludw. Mayer, formerly of the Insane Afljlnm in Huh 
burg, who gives the history of a melancholy patient who was relieved of i 
sound in the ear resembling the cry of an infant, by the removal of a ping of 
inspissated cerumen which had caused deafness of one side. On the same page 
Schwartzer is quoted as follows : ' Subjective aural sensations, which are 
caused by demonstrable affection of the ear, may, in predisposed perKms, es- 
pecially when there is a hereditary tendency to mental disease, become the 
direct cause of aural hallucinations that may accelerate the outbreak of meo- 
tal disease. I have treated such a patient for a long time, and she has been 
protected from a threatened attack by local treatment of the aural disease. 
In other cases, insane persons who suffer from aural disease, distinguish its 
tinnitus from their illusions or hallucinations. They hear their "sounds" 
simultaneously, but independently of the tinnitus aurium.' 

" Troltsch further states that, ' Koppe speaks in the same way, more in 
detail. He examined thirty-one insane persons in the insane asylum at Halle, 
in whom considerable disease of the auditory apparatus could be detected. In 
none of them was there tinnitus without, at the same time, the existence of 
aural illusions or hallucinations. Seven insane persons also had a chronic 
hyperaemia of the vessels of the handle of the malleus, and besides the snbjec- 
tivc aural sensations, aural illusions, and hallucinations. ' In two cases of 
inspissated cerumen the tinnitus disappeared after the removal of the wax, but 
the hallncination remained. In several cases, which are folly detailed, both 
the tinnitus and the hallucinations disappeared after local treatment of the ear. 
Two cases were particularly interesting, where only one ear was affected and 
where the sounds were only heard on that side.' 

"Troltsch* again says: ' Perhaps we may designate the one variety ' ae 
nervous tinnitus aurium, the other as material or acoustic,' and which may 
' exist at the same time.' William Hamey, F. R.C.S.,f speaks of * hysterical, 
hypochondriacal, and nervous patients ' as suffiering from every possible form of 
tinnitus. Wilde says| : ' In some forms of hysteria, and iu cases of mental 
aberration and lunacy — as those familiar with such know full well — the patients 
often complain of all manner of noises, whisperings, and unnatural sounds, but 
these are, I believe, generally the result of a disordered imagination, like the 



• An Essay on the Diseases of the Internal Ear. T. T. Sais?y, M. D., etc. Baltunore ; 
Hatch & Dunning, 1829, p. 627. 
t The Ear in Health and Disease. London : Henry Renshaw, 1865, p. 25. 
t Disease of the Ear. Philadelphia : Blancbard i^ Lea : 1863, p. SSI. 



ocalar spectra which aflSict certaiD individaals.' Saissj* speaks of sympto- 
matic tinnitiis as depending on ' nervous diseases, snch as h3rsteria, hypochon- 
dria, conTolsions, and mental alienations.' 



" The cases are thns tabulated : 

Ko HAixrcni ATioK. 

Cenunen in ezt auditory canal, in four in- 
stances. 

The membrane sonken and opaque, nine- 
teen times. 

Membrane congested, fire times. 

Ocearional pidns in ears, two times. 

DiflViae acute inil. of ext canal, no times. 

Granular membrane tympanl, no times. 

Galarrfa of £ tube, no times. 

Acute otitis media, recently or at present, 
one time. 

Peril of m. and dischaiige, no times. 
AH these were females but two. 

Ko HALZ^DoniATioir. 

H. D. (bearing distance) normal, twenty-fire 
times. 

Tinnitus aurium. four times. 

The record, no history of ear trouble oc- 
curred, twenty-four times. 

mstory of ear trouble, six times. 

Tinnitus occasionally, two times. 

H. D. not normal, fire times. 



Haxxuczhatioh. 

Cerumen in ext auditory canal, in three in- 
stances. 

The membrane sunken and opaque, eighteen 
times. 

Membrane congested, one time. 

Occasional pains in ears, six times. 

Diffhse acute infl. of ext canal, one time. 

Granular membrane tympani, two times. 

Catarrh of E tube, one time. 

Acute otitis media, recently or at present, 
fonr times. 

Perforation and discbarge, one time. 

All these were females. 

HALLUCXHATIOir. 

H. D. normal, twenty-two times. 

Tinnitas aurium, six times. 

The record no history of ear trouble occur- 
red thirteen times. 
History of ear trouble, seventeen times. 
Tinnitas occasionally, four times. 
H. D. not normal, eight times. 



''From the abore table it will be seen that there is no striking difference be- 
tween the cases having hallucinations and those not having them. The most 
coDspicnons differences are as follows" : 



4« 



The record ' membrane congested ' occurs five times without hallucina- 
tioDS, and not a single time with. The record ' occasional pains in the ear ' 
oecars two times in the first column, and six times in the second. 

** ' Acnte otitis media' occurs only one time .in the first, and four times in 
the second column. 

*' * H. D. normal ' twenty-five times in the first, and twenty-two times in 
the second column. 

'' * No history of ear trouble ' occurs twenty-four times in the first, to only 
thirteen times in the second division 



^ An EMsy on the Diseases of the Internal Ear. T. T. Saissy, M. D., ete. Baltinune : 
Batdi 9t Dunning, 1829, p. 132. 
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'* * History of ear trouble ' occurs six times in the first, and seventeen times 
in the second. 

" Tinnitus aurium ' occurred about twice as often in the hallucination cases, 
which is somewhat worthy of note. The ' H. D. ' was considerably better 
(as eight to five) in the no hallucination cases. 

''So the result of the examination is a little in favor of the hallucination 
cases, being ofteuer associated with ear disease. 

" The proportion is not, however, anything like that previously quoted from 
Troltsch and others. Neither was it possible to observe any connection be- 
tween the teunitus aurium and the hallucination, or even to make other obser- 
vations so exactly laid down in the quotations, the patients being hardly intelli- 
gent enough for that purpose. Certainly, the aural disease did not, in a sin^e 
instance, develop or excite the insanity, as has been quoted. 

'* The fact of these patients all being females, except two, was purely acci- 
dental, those being furnished for examination probably as a matter of con- 
venience. 

" The histories of each patient were given to the writer, but were not con* 
sidered as being specially pertinent, and are omitted. 

'' The subjects were of the middle period of life. The disease was usually 
chronic mania or melancholia. 

''In reading over these records one certainly must feel a suspicion that 
aural diseases have some influence in producing aural hallucination. But in 
very many of these cases no possible connection could be made between the 
hallucination and disease of the ear. The statements made by others would 
seem to be exaggerated at least. 

Dr. Edward G. Loring, Physician to the Manhattan Eye and Ear 
Hospital, has within the past year made a careful opthalmescopic 
examination of a number of cases of epilepsia and of general paresis 
with reference to the determination of any abnormal condition of the 
vessels and nerves of the eye that might exist. Dr. Loring's engage- 
ments were such that he could not make a large number of examina- 
tions, and hence he does not think it advisable to make a statement 
of the results of his observations until he has made a greater number 
of examinations. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton has also given us the benefit of his valu- 
able experience and advice in such cases as rendered the ad\ice of a 
specialist in surgery particularly desirable. 
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To all these gentlemen thanks are returned for their very valuable 
services. They have done such service as was referred to in the 
remarks regarding a Consulting Board of Physicians and Surgeons in 
the Annual Report of the Resident Physician for the year 1870. 

DONATIONS. 

The following donations are thankfully acknowledged in behalf of 
our patients : 

Mr. John S. Pierson, of No. 7 Beekman street, has continued his 
generous contributions by sending two dozen well-selected books for 
tiie patient's library, one hundred stereoscopic views for their amuse- 
ment, and forty beautiful pictures for the adornment of the halls. A 
copy of the New York Ledger and a copy of the New York Observer 
were received until nearly the close of the year, and the Christian 
Union was received for six months. George Kellock, Esq., has sent 
two copies of the Staat^ Zeitung^ and packages of exchange papers 
daily. Mr. John Murphy presented half a dozen volumes for the 
patient's Ubrary. Books of the value of thirty dollars have been pre- 
sented by the Society for the Promotion of Rehgion and of Learning 
through the Rev. Edward Cowley. Prayer Books and periodicals 
have also been received through Mr. Cowley. Donations of periodi- 
cals, flowers, and seeds have been received through the kindness of 
Mrs. George Doyle, of Williamsburgh. 

We are also indebted to Mr. Thomas McAlister, to H. B. Anthony 
& Co., and to Mr. Charles L. Chapin, for the loan of slides for the 
stereopticon. 

The Rev. Mr. Shacklef ord favored us with a reading. Miss McCarty, 

of New York, and also Miss , of Brooklyn, gave our patients a 

musical entertainment, while several concerts of vocal music were 
given through the kindness of Captain Todd. 

A continuance of similar favors is respectfully solicited. Books 
and periodicals are in especial request. The only periodicals now 
regularly received are those sent by Mr. KellocL German books for 
the Hbrary are much needed. Although the number of Germans ex- 
ceeds the number of native bom citizens now admitted to the asylum, 
there is yet not a single book in the library in the German language 
for their uiEfe. 
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The great majority of the attendants have performed their duties 
weU and are deserving of the highest commendation. 

Mr. James W. Smythe, the Warden, and Mrs. Mary E. Gk)odwin, the 
Matron, have performed their various duties with their customary 
zeal and efficiency. 

The religious services have been conducted, and the pastoral duties 
performed regularly by the Eev. Zetus Searle, the Rev. Edward Cow- 
ley, Father Gelinas, and Father Charabaud. 

Dr. W. H. McDonald and Dr. T. A. Maiiin, Assistant Physicians, 
did efficient service until the close of the year for which they were 
appointed. They resigned their positions in the spring. The vacan- 
cies thus made are now filled by Dr. B. H. De La Mater and Dr. G. 
6. Hubbard. 

Dr. Theodore H. Kellogg still continues his very valuable services, 
as Senior Assistant Physician, performing also the duties of Resident 
Physician during his absence. By his good judgment, reliability, 
and general efficiency he adds greatly to the usefulness and success of 
the Institution. 

With many thanks to the members of your Honorable Board, for 
their kind support and sympathy, 

I have the honor to be, 

Tour obedient servant, 

R. L. PARSONS, 

Resideivt Physician, 
N. T. City Lunatic Asylum, 

January 1, 1872, 
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TABLE I. 

Admissions^ Discharges and Deaths (f the patients at the New York City 

Lunatic Asylum during the year 1871. 



Remaining January 1 , 1871 

Admissions during 1871 

Total under treatment 

Discharged during 1871 

Died during 1871 

Number of patients remaining January 1, 1872 



Males 


Females 


4G6 


839 


342 


376 


808 


1,215 


383 


237 


75 


96 


350 


882 



Total. 

1,305 
718 

2,023 

620 
171 

1,232 



TABLE n. 

Ages of patients at the time of admission to the New Yoi'k City 

Lunatic Asylum, 



it 
tt 
tt 
ti 
It 

tt 



Under 20 years 

From 20 to 30 years 

30 " 40 

40 " 50 

50 " 60 

60 " 70 

70 " 80 

80 " 90 

90 "100 
Unknown 



During the year 1871. 



Males. 



16 

134 

107 

43 

23 

9 

2 



Kemalcs 



Total. 



8 



20 

127 

100 

77 

29 

12 i 

6 

2 

2 

1 



36 

261 

207 

120 

52 

21 

8 

2 

2 

9 



Since 1847, inclusive. 



Males. 


Females 


2h9 


450 


1,658 


2,303 


1,655 


1,993 


969 


1,121 


4i'3 


441 


172 


183 


27 


68 


1 


13 




5 


52 


36 



Total 

739 

3,961 

3,648 

2,090 

864 

355 

95 

14 

5 

88 



342 376 : 718 ' 5,246 ; 6,613 11.859 



TABLE m. 

Naiivitiea <^ patienta admitted to the New York Ciiy LuiuUie Asylui 



BDmiHQ TBS Ykib lan. 


III 


DuBoco rat Yub im. 


i4 
""1 


NMfvima. 


1 


1 


i 


ll 


NlUvltiH. 


1 


1 


1 


1 
II 


United St»te« 


74 
131 

se 

12 
3 

4 
4 
2 
2 


68 
196 

n 

'i 

1 

5 

5 

2 


142 

327 
180 
20 
5 
4 
9 
9 
2 
4 


2,663 
5^16 
2,216 
678 
58 
47 
203 
169 
30 
17 
17 
IT 
13 
IB 
27 
20 
67 
23 
34 


Bro't forward.. 
West Indic» 


333 


371 
3 


7M 


11,73S 








IsleofMalla 














Other Britiah Pro- 1 


Portugal 








,. 




























.... 




















































2 
I 

1 
2 

i 


2 
2 

: 

7 
























BucnoaA res 












I 
4 

3 




















































SwitorlBiia. 


nnknown 

South America... 




1 
1 


718 


20 




1 
333 


1 
381 


TOJ 


















^ 


ll,S59 











Occnpati 
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TABLE IV. 

n of patients admitted in the year 1871. 





■3 


1 


1 




1 


1 


1 




3 

3 

1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 

] 
2 

5 

1 
1 


1 
1 
1 

2 
3 

4 

1 

I 

3 

2 
1 

1 

1 
2 


3 
9 

r, 

127 


Brought forward 

CattleHJenler's daughtera. . . 


71 

1 
2 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
6 

1 
1 
1 

1 
2 

1 

S 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 


6S 
2 

1 

* 

2 
1 
1 

i 
38 

J 

2 
t 












fwife::::;;;::: 


















htew 


Caatom-houM officer 

Coal-CBFrier 


















Dealer in pttinlingB 




























daughter 

Editor's wife . 




wife 
























Fftpm-UborepT . 




































































Gardener's daughters 








"Khten. 


GlaziEr'9 " 






^^"'^^^^^■•^:- 




















1 




1 










;■ daughter.. 






2 








wives 

dxugbters 


Hospital nurse... 




Hotel-keeper 




:ep'B wife 












forward ! Ti .iii 


Carried fbrward 


231 



Brought famnrd,. 

Jcnclcrs wife 

iluugi.tcr 

Laborcn 

LiibureTB' wivci 

" daughters, . . 
Longahorcmiui 



Lockimith 

Llquiir-denler 

Lather's wife 

UerchftDti 

Ucrchimla' wires. . . . 
" (Isughten 

Uiniater. 

UinUter'fi d&aghler. . 
Usclimuta. . 



[u.-hin^ 






Ifeciiuiics., . 

Hec'hanice' wivw 

" daughter. 

HusiciaD 

MuucUiu' wives 

Uill-workeT 

Uiller's dsughleF. . . . 



Idssons' wives 

Harble-cutt«r 

Uuff-Tnakcr'i wife 

Music ppofeagor'B wife, . 

Nighl-watchmau 

News dealer 

Prostitute 

Pedlara 

Pedlars' wives 

FolicemsD 

Policemena' wives,. . 

Physiciau 

PDjaiuinn's wife 

Printers' wWea... 

Porters 

Porter's wife 

Painter 

Painter's wife. 

" daughter 

Priest 

Priest's wife , 

Pilot's ■' 

rtastercn 

Plasterer's wife 

Pftstry eook 



Carried forward [iU iiS 493 



Trought forward . . 
I'ublialitrs wife 

PiL-turc-IHm r 

PliysloKnQmist 

I'fliwr linnger 

Pai'kcr of goods 

Quarrymnns wife. , . , 
liesiauraut' keepers' wii 

KitilnHUler 

Servant 

Servant's daughter. . . . 
ServsDIs 



Sewing and knitliag. . . . 

Stewardess 

Steward's daughter 

Salesmen 

Salesman's JauihUir 

Shoemakers 

Shoemaker's wives 

" daughters.. 

Soldier 

Soldlert' wives 



Sailors' wives 

" daughter. , , 

Segarmakers 

tiegnrDiakers' wife.. 
Speculators 



Silk \ 

Sculptor 

Ship caulker 

Saloon keepers 

Sail maker 

Silk printer 

Suporintcndeat 

Silversmith 

Ship carpenter's daughter 

Silver plater's wife 

Sawyer's daughter , 

Slate roofer's wife 

Straw merchant's wife.. 

Sadler's wife 

Stableman's wife 

Stable boss's " 

Tailors 



Tailor's ' 



daughters 



Carried forward 321 MT 678 





n 


1 


1 




1 


1 


1 


Brought forward 


321 
I 

2 

1 ■ 
1 
1 
1 

1 
3 

333 


357 

1 
I 

1 

a 

366 


m 

1 

9 


Brought forw»rd 


333 
1 
1 

1 

3 

2 

1 


366 

6 
1 

1 

1 

1 


699 


•' langUBgea' wile, 

'^ mu.lc'B wife.... 






Woarera' daughters 

Watthmno 

Watchmaa'a danghter 




Treosarer't wife 












Wood carren 






















Cwried forward 


342 


376 


718 



Civil condition <^ patienis admitted to the New York City Lunatic 
Asylum during the year 1871. 



During the year 1871. 


Since 1847. inclDSire. 


ClTil 


Condition. 


Hales. 


Females 


Total. 


Halea. 


Femalea 


TotaL 




119 

2«6 

9 

8 


no 

144 
2 


289 
350 
69 
10 


2,187 

3,730 

186 

143 


2,968 

2,757 

760 

138 


5,155 

9,481 

936 




^idow 




281 










342 


316 


118 


6,246 


6,613 


11,859 
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TABLE VI. 

Form of the insanity of patients admitted during the year 1871. 



Mania 



" chronic 



" partial. . . 
" alcoholic 



" a potu . . . . 

" puerperal 

" epileptic . . 

" idiotic . . . . 



" of lactation. 



<< hysterical. 
" recurrena. 



Erotomania 



Delirium tremens. 



Melancholia. 



it 



u 



with stupor, 
puerperal . . 



Dementia 



epileptic, 
senile . . 



pnmary . 
alcoholic 



puerperal . 

General paresis 

Imhecility 

Improper subjects . , 



MUei. 



177 

24 

I 

14 

10 



4 
1 



1 

1 

38 



37 
5 
2 
6 
3 



6 
1 
4 

342 



Females. 



144 
44 
5 
2 
3 
13 
9 

1 
1 



64 
1 
5 
50 
11 
9 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 

376 



TdtiL 



321 

68 

12 

16 

IS 

13 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

102 

1 

5 

87 

16 

11 

10 

5 

1 

8 

3 

7 

718 



105 



TABLE Vn. 
Number cf attacks of paiimta admitted during the year 1871. 





Males. 


Females 


Total 


First attack 


223 

44 

12 

3 

4 

1 

55 


242 

69 
21 
1 
5 
4 
1 
1 
32 


465 


Second " 


113 


Third " 


33 


Fourth '* 


4 


FiOh " 


9 


Sixth " 


5 


Seventh " 


1 


Several attacks 


1 


Unknown " 


87 






■ 


342 


376 


718 



TABLE Tin. 

Number of admissions of patients admitted during the year 1871. 





Males. 


Females 


Total. 


First admission .....r..rr-tTtTT-»» 


275 
54 
6 
2 
4 
1 


296 
51 
18 
5 
3 
1 
1 
1 


571 


Second " 

Third " 


105 
24 


Fourth " 


7 


Fifth " 


7 


Sixth " 


2 


Sfiventli '^ .••••••••••••••••• ••••• 


1 


Several " .• • 


1 








342 


376 


718 



106 



TABLE IX. 

Duration of attack at the time of admission of patients admitted 

during the year 1871. 



' Males, i Females 



Total 



Less than one week 

*' " " month 

From one month to two months . . 
" two months to three months 
three *' ** four 
four " "five 



4 < 



it 



( < 



l( 



it 



it 



I t 



I I 



< < 



II 



i t 



I ( 



( t 



it 



t t 



five " '* six 



six ** ** one year 
one year to two years . . 
two years to three " . . . 



three 

four 

five 

six 

seven 

eight 

nine 



" four " 
** five " 

" six '* 
'* seven ** 
"eight '• 



'* nine ** 



ten 

Several years 
Life time .... 
UnknowD. . . . 



it 



i I 



ten 



1 1 



twenty years 



4.5 
67 
35 
19 
5 
4 

10 
12 
27 
5 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 



104 



342 



24 

74 

61 

8 

5 

5 

4 

28 

19 

12 

9 

6 

8 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

106 




69 

141 

86 

27 

10 

9 

14 

40 

46 

17 

10 

8 

10 
2 
3 
3 
3 
7 
2 
1 
210 



718 



107 



TABLE X. 

Term of residence in the United States of j^atients admitted in the year 

1871. 



Less than three months 

From three months to six mouths 

(I K 



it 



SIX •• "• one year 

one year to two years . 
two years " three 
three " " four 
four '* " five 
five " " ten 
ten " " twenty 
twenty " " thirty 
thirty *' " forty 
forty " " fifty 
fifty " " sixty 
eighty " *' ninety 

Life time 

Unknown 



*i 



tt 



1 1 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



1 1 



tt 



i t 



tt 



Male«. 



Females 



5 

3 

1 

9 

9 

8 

18 

61 

83 

46 

7 



U 
28 

342 



376 



Total 



1 


6 


3 


6 


6 


7 


5 


14 


2 


11 


3 


11 


n 


35 


54 


105 


121 


204 


59 


105 


7 


14 


5 


5 


1 


1 


1 


1 


68 


142 


23 


51 



718 
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TABLE XI. 



Profession of religion of patients adviitied to the New Yo^'h City 

Lunatic Asylum. 



DURIKO THE TEAR 1871. 



Religion. 

Catholic 

Protestant 

Hebrew 

Heathen 

Mohammedan 

Unknown 

None 



Males. 


Females 


177 


237 


129 


112 


13 


20 


1 




11 


7 


11 




342 


376 



Total. 



414 

241 

33 

1 
18 
11 



Since 1847, 
inclnsiTe. 



718 



Males and 
Females. 



6,258 

4,821 

402 

4 

1 

362 

11 



11,869 



TABLE Xn. 

Education of patie7it8 admitted during the year 1871. 



Education. 



Education, good 

common 

fair 

very little 

reading and writing 

reading only 

none 



Males. 


Females 


2 




9 




6 




8 




263 


220 


12 


37 


42 


119 


342 


376 



Total. 



2 
9 
6 
8 

483 
49 

161 

718 



109 



TABLE Xin. 

Physical condition of patients admitted during the year 1871. 



Condition. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Qood 


139 
121 

82 


132 
125 
119 


271 


Fair 


246 


Poor 


201 








342 


376 


718 



TABLE XIV. 

Color of the hair of patients admitted during the year 1871. 



Color. 



Brown 

Dark brown 

Light brown ... 

Auburn 

firown and gray 

Black 

Dark 

Dark and gray. . 

Sandy 

Cray 

Hed 

X)ark gray 

Xight 
Xight . 
^hite 



tt 



Mal<^s. 



Females 



141 
7 
6 
8 
5 

71 

44 
8 
2 

21 
1 
2 
2 

23 
1 

342 



144 

5 

3 

9 

11 

71 

55 

14 

6 

36 

7 

3 

1 

11 



Total 



376 



285 

12 

9 

17 

16 

142 

99 

22 

8 

57 

8 

5 

3 

34 

1 

718 



110 



TABLE XV. 

CdoT of the eyes of patients admitted during the year 1871. 



Color. 



BrowD 



131 



ue 



Block 



Dark 



Gray 

Dark brown 
Dark blue. 
Hazel 



Male. 



62 

181 

13 

24 

49 

1 

1 

12 



342 



FcflBalos 



83 

169 

20 

31 

61 

4 

3 

5 



376 



TofaO. 



145 

350 

32 

55 

110 

5 

4 

17 



718 



TABLE XVI. 

Habits of patients admitted during the year 1871. 



Temperate ^ 

Intomperate 

Unknown 



Males. 


Females 


181 


274 


153 


87 


8 


15 


342 


■ 

376 



Total. 

455 

240 

23 

718 



XXX 



TABLE XVn. 
Admissions^ discharges^ and deaths for each month during the year 1871. 



AOMIBSIOMS. 



I 



MHrah..... 
April 

June 

July 

August.... 
Bept<*inbcT. 
October. . . 
Hovwnber. 



16 
10 
33 
211 
85 
85 
88 
87 
43 
32 
19 
85 

843 



35 
34 
84 
85 
68 
81 
36 
81 
33 
89 
37 
34 

876 



41 
84 
57 
64 
93 
66 
64 
68 
65 
61 
46 
69 

718 



BlflCHABOn. 



i 
I 



11 
14 
15 
13 
18 
18 
19 
83 
28 
19 
19 
183 

883 



s 



14 
18 
11 
18 
34 
33 
33 
28 
18 
36 
17 
18 

387 



35 
83 
36 
80 
43 
40 
43 
60 
41 
46 
86 
301 

620 



BXATBS. 



8 



7 
5 
7 
7 
4 
1 
7 
5 
6 
16 
8 
4 

75 



s 

I 



96 



i 



5 




7 




7 




7 




18 




5 




8 




6 




9 




9 


34 


10 


18 


10 


U 



171 



112 



TABLE XVnL 

Admissions, discharges, and deaths for each month since the year IS^T, 

indusit^e. 



MOIITBS. 



Janiiary... 

February* 
Harch 

▲prU 

May 

Juno 

July 

August — 
September 
October.... 
November. 
December . 



AoMmxoira. 



3M 
327 
419 
433 
663 
ft67 
470 
470 



I 



630 
443 
638 
601 
734 
676 
607 
5C9 



485 


631 


414 


405 


373 


466 


383 


464 


6.246 


6.613 



874 

770 

947 

1,033 

1,387 

1.233 

1,077 

1,030 

1,016 

f09 

830 

836 



11,859 



DxaCHABOl 



198 
230 
286 
249 
319 
871 
296 
306 
280 
360 
363 
480 



3,616 



234 

281 
316 
344 
406 
401 
416 
358 
400 
303 
383 
407 



4.338 



432 

601 

602 

603 

726 

772 

710 

653 

680 I 

763 ' 

646 

887 



Dxann. 



7,054 



110 
100 
110 
108 
100 
94 
166 
162 

lis 

133 
136 
110 



1,440 



96 
86 

109 
133 
148 
128 
218 
268 
129 
123 
89 
91 



186 
219 



348 



430 
247 
266 
224 
301 



1,616 



3,05Q 



TABLE XIX. 
%i$aums, Discharges, and Deaths /or each year since 1847, ttidusive. 



i,uo . i,n« 



114 



t 



9 



Ah 



5^ 
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TABIiE TTT. 

Term (^ residence of jto/ten^ dtackarged. 



i.Tao 




Drainii nn nu IBTt. 


il 


Dnno nn tub IBH. 


II 


0.^.^.. 


i 


»1 


i 


1 


OinMofDoth. 


1 


i 


1 


4 


B™rt..(™rd 


em 
11 

1 

19 
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Showing the nativitiea of patients admitted to the N. T. dty I/maite 
Asylum during the year 1871. 



K«U*lti» 


1 


1 


1 


NmUrttlM. 


1 


J 


1 


Uidted State* . . 


72 
130 
87 
U 
1 

1 
3 


6B 
19S 
73 


Ul 

160 
20 


Brought forward 


320 


367 

I 
2 

2 
BT. 




IralHuL 








, 






^ 












, 






V. 










''iiiir-ln 




, 


Caba 


Tnrke 


, 




3 




1 






^ 




320 








367 


687 
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The following tables from A to E will show the statistical items of 
importance throughout the year : 



TABLE A, 

Showing the admissumSy diachargeSy and deaths of the native and foreign 
patients ai the N. Y. City Lunatic Asylum during the year 1871. 





Mils. 


Fbmaub. 






i 

25 


.1 


1 


729 
307 




Rftmaininir JanuftiT L 1871 , . , 


122 
71 


344 
271 


110 
69 


1,305 
718 


A<1fTiiaidnnA durinir th<> VAAr ... ...,,,,,, 






Total niider treatment 


193 


615 


179 


1,036 


2,023 




Diflchanred dariDsr the year 


79 
21 


304 
54 


34 
17 


203 
79 


620 
171 


Died darioflr the year 




Total dischanred and died 


100 


358 


51 


•282 


791 




Knmber remainiiur January 1. 1872 


93 


257 


128 


754 


1.232 







tabi;e b. 

Showing the nativifUa <^ patients admitted to the 2^. Y. City Z/unaUe 
Asylum during the year 1871. 



NtUvltM. 


1 


1 


I 




1 


1 


1 




72 
ISO 

87 
11 

i 
4 
1 
3 


S9 
195 
73 

G 
fi 
2 

2 

i 
I 

3((7 


141 
325 

160 
20 
9 
3 
3 
4 

1 

7 

1 

687 


Bnmght forwvd 


320 


367 

1 

2 
2 
2 

1 
376 




T»I.T..T 
































342 
















Cuba ... 








3 














320 
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TABLE 0, 

Showing the form of insanity of those discharged at the N. T. City 

Lunaiic Asylum during the year 1871. 



FOBM or IXSANITT. 



Bboovkbxo. Impbotxd. 



77 



1 

2 
12 

1 

8 

1 



Manift 

pwtial 

puerpenl 

dironlc 

epUeptio 

apota 

•cate 

■looholio 

Dementia 

epileptic 

aenile ! . . . . 

I 
primary .1 1 

puerperal ' 

alcoholic I 2 

Paralyeia, general 1 

Melancholia ! 25 

•* puerperal ; . . . . 

Imbecility '.... 

Improper aubjects ' 



I 



57 
1 
7 
1 
8 
6 
2 
2 
8 



24 
1 



131 



113 



27 
8 



5 
3 



1 

4 



13 



Undcpbotkd. 



24 

4 



9 
8 
1 
1 



21 
2 



57 
5 



42 
8 



38 
9 
2 
1 



6 
19 



17 
8 



14 



5 

1 



8 
1 



I 



8 



58 I 71 I 191 I 60 I 8 



i 

Pn 



8 



8 



i 



16 

7 

72 

19 

18 

4 

11 

61 

10 

8 

4 

1 

8 

8 

110 

4 

4 

6 

620 



Shounng the dvU condition of the patients admitted in the N, Y, City 

Lunatic Asyhim during the year 1871. 



Civil Condition. 


1 

Males. 


Females 


Total 


Single .,.,,. T 


193 
118 

9 
22 


139 

165 

59 

13 


332 


MAITICd r r rT- 


283 


TFidows 


59 


Widowers • 


9 


Unknowii 


35 








342 


376 


718 



TABLE E, 

Showing the profession of religion of patients admitted in the N. T. City 

Lunatic Asylum during tlie year 1871. 



Pbofesdion. 


Malofl.; 


Females 


Total. 


Catholic 


165 

124 

12 

38 


231 

105 

17 

26 


396 


I'rnCAAtftnt ... , . . , ^ ^ ^ , , , 


229 


Hebrew . - 


29 


TTnlriiowii . t r . . 


64 




\M^ 




339 


379 


718 
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TABLE F, 

Shotving the ages of patients admitted in the N, T. City Lunatic Asylum 
at the time of their admission^ during the year 1871. 



AOBS. 



Under 20 years of age 
From 20 to 30 years. 

30 " 40 

40 " 50 

50 *' 60 

60 '* 70 

70 " 80 
Unknown 



It 



<< 



<( 



<< 



n 



Total 




TABLE G, 

Showing the term of residence of those 'patients discharged from the N. F. 

City Lnnatic Asylum during the year 1871. 



Time ok Residence. 



Less than three months 

From three to six months 

" six mouths to twelve months 
Over twelve months 



Males. 


Females 


130 


89 


82 


57 


51 


55 


120 


36 


383 


237 



Total. 



219 
189 
106 
156 

620 



123 



I 



t 



II 



r 






I 



* B 



5 



aii^ei»ooi^o»i^ 



Native. 



jgsrrsSSSSStS^SSSS 



Foreign. 



3 



I 



se 



u 



oi-iesoscoaiesoesooi^ai 



NfttiTe. 



SSSSSt2S8^SSSSS 



Foreign. 



3 



SS:2SSI^SSI^3S^?: 



Total. 



6 



O 
5» 



s 



c«c«eki^aie«i>»i^-9i>»k9 



Natiye. 



S5-4OS#»C0»OOaDk9« 



Foreign. 



weskocoi^cAesekkoi^csko 



S i^ IS S IS s 



<0 00 » O Ol k9 



Native. 



Foreign. 



§ss;s^s:^ss^ssss6 



TotaL 



I— CO -» H« 



M ee 



Native. 



CO Oi OD 



Foreign. 



I I 



I I 



H>k9eOfe9* feSh'MMfeO 



Native. 



<0 O 00 -9 CO 



Foreign. 






*^ c^ ^ 

1^ 00 1^ 



•-• OI 



lid M 1^ ^ tf 
^ !► 1^ M b 



ToteL 









r 



2.1- 



lb 



00 



i 



» 



r 

a 



e 
3 



Shovnng the ca uses of death in the N. T. City Lmaiic Jsylum during the 
year 1871. 



GaogrMte of thigh 

H7dro-tlior«i 

AnnoptTiU 

Idiopathic erjBipelu 

Itwniiiua 

PblbisU pulmonaiis 

Paml^HU, eeneral 

Pholo-tbonii 

Pneumonia 

Pneumo-thorax 

Plearo^neamoDia 

Pleuritu 

Peritunitia, acute 

" idiopsthio 

Kencctui 

Ucortiiilni 

Sf nco^ 

Sodening of bn^n 

Sabmenlon 

Suicide hy tianging 

Valvular disease of heart. . 
Acute meningitis 
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TABLE J, 

Showing the admissions^ discharges, and deaths of colored patients at the 

N. T, City Lunatic Asylum/or the year 1871. 



Remaining January 1, 1871 . 

Admitted 

Total under treatment. 



SULES. 


FEMALES. 


• 




• 

4> 


& 


>■ 




> 






t 


** 


t 


08 


o 


J^ 


o 


55 


£ 


55 


;<< 


n 


1 






6 




10 


3 


17 


1 


15 


3 



2 

< 



Discharged. 
Died 



5 
2 



Total discharged and died 
Remaining January 1, 1872 — 



10 



17 
19 



36 



5 
3 



1 
1 



12 
6 



2 18 


j 1 18 



TABLE K. 

Matron's Report of dothing and bedding made at the N. T. City Lunatic 

Asylum during the year 1871. 



Chemises 1,000 ' Shirts 

Petticoats 498 Sheets 

Denim dresses 400 

Gingham " 190 

Canras " 32 



PiUow 



« 



ticks 



900 

600 

300 

50 



Bed 



« 



300 

Stockings, pairs of 550 , Suspenders 800 

C^unisoles 24 | Burlap comforters 150 



ABTICLB BXPAIRXD. 



Pants, pairs of 2,000 

Jackets 463 

Shirts 1,392 

Socks, pairs of 200 

Stockings ** 600 

Bed ticks 146 



Sheets .. 
Blankets 
i^rTesses • 
Chemises 
Pillow 



500 
100 
8(M> 
700 
200 



In this, as in former years, a number of the patients admitted hare 
been, owing to the short period of their residence in the country, pro- 
perly chargeable to the Commissioners of Emigration. Li all these 
cases the examination always made when a patient is admitted has 
promptly satisfied us of the fact, the proper papers hare been pro- 
cored, and the patient has been at once transferred. 
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The expenses of the Institution have been daring the year for pro- 
visions, $80,453 28 ; clothing and bedding, $11,926 42 ; salaries, 
$26,835 99 ; drugs and liquors, $1,898 16 ; fuel, $8,140 58 ; miscel- 
laneous articles, $6,586 03 ; making a total of $135,840 46. The daily 
average number of inmates supported during the year has been 1,520 ; 
the yearly cost of each inmate, $89 35.52 ; the daily cost of each 
inmate, 24.62 cents. 

Comparing these figures with the annual expenditure of other insti- 
tutions in your Department, and taking into account the disposition 
to break and destroy so characteristic of the insane, it will appear 
that they must have been carefully watched and restrained to produce 
so favorable an exhibit. 

Many repairs and improvements have been made during the year 
whereby the comfort of the inmates has been increased, particulars of 
which have been given in my quarterly reports. A large proportion 
of the requisite labor has been performed by the patients themselves, 
much to their own advantage and to that of the institution. 

For the coming year a great deal requires to be done to put the 
buildings in proper condition. The heating apparatus needs a com- 
plete overhauling, and the replacing of the present steam-pipes and 
fittings with new ones. The roof of the main building, although it 
has been partially repaired and painted during the winter, is still in 
bad order and requires further attention. New floors are requii-ed in 
the male hall, and in the dining and bath-rooms of the female hall. 
The present floors have been in since the erection of the building, and 
are very much worn. 

A portion of the stairs in the middle house of the main building 
also needs to be replaced, and this can be done by the labor of the in- 
mates, at no cost save for material. 

The stone work tliroughout the exterior of the whole building 
should be pointed up. In the pa\dlion the lead valleys should be re- 
placed by zinc, as recommended in ray report of the Epileptic and 
Paralytic Hospital. In Pavilions A and E " Hitching " hot water 
stoves are required. Tlie roof and leaders of the " Betreat '' are in 
very bad repaii-, and will require speedy attention. 

Other improvements, of which I would respectfully urge the im- 
portance, are the refitting of the wash-house with more modem ap- 
pliances, and the completion of the portico at the eastern end of the 
male wing. The " Quakers " at present in use in the Wash-house 
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az6 completely worn out and quite unserviceable, and it is impera- 
tively necessary that they should be replaced with new ones. The 
portico, in its present incomplete condition, is unsightly and useless, 
and at but little outlay could be made ornamental and accessible. 

I need scarcely mention the necessity for thoroughly renovating and 
i^airing the "Lodge " building, its dilapidated and unsafe condition 
being weU known to you. 

With the close of the year a very important extension of the means of 
piovision for insane patients under your care has been made by the open- 
ing of the New York City Asylum for the Insane upon Ward's Island. 

In view of the greatly overcrowded condition of this institution, 
&nd more especially of the Lodge, your Board determined to throw 
open the new building for the reception of patients, and on the 12th 
of December their transfer was commenced. This has since been con- 
tinued at the rate of ten each day, until at this date one hundred and 
sixty male patients have been sent, and a hall thus vacated has been 
oonyerted to the use of female patients. An order of your Board di- 
i^^cting all new cases of insanity occurring in males to be at once con- 
^^jred to Ward's Island still further relieves this institution by dimi- 
i^j^hing the number of admissions, and permitting its census to be 
^^duced by the ordinary discharges and deaths. 

The rapid increase in the number of the insane under your charge 
^Xnce the new building now opened was commenced, renders the ac- 
^^ommodations now afforded by both institutions' barely adequate for 
*^eir support. Provision will, therefore, be required in the immediate 
^U.ture for an increased number of inmates, and particularly for the 
^lass of chronic and harmless cases which form so large a proportion 
of our patients. 

The advantages which the newer institution, owing to its modem 
Oonstruction and the use of all the recent improvements, can be made 
itiost valuable by its devotion to the more recent, and, therefore, pro- 
bably curable cases ; and it will, therefore, devolve upon the older 
institution to furnish lu^commodation for those in whom the greater 
length of the disease renders their recovery less hopeful. To this 
end, in the course of repairs which I have already mentioned as indis- 
pensable, by substituting a Mansard roof for the present one, the size 
and convenience of the now almost useless garret could be so increased 
as to afford suitable accommodatioh for from one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred patients, 
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Dnring the past year the grotmds about the asjlnm have been nmd 
improved. The patients took great pride in cutting the lawns an 
keeping the drives clear. The lawn cutter was in use constantlj. Th 
entire surroundings were pleasing and refreshing to the eye. 

The amusements have been the same as in former years. DanciD 
and the magic lantern, with a httle music occasionally, all of whio 
the patients seemed to enjoy ; but the holidays are the events whio 
are really enjoyed most by them. On these occasions the festivities ai 
on a larger scale and entered into generally by all the inmates. The 
remember and talk of the feasting and dancing for many days afte 

We have been fortunate during the year in having little serious il 
ness among the patients from fevers and other epidemic diseases a 
much to be dreaded. In an institution of such magnitude we have bee 
carefully guarded, and but two accidents have taken place : one soicid 
by hanging, and the accidental drowning of a patient while bathin] 

Beligious services have been duly performed each Sabbath, an 
on all days appointed for holy worship. The clergy have been faiil 
ful and attentive. Thanks are due to the Bev. Zetus Searle, of ihi 
institution, the Bev. Father Chambaud, of the Work-house, and ifa 
Bev. Edward Cowley, of Charity Hospital, for their devotion to th 
spiritual welfare of the inmates of this institution. 

To the officers and attendants associated with me I feel truly thanl 
ful. They have been assiduous and subservient, co-operating wit 
me under all circumstances in carrying out the details of the asylun 
To Mrs. Goodwin, the Matron, I am particularly grateful for her vali 
able assistance during the year. 

And though I feel my position to be one of great responsibility 
causing anxiety of mind, obliging me to labor much with apparent! 
little result, yet, in looking over the year, I feel tliat I have much t 
be thankful for. I find my charges comfortable, and as happy as 
is possible to make those whom the Almighty has afflicted beyond th 
aid of man. 

And I feel truly grateful to your Honorable Board. You have eve 
been kind and consistent Tvdtli me, aiding and ad^dsing, and in man 
ways generously smoothing my way. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

JAMES W. SMYTHE, 

Warden^ 
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EPILEPTIC AND PARALYTIC HOSPITAL. 



REPORT OF WARDEN. 



EPDLEFnC AND PaRALYTIO HOSPITAL, B. I., 

January 1, 1872. 
on. Isaac Bell, 

President of the Board of Commissioners of 

PMic Charities and Correction. 

Sm. — I herewith respectfully present to your Honorable Board the 
rinual Report of the above Hospital for the year 1871. 

The accompanying tables from A to J will show in detail the pro- 
ess and result of the year's work. 

The average number of patients under treatment during the year 
IS been 117.17. The yearly cost for each patient being $103 26.60, 
id the daily cost $0 28.58. The total expenditure for the support of 
.e hospital during the year amounts to $12,099 72, divided as fol- 
W8 : Provisions, $6,198 79 ; clothing and bedding, $927 33 ; salaries, 
5,324 10 ; drugs and liquors, $1,131 23 ; fuel, $914 02 ; miscellane- 
is articles, $604 25. 

The health of the inmates has been generally good during the 
2ar, and we have been visited by no epidemic, nor has any serious 
icident occurred. 

In a hospital so limited in extent, the list of improvements made 
aring a single year can never be very extended. The present year, 
owever, has not passed without some improvements being effected, 
.part from those incidental to ordinary repairs, the comfort of the 
atients in Pavilion D has been enhanced by the introduction of a 
Hitching's stove," whereby two hundred gallons of hot water can be 
imished at all times. The value of this improvement is so manifest, 
hat I feel that I have but to recommend its extension to the Female 
^aTilion to secure the consent and approval oi yo\xi IBoaxdi. 
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Another improvement which I would respeotfnUy recommend, is i 
removal of the lead vaUeys of the roof, which by their expansion t 
contraction with the difference of temperature, causes the roof to li 
badly, and the snbstitation of zinc valleys in their place. The lal 
requisite for this can be performed by inmates, and the outlay 
material would be inconsiderable. 

More than the ordinary number of changes in the Medical Staff 
the hospital has to be clnronicled. 

Dr. M. Oonzalez Echeverria, Visiting Physician, resigned his p€ 
tion upon the first of May, to assume charge of New York City Ai 
lum for the Insane, Ward's Island. He retains his connection w: 
the hospital as Consulting Physician, and Drs. E. J. Janeway and 
' C. Seguin succeed him as Visiting Physicians. The House Physidi 
at the beginning of the year were Drs. A. E. Macdonald and Guy 
Daly. Dr. Macdonald's term of service expired upon the first 
May, but his connection with your Department, commenced in t 
hospital, has been continued by his appointment to the position 
Chief of Staff of Charity Hospital, which position he now holds, 
was succeeded by Dr. F. A. Betancourt, who in turn resigned to en 
the House Staff of Charity Hospital, and 'was succeeded by Dr. 
W. Ford. Dr. Daly resigned in August, and Dr. G. A. Wilcox \? 
appointed to succeed him ; but receiving the appointment of Surge( 
upon the School-ship Mercury, made way for Dr. G. M. Amol 
Drs. Ford and Arnold continue to perform the duties of Hon 
Physicians. 

The calesthenic exercises for the female patients have been reg 
larly practised throughout the year, and for those of the male p 
tients, whose condition permitted it, light work about the ground h 
been provided. 

Mrs. Gx>odwin has continued to discharge the duties of Matron 
the thoroughly efficient manner which has characterized her perfon 
ance of them in former years, and the attendants and nurses ha 
been attentive and energetic. 

The spiritual welfare of the patients has been duly cared for ; ai 
the Bev. Zetus Searle, the Bev. Father Chambaud, and the Bev. E 
ward Cowley have acceptably ministered to the sick of their respecti 
faitba. 
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Permit me in concluding to acknowledge my obligations to jour 
Honorable Board for unvarying consideration and encouragement 
extended to me in this as in former years. 

Very respectfuUy yours, 

JAMES W. SMTTHE, 

Warden. 



TABLE A, 

Showing the admissions, discharges and deaths of the native and for- 
eign patients at the Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital during the 

year 1871. 



Bemftining January 1, 1871 

Admitted duxing 1871 

Total under treatment 



Duchaiged during 1871... 

Died during 1871 

Total diacharged and died . 



Number remaining January 1, 1872. 



MALES. 



S5 



e 

O 



18 



36 



54 



24 
98 



122 



21» i 84 



25 



38 



FEMALES. 



> 



o 



26 
27 



53 



28 74 1 24 



10 



29 



24 



28 
40 



68 



30 
6 



36 




3 

o 



96 
201 



297 



178 



119 






r 



a 



S 2 S S S ' 



— i| 



iiiiii 



tUii 
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TABLE C. 

oing the nativities of patients admitted in the Epileptic and ParOf 

lytic Hospital during the year 1871. 



id States 

Qd 

sind 

lany . . . 

ce 

ida 

and 

len 



Nativities. 



Total 



Male. 


Female. 


36 


27 


58 


24 


6 


4 


28 


7 


2 




1 


2 


1 


3 


2 




134 


67 



Total. 

63 
82 
10 
35 

2 

8 

4 

2 

201 



TABLE D. 

tnng the ages of patients admitted in the Epileptic and Paralytie 

Hospital during the year 1871. 



Ages. 



sr 20 years of age 
Q 20 to 30 years. 

80 " 40 " . 

40 " 50 *' .. 

50 " 60 " . 

60 " 70 " ., 

70 " 80 " . 

Totol 



Male. 


Female. 


6 


19 


36 


25 


34 


10 


26 


8 


26 


5 


6 




2 




134 


67 



TutaL 

25 
60 
44 
34 
30 

6 

2 

201 



184 
TABLE E, 

Showing the tivH ooniHion qffotientt admitted in iht J^tQqiUc amd J 

alytie Hospital during (kt year 187L 



GlTil ConditUm. 


Male. 


Female. 


Tc 


Sinffle ,..,-,,.,,,,- T - - , - - - 1 T -,-,-..--. t r » - - . r 


72 
45 

18 
4 


39 
12 
15 

1 


n 


*^"**R*^ ••••••••• 

Mftrriod 


£ 


Widows 


1 


Widowers. ...«. 


] 


XTnknown 








Total 


184 


67 


20 







TABLE F, 

Showing the profession (^ religion (^patients admitted in the EpiU 

and Paralytic Hospital during the Year 1871. 





Prokeijmion. 


Male. 


Female. 


T. 


Protestants .... 
Catholic 


49 

77 
2 
6 


25 
42 


L 


Hebrew ....,- 


• 




TJiik nown - - 












Total . 


134 


67 


,»^ 
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TABLE G, 

Shotcing the time of residence of the patients discharged from the 
Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital during the year 1871. 



Term op Residence. 



Male. 



Female. Total. 



*' " 6 to 12 
Over 12 mouths 



Total 



Less Ihau 3 months ' «3 j 21 j 84 



months 

■ 

2 '* 


19 

13 

1 


12 

9 

12 


31* 
22 




19 








102 


54 


156 







TABLE H, 

TaJble cf deaths and their causes during the year 1871 at the Epileptic 

and Paralytic Hospital. 



Cause of Death. 



Apoplexy... 

Asthenia 

Congestio Cerebri 

Epilepsia 

J'ibrlnous Clot 

Flegmonous Erysipelas 

-f^nenmonia 

Softiening of Brain 



Male. 

1 
8 

1 
1 


Female. 


5 
2 


11 


11 



Total. 

1 

13 

2 



22 




TABLE I, 

Table (jf pa^mtt diatkarged and a ttcUmiaU qf the diaeatea/or toh 
tkejf teen treated during tttf year 1871. 



MjMle.. 
Ii 

A 

UArOiritb. 
<t\ 
(Aroalo 

■ oftbaBMln 

ra If naooUr Atrophf . 

BTpUUdo Fknplegbt 

(%orM 



TABLE J. 

Matron's Beport, showing (he articles cf dotking and bedding made 
during the year 1871 at the Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital. 

Pink drme* *" . 

Unalin chemise* - . ■ SO 

Bed flMuiel chemliM 1*> 

" " dniwer* 1*C 

Eenrj prtUcoaU 50 

HniUa aWts 150 

Lmen paoU, paira 100 

Wooleo ■' '■ 100 

SiKeta 150 

Piliow oaaea 50 

Total article* made 980 
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NURSERY HOSPITALS, R.I. 



ACTING SUPEBINTENDANT'S REPORT. 

January 1, 1872. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

Preaiderd Commissioners 

Public CJiarities arid Correction. 

Gentlemen. — ^I respectfully submit the Annual Report for this De- 
partment for the year 1871, showing that five hundred and nine chil- 
dren have been received, all of whom having been disposed of as the 
following tables indicate : — 



Eemaining in hospitals December 31, 1870 , 
Admitted daring the year 1871 



Discharged during 1871 



. Died 



Remaining in hospitals December 31, 1871 
Adult domefltics 



Total census . 



Males. Female*, i TotaL 



90 
345 



59 
123 



■ I- 



4:i5 

322 



182 
124 



149 
468 



617 
446 



113 


58 


171 


11 


12 


23 


1 102 


46 


148 


8 


35 


43 


110 


81 


191 



The mortuary report shows a decrease during the year which is a 
matter of rejoicing, inasmuch as many of these children are afflicted 
with hereditary diseases, aggravated by want and exposure, and are 
apparently hopeless cases, with frail constitutions, leaving the physi- 
cians but little to build upon. 
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The school at the hospital still continues for the benefit of conval- 
escent children. The average attendance has been fiffy-fonTy isho 
make very favorable progress in their studies. 

The mechanics have been employed in making improyements and 
keeping the buildings in proper repair. 

The Matron, Miss Bjrem, has been prompt and efficient in the per- 
formance of her duties, which have been increased by the death of 
the late Mrs. Strong, both hospitals being under her care. 

Idiot Asylum. 



Remaining January 1, 1871 

Admitted in 1871 

Discharged in 1871 

Died 

Remaining 

Adnlt domestics 

Total population 



IfaUa 


1 
FenMlM. 


84 


1 

57 


21 


20 


105 . 


77 


17 


8 


88 


69 


8 


4 


80 


65 





30 

i 


85 


95 \ 



141 
41 



182 
25 



157 
12 



145 
35 



180 



The increase in the number of imbecile children having uncomfort- 
ably filled the asylum, the apai^tments lately occupied by the late 
Superintendent and physicians have been fitted up as a temporary 
hospital by your order for that class of children, which gives great 
relief and avoids overcrowding in the main building. 

The general health here continues good, the children ha^dng plenty 
of exercise in the open air every favorable opportunity, everj'thing 
possible has been done, by order of the Board, to ameliorate the con- 
dition of these unfortunates. 

The Visiting Physician, E. S. Dunster, with Assistant Physicians P. 
H. Jameson and John C. Howard, have been unremitting in their at- 
tention to the children^ 
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The Bev. Fathers Dnranquet and Ilenaud,with the Sisters of Char^ 
itj, and the Bev. Marinus Willet and Bev. William Plested, have at- 
tended to the children of their respective denominations, and at 
Chiistmas supplied them with many presents. 

Mrs. A. H. Gibbons and friends did not forget the children in this 
department on their Christmas visit, besides being suppUed with pres- 
ents from other sources, was generously remembered by these good 
Samaritans. 

The Matron, Mrs. Herbert, has, as usual, well conducted her de- 
partment, whose duties have also been increased by the occupation of 
the temporary hospital, and two dormitories at the nursery by the 
idiot children. 

Allow me to tender my acknowledgments for the kindness and 
courtesies which I have received on all occasions from your Honorable 
Board. 

Bespectfully presented, 

W. H. STEPHENS, 

Acting Supe^Hntendani. 



BUREAU OF MEDIC A L & SURGICAL RELIEF 

FOK OUT-DOOE POOR. 



To the Hon. Board of Commissioners of 

PMic Charities and Correction, 

Gentlemen. — In presenting the Annual Report of the Bureau of 
Medical and Surgical Relief for the Out-door Poor, the ConsiJting 
Board bear testimony to the order and efficiency which characterizes 
the general management of the institution. Great good has been 
accomplished. The relief to the hospital has also been considerable 
in saving of expenses. Steadily everj" year has it increased in the 
number of new patients from the commencement of its useful work. 
The last year, 1871, being in excess of 1870 — 3,208 new patients. 
Medical advice has been given to 02,639 persons duruig the year, the 
previous year, 59,431. With an increase of new patients, th(^ diminu- 
tion of prescriptions is over 10,000, which must lessen the expenses 
of this great charity. The Apothecary's Record \s411 oxliibit the 
increase of patients in each Department as transmitted. 

Changes in the attending Medical and Surgical Staff, which num- 
bers over twenty young genth^men, have occuned now and then. 
Their places have been filled at once by i\w. Consulting Physician or 
Surgeon in that Department. The benefit the Bureau is accomplish- 
ing is very marked. Tlie Considting Medical Board congiatulate the 
Commissioners on the flourishing status of the institution. The Con- 
sidting Medical Board would tender tlieir thanks to your Honorable 
Board for the abiding interest you have felt for the suffering poor ; 
to the attending Staff of Physicians and Surgeons for th(^ regular 
and punctual attendance and valuable services with which they have " 
fulfilled their duties in their respective Departments. 

The Monthly Reports of the Warden bear evidence of this fact. 
The assistant apothecary, Mr. E. W. Close, slumld not be forgotten, 
as he has manifested so much interest in the welfare of the Bureau 
and the patients. The faithfulness with which he has accomplished 
his work deserves our thanks. Warden Thomas S. Brennan, though 
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last in our commendation for his valuable services, for promptness of. 
action, and the fulfillment of everything which will conduce to the 
benefit of the institution, should receive favorable mention. 

ISAAC E. TATLOK, M. D., President, 

Bureau Medical and Surgical Rdirf, Ouldoor Poor. 

Alex. B. Mott, M. D., Secretary 

Bureau of Medical and Surgical Rdief, Out-door Poor. 



Bureau of Medical and Surgical Belief 
FOR Oul'-DooR Poor, 

Januaiy 1, 1871. 

Isaac E. Taylor, M. D., 

President Medical Board. 

Sir. — The following table exhibits the number of new patients 
treated, number of visits by patients, together with number of pre- 
scriptions dispensed at this Bureau during the year 1871. 



1871 




January.. 
February. 
March. . . . 

AprU 

May 

June 

July 

August. . . 
September. 

October 

November — 

December. . .. 

Total 



:>'M 635 



> • • • • 



732 
5'25 
658 

574' 

I 

480' 
528 1 

I 
I 

61U 

644 1 

I 
601 

468,' 



452 

611 

542 

710 

638 

637, 

765 

871 

965 

738 1 



9 



37 
73 
77 
59 
6:1 
88 
87 
79 



o 



1,873 

I 

1,608 

2,245' 

1,893' 

I 

2.210 

1,686, 

1,405 

I 

1,415; 



38 ■ 1,427 

40 U.576! 

I ' 

37 1,692 1 



7171 30 ' 1,822'; 



a 
o 

i 
& i 



693, 

I 
492 

I 
751: 

804 

I 
I 

810 

777' 
974 
989 
977, 
1,068' 
1,005 I 
7531 



^5 



?02; 

234 
194; 
174 
94 
111 
149 
217 

i:» 

84 
68 
48 




250 

i 
131 j 

186 i 

153 

143 

134 

155 

I 
198 



165 

147 1 
223^ 
196 

225 

i 
179 

I 
185 1 

151 

145: 

139 

169: 

I 

211! 



9 

14 

21 

32 

16 

2 

14 

18 

6 

3 

3 



735 

687! 

987 

774 

839 

771 

763 

901; 

867' 

8241 

I 

7811 
745' 



1.300, 

1.148 

1,771 

1.432 

1,658 

1.432 

1.451! 

1.784 

1,706 

1.671 

I 
1.380 

1.184' 



6.021' 5.683 

4,478 1 6.801 

6.134 6.792 

5.240 6.047 

6.876' 6.600 



4.967 
4.870 
6,216 



6.904 
5,74a 
6,076 



6.228 6,175 

I 
6.475; 6,136 



6,149 
4.996 



6,017 
6.796 



6.78'r, 8,201' 

I ' 



I 
710 , 20,852 



9.991 1,770 2.387 2,136 142 9.664 17,717; 62.639 72,169 



Number of visits by patients during 1871 62,639 

Number of \'lait8 bypatients during 1870 69,481 



Increaae, 



9,208 



Re8pectf\il1j submitted, 

J. FRET, Apothecary. 
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ThefoHovnng table exhibits the number of prescriptions of District Phy- 
sicians dispensed during the year 1871, and their cost : — 



DnTBicn. 



No. of 

Prepcril>- 

tionB. 



First 600 

Second 295 

Third 631 

Fourth 46 

Fifth 287 

Sixth 1,753 

Seventh 673 

Eighth 760 

Ninth 51 

Tenth 471 

Eleventh 152 



Total 




Cost 



$. C. 

77 14 
29 26 

78 97 
15 27 
39 18 

170 74 
120 03 
60 27 
10 15 
59 80 
26 93 

$687 74 



Expenses for medicines for the year 1871 $4,078 90 

Stock on hand December 31, 1870 631 80 



$4,710 70 
Stock on hand December 31, 1871 405 96 



Net expense $4,304 74 

Medicines famished on prescriptions of District Physicians $687 74 

Bespectfully submitted, 

J. FRET, AjxAhecary. 



ANNUAL KEPOKTS OF 



DISTRICT PHYSICIANS, 



FOB THE TEAR 1871. 



FIRST DISTRICT. 



1 Madison Street, Januarj- 1, 1872. 

Isaac Bell, Esq., 

President Board of Commissionenf of 

Public Charities and Coi'rectimi. 

Deak Sib. — The enclosed Annual Report of my district is incom- 
plete, nothing having been recorded prior to my appointment in 
April, 1871. 

Some time has passed since the receipt of your order, but I was not 
iware we had a report to make in good time. 

Tours very respectfully, 

THOMAS G. HOLMES, M. D., 

Physician First District 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 



>holi8m 
ima. . . , 
iinia. . . 
cesses. . 
icbitis . 



13 

jer of Breast. . 

rulsioDS 

usions 

eraic Diarrhoea 
asc of Eye .... 

KJatious 

rboca 

sntery 

)epsia 



)sy 

ases of Skin . . . 

lipelas 

:tures 

is Intermitteus 

Rubra 

alio 

idice 

t)us Coxae. . . . 



mgitis 

ralgia 

lisis Pulmonalis. . 

nancy 

imonia 

ritis 

ilysis 

ussis 

jmatism 

fulous (Diseases) 

lilis 

.ins 

tilitis 



rs of Leg 

ola 

3inia 

tlow 

ms 

inds (incised and contused) 



^5 • 


• 

1 


I 


1 




4 


u 


13 


1 








6 




6 








10 


8 


1 




1 




2 


2 






• 




12 


8 


4 








3 


3 










1 










1 


5 


2 


2 




1 




U 


14 










7 


6 


1 


I 






12 


8 


4 








2 


2 










6 


6 




1 




6 


1 


1 


2 1 




11 


8 


3 






12 


2 


6 


1 


2 


1 


14 


11 


3 








3 


3 










9 


7 


1 




1 




7 


6 


1 








1 


1 










4 


2 


1 




I 




3 


1 


2 








1 










1 


2 




2 








6 


6 


1 








22 


2 


16 


2 


2 


1 


6 


2 


2 






2 


6 


2 


1 


2 






3 


2 






1 




2 


1 


1 








9 


7 


2 








8 


3 


6 








6 


1 


2 






2 


n 


8 


7 




1 


1 


6 


3 


1 




1 




2 


2 




1 
1 




12 


6 


4 






3 


2 








2 




2 


2 










2 


2 










2 


2 










26 


23 


2 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 



Dnuunefl. 


No. of 
Cases. 


1 
s 


Relieved. 


s 


T 


Under 
treatment. 


Remaru. 


on 


6 
1 
1 
4 
9 
12 
4 
1 
1 
9 
.') 
2 

9 
12 

4 
3 

1 

1 
2 

2 
2 

T) 
'> 

2 
4 
2 

2 
1 
3 

3 
9 
3 
4 
2 
3 

I 

2 

'I 

14 
1 
9 
1 
1 
3 
2 


4 






2 
1 






ism 


...... •....• 




'xy 


.... 

1 
3 
t 
...... 

1 
(> 
2 
. . . ^ . . 
7 
7 

2 

1 



2 

2 

• 

5 








•d 
4 
2 
3 






1 

1 
2 




B disease 

litis 


1 

1 
1 




Five chroni<v 


tig 






Pelvic. 






! 






isions 


...... 


3 

1 
















7 

m trenK^na 








2 






oea 


1 
2 


4 

• ••••• 


1 1 Including cholera 


tsia 


1 


infaatum. 


•y 

cctions — 




...... 









• 




ktitis 


1 
1 










eias — 




•••••• 


1 




.----- 


•••••• 






i 








mittent 


1 


1 
2 
1 
2 






paing 

let 








1 
2 
2 








loid 

h<£a. . . . 


•••••• 


1 
















nt dislocated .... 




1 
1 


1 






1 


1 


* r 




1 
3 




V 




7 ••••.•••»•• 


9 
3 
4 
2 
1 
...... 

2 

"2* 

7 








ilia 




1 


















1 














...... 

* i * 


2 








?ia.; 

kfttitis 
















•is 














12 


'i* 


2 


1 




Dnia 




• • • 


• •>••• 

2 


3 
1 


2 




ng 


Bv liq. potas. 
Three cnronic. 


6 


3 

• 











1 






1 










ox 






3 
2 






ke 




















Tied forward..... . . 


194 


99 


4 


23 


26 


12 


_ 



DISEASES TERATGD AM) RESULTS .—Omiinuai 



»_ 


II 


I 


1 


1 


I 


l| 


Rnuam. 


BronKbt forward. 
Snrgicnl cases In which 

were required— 


194 

e 


99 

5 
2 

8 


34 


23 


2B 


12 

1 




" of jaw 


















Fiogert. 
MetMftrpkl. 


^eT 






















DialooUoD— 

Hip 1 


1 












1 






Fractures— 


4 


13 




































3 














I 




I' 
















Wounds— 












Incised 2 

Lacerated, etc 16 




'.'^'.'.'. 


1 
3 














■■i 
i 

1 


I 








Uterine casox-- 




















' 




DyBmcnorrhCTa 

MenorrhaKia 


1K4 




Z 
21:. 






I 








Total 


37 j ,4 » ,r, 



Respectfully submitted, 

LOUIS D. SPEOAT, 

Physician Second District. 
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THIRD DISTKICT. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Board of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Sm. — I have the honor to submit my report as District Physician 
of the Third District for the year 1871. 

The total number of persons treated during the year amounts to 
897 ; of visits made to their homes, 1,171 ; eight destitute women 
were confined at their homes, and 599 obtained medical advice at my 
office. 

The increased number of patients treated this over last year (amoxmt- 
ing to nearly 40 per cent.) proves conclusively the estimate in which 
the district medical officer is held by those whom want and misfortune 
compel to seek charitable relief, while at the same time it confirms the 
good judgment of the Commissioners of Public Charities in making 
these wise provL<^ions. The amount of suffering that has thus been 
spared this class of unfortunate creatures can only be estimated by 
those whose calling brings them in daily contact with them. Many 
of the families, also, by being provided with gratuitous medical at- 
tendance and medicine at their homes are thus spared the pangs and 
sorrows consequent upon the disruption of the family circle, which 
the removal to hospital of one or both parents would otherwise inevit- 
ably entail ; not to mention the fact that the children, in such cases, 
are always left to shift for themselves, or are cast upon the commu- 
nity. Looking at it financially, it woidd, perhaps, be difficult to 
adopt a more economical system by which so many patients could be 
provided with medical attendance at so small an expense to the com- 
munity. Thus the number of patients treated during the year makes 
the amoxmt received for each to be a trifle over 55 cents ; for each visit 
only about 40 cents ; while if the office consultations were also counted, 
the amoimt would be still further reduced to less than 29 cents per 
capita, an amount, it is scarcely necessary to say, that is far below 
that charged by respectable physicians in this city, even to the poorest 
class of patients. It is also to be borne in mind that among the 
patients treated were a fair number of confinements, many fractures, 
and soi^cal diseases generally, consuming a good deal of time and 
labor. Respectfully, 

H. RAPHAEL, M. D. 
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THIED DISTIIICT. 



Januttry. Ifl 

February 13 

March ifi 

AprU 13 

Hay 16 

June 10 

July 7 

August I 10 

September. ■ 11 

Ociober I 6 

November 9 

Decemuer Ifi 



Total. 



,132 



t .1 B i si 

11 ^ 



Ifiifll i= 



U 13 29 238 g 12 



rs puvita, 8V ; of fbrdd 



fbreign puenta, IM ; Ir 
; UnlinowB. U. Tot»l No. trmled. 8«. 

DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 



A mecorrhoea : 1 " 

Bright's Disease ^ 81 

Carbuncles 3 

Euros ! " 

Debility | "iS 

Dyspepsia ; 84 

Fracluref i 1" 

Gonorrhcea 1 

Hip Disease ! 3 

Icterus I 6 

Keratitis, Scrofulous i 9 

Metritis 31 

MetrorrhiEgia | 25 

Ostitis I 5 

Paralysis | 9 

Pbtliisis pulmonaliis ] 19 

Rickets 4 

Bbeumatism, chronic . . 37 

Syphilis, constitutional 18 

Strictures of Urethra 6 



U. HAfHAEL. H. D,, Atten^tig Phj/sU^aa Third DMrleL 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 



DiSSASKS. 






Abortion ' 

Anaemia 

Caries Ankle joint | 

Contusion 

Erysipelas 

Fracture Patellas 

Gastritis : 

General Debility . . 

Paralysis ; 

Phthisis pulmonalis i 

Periostitis ; 

Pneumonia 

Rheumatism 

Roseola 

Sunstroke ... 

Typhoid Fever 

Unclassified 4 



I 



1 



1 






1 
1 
1 



1 
2 
1 



3 



1 



mi 



6 



1 



2 i 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 
1 

1 

1 


' 1 

1 
1 

1 1 






W. p. ACKEEMANN, M. D., 

Physician Fourth District. 
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TBEATED AND EESULTS. 



^3 ! s 



Apoplexy 

AdenitiB 

Asthma 

Abortion 

Brigbt'8 Diaease 

Bronchitis 

Contusion of Hip 

ConjunctiTitis 

Cardiac 

Delirium Tremens. . . - 

Dyspepsia... 

Fracture of Femur ... 

" femur co. . 

" fibula 

" radius 

" clavicle . . . 

" tibia 

Fever, lDtermitl«nt. . ■ 

" typhoid 

Insanity 

Measles 

Phthisis 

ParturitioD 

Pleurilis 

Pneumonitis 

Perlu?si« 

Kheumnlism 

Syphilid secondary . . . 

Ulcer of Leg 

Variola 

Wounds, scalp 

" gunshot 



! '1 
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1 ■■ 1 




« i 


!l 




u 




8 






C. W. BADEAU, M. D., 

Physician Fifth DiMn 
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SIXTH DISTEICT. 



New York, January 1, 1872, 



To the Hon. the Board of Commisaioners of 

Public Charities and Correction, 

Gentlemen. — I have the honor to submit the accompanying report 
of professional services rendered the sick poor of my district during 
the past year. The usefulness of our institution has now become so 
generally recognized that our offices are considered as so many cen- 
tral depots for medical relief; for, apart from the number of patients 
sent to us from the Central Office, we are constantly called upon day 
and night by the clergy, missionaries, poKce captains, and the pubKc 
generally, to render aid in cases that require immediate attention. 
And gladly do we follow these summonses, for the preservation of many 
lives and happy homes depend on these our timely services. The 
same success has attended my practice in this as in the year previous. 
With upwards of two thousand visits made at the houses, and one 
thousand calls at the office, I have reason to beUeve that the muni- 
ficence of the Department is thoroughly appreciated. 

I have the honor to remain very respectfully, 

Tour obedient servant, 

DAVID BEEKES, A. B., M. D., 

Physician Sixth district. 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 



DUKABK. 



^1 



Pneamonia | 128 

Catarrh bronchial 246: 

Phthisis 89 

Bright's disease of kidney 30 

Cholera infantum 226 

Amenorrhoea 58, 

Metrorrhaegia 36 

Dysmenorrhoea 20 

Fractures , 87 

Rheumatbm \ 185 



30 
26 

lo; 

87 
5 






122 

246 

86 

21 

200 

18' 

10 

2 

180 



i 

s 



6 

3 

4 

20 



o 
H 



Miscellaneous 



. 220 100 120 10 



I 
5 



II 



13 



160 

AXNUAL REPOKT OF DISTRICT PHT8I0IAN FOB 1871. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 



Jknuary 

Pobruary . . . 

Hkrch 

April 

Miiy 

iM\j. '.'.'.'.'.'.. 

August. 

September.. . 

Octobar 

November . . 
December... 

Total . . . 



IB ,9 I 



III 



ii- 



i rv 



Total No. of pcntonB treated during the year 3SS 

■■ " kept from Hotpltal WS 

" '■ days tn-attaeiit of latter iW 

NATrvrty.— United Stales, of Dutivo parcnia, 31 : of forciRn parents, AO ; Ireland,: 

Rcrmiiny, J5 ; Enelaiid, ?,0 ; Scotland, 15 ; Unkiuiwn, s. 



IHSEASra TltE.\TKl> AN1> Rfi^l' 



HithI«U ;i 

BriRht's OipeaMc 1 

RhcuroatMin 'i 

Broncliiti:! ; i 

Cholera liifaiiliim i 1 

Hcarl UUease ; 1 

Carcincinia 

Tonsillitis 

Inteniiittent Fuver 

Tyjihuid Fever, etc 



ij"'2'i:::; 



M. L. liANXEY, Phytidm. 
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EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

January 29, 1872. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Board Commissioners of 

Puliic Charitiesfand Correction, 

Sib. — The accompanying statistics present in a tabular form the 
report of my services as District Physician for the year 1871. 

The miscellaneous nature of the diseases treated, and the compara* 
tively small mortality that has prevailed, mark the absence of any- 
thing like a serious epidemic in my district during the year. Had 
that dreaded scourge, Asiatic cholera, reached us in force last year, 
the case would probably be far different. The chief cause of mor- 
tality in my district, as shown bv the statistics, has been pulmonary 
consumption. 

The central position occupied by the Apothecary Department at 
Bellevue is to be esteemed a great benefit to the patients of my dis- 
trict, as thus, in cases of destitution, they have been enabled speedily 
to obtain the needed medicine without expense. 

Many interesting comments might be made and ingenious conclu- 
sions drawn, but I forbear. 

Bespectfully submitted, 

NATHANIEL B. EMERSON, M. D., 

Physician Eighth District. 
529 Second Avenue, New York. 



EIGHTH DISTRICT. 




February 

March 

^:::::::::: 

July.'.*.*.'.','.'.'.'.'.' 

September 

October 

NoTember 

December 



Total . . 






1 


7 \'.\". 


:::: 




■ 








1 




1 


..'. 














1 


11'.... 










U 1 1 


1 




J 


s 


i 


1 


■ 



Total number of persona treated iluriiig tli<! year Mi 

" ■■ ■■ kept tVom llnspitnl 64 

dajB Irealment of latter 2,958 

Nativity. —United Stales, of native parents, 22 : of fbreign parents, R8 ; Ireland, 1 
Germany, 20 : England, H ; Scotland. I : ('anada, 3 : France. 1 : Denmark, 1 ; Korwaj 
Corfu, 1 ; Unknown. 1. 



UISEA.SES TKEATKl) AND TtlBl'LTS. 



TOMtUtll 

Vjtpff^* 

GMtrltta 

Ulcer of SlomKh 

DlarrhM i!.'!!. .'!.! .!!! 

DjTMntery 

QelmiDttiluilBfvnniiD) --.,,. .- 

Hypertropbr at Heut 

PWvbitlH 

Pynml* 

BMUlCatMITll 

PliiPyiiKillB 

I*ryiieitl« 

BmuqbitU 

Curlsd brwud... 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS— CMifimwiL 



DiKZAHX. 
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• 

1 

s 

66 
1 
5 



1 


4 
3 


.r4 

1 
11 


i 


i 






73 

1 
. 6 

2 
11 
16 

2 

1 

5 

5 

1 

2 
; 2 i 

1 1 

1 ! 

1 ' 

2 

1 

] 

1 
25 

1 

1 

1 1 

3 I 

I 

1 
1 
1 

1 
7 
1 

I 

1 ' 

3 

2 

ti 

1 1 

2 . 
1 ■ 
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3 . 
3 
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2 
18 
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16 
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1 






t 




1 






1 
2 


1 

......1...... 




■ 


1 










1 




• • • • • • 


.••.••••••..•....•....•..............••.•••......••■. 

i 


1 . 
2 
21 

1 
4 
1 
1 
2 
3 
3 










I 1 








led 




3 










1 
1 


**i'" 


3 


















1 


















"2" 

1 ; 





1 

1 

8 










• ••• • • 



Kespectfolly submitted, 

NATHANIEL B. EMERSON, M. D., 

Physician Eighth District. 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS.— Cbn/intied 



DUEABX. 


S3 

137 

30 

6 

47 
4 

20 

1 
3 

4 
2 
1 

1 
2 

1 

2 
1 
1 
6 

20 
• . . • 
2 

12 
2 
3 

17 
4 
4 
3 
2 

14 
2 

20 
2 

18 
4 
1 

10 
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Phthisis. Acute . 
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" Chronic 
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Scrofula 
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WrLLARD PAEKEB WOOSTER, 

Physician Ninth Diatrict. 
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TENTH DISTKICT. 

161 East Fifty-sixth Stkeet, 

New York, Januarj' 16, 1872. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Board of Commisfnoners of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Sir. — Herewith I have the honor to submit the report of the work 
done in the Tenth District during the year ending December 31, 

1871. 

• 

During the year four hundred and sixty-three eases have been 
treated (the same number as last year), seven hundred and seventy- 
seven visits, and four hundred and eighty-six office consultations have 
been made — a mean of 2.72 consultations to each patient. 

There have been kept from the hospital about fifty cases in all, 
more than one-half of which were phthisis and surgical cases requiring 
a long course of treatment, many of the cases of consumption running 
through the entire winter months. Out of the twenty-one cases of 
phthisis only three have died, though nearly all of them were in the 
advanced stage before applying for aid. 

Altogether the work has been a little more than last year, and the 
results much the same, though the mortaUty has been greater. 

The appended tables show the number of cases for each month, 
and the names of most of the diseases. 

Very- respectfully, &c., 

a. H. BUTLEE, M. D., 

Physician Tenth District. 
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TENTH DISTRICT. 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESri.TS. 



Kun or DmuB- 



CoDillpatian 

RbennuUiBm 

Wronychi* 

Erralpelu 

Diwrnaes of Eje 

Cfaloroeia 

Dnpepai* 
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CoaTuInonH 

DenUtion 

Delirinin Tremcna 

CephaU^ 

CMTied formrd. 
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DISEASES TREATED AND BESULT&— Con/inwrf. 



Bruught forward, 

Gout 

Iniinily 

PnralyBW 

E«.i>rula 

Otorrhten 

Supprpssio Uensci 

PhttiiaiH 

BiiindiitH 

TomiililiB 

Tinett Caplris 

Albiiniinurin 

Vaculnnlion 

Fuliri laCL'nnitteiiB 

DiiirrlKca 

DyHirla 

Sii.gury 

OIJ A|fu 

UpihntiDui 

Pcrtuuia 

VukuB inciaum 

Uloer....: 

Dja-nierj 

RliiKWiirin 

Kcuralgla 

Lumbrici 

Mi'Mlea'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.".'.'.;.' 

Ailcniiia 

ttUunacB nf tbo womb . . . 

Veninfcltig 

riB4i.lB(! oF Bkin 

Pncumunin 

WorUus coxarliu 

Syphilis secondary 

Uaiiirrb 

I'ci'ltonltlB 

ChokT* Inrnntum 

JiiavuV! of tliu heart 

Hmall-pojt 

Frncturi's 

Other diHeaaeB. 

Total 



.*- 11. 
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GEO. H. BUTLEK, M. D., 

Physician Tejiih District. 
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ELEVENTH DISTBICT. 

Januabt 1, 1872. 

Hob. Isaac Bell, 

President Commissioners 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Gentlebcen. — I have the honor to report that during the past year, 
in this the Eleventh District, two hundred and twenty-seven persons 
have been the recipients of free medical treatment, either at their 
homes or at the physician's ofSce. 

A class of sick poor has been relieved and cared for who, while 
shunning the publicity of a dispensary, have gladly availed them- 
selves of the privacy of the bed-side visit and the physician's office — 
privaeges afforded them by this service. 

It is worthy of note that of those treated the majority are of native 
birth. 

The mortality from all causes has been small, (seven.) In only four 
cases has it been necessary to grant admittance to the hospital. 

The details of each case will be found appended in a statistical 
table. 

It is gratifying to state that the recipient^ of treatment have always 
been grateful for the same. 

BespectfuUy submitted, 

JOHN C. JAY, Jr., M. D., 

Physician Eleventh District. 
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370 
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Total nnmbcF of peraoni treated dnriiiK jrear S87 

'■ " •' kept f^om HoipiUl 23 

■' dayi tmbDentur latter 690— eqnlTalent 

to IT bedi for 4D daja MOb. 

Natititt — United State* nf native and rbreien parentn. 12A; Ireland, T8;'Geniiai^,18; 
aigland, 1 : Scotland. 4. ToUl No. treated, 227. 

BeHpectfnlly Babmitted, 

JOHN C. JAY, Jb.,M. D., 

Pky»[cian to the Eleventh District 
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Bespectfullj, etc. 

JOHN C. JAY, JR, M. D. 

Physician Eleventh District. 



GENERAL DKUG DEPARTMENT 



Bellevue Hospital, January 1, 1872, 
n Me (■ftmmitintyiiert rtf 

Ptiiiie ('haritlot ttnd Corrertimi. 
Oksti^jcen. — Aceompftnjring thi» I forward to yon my reports 
Mm Workirinf of tha Oener&I Drag Department for the post year, la 
Arillt M> I mnnt cimf^a.ta\a,te yoa oa the decrease in the expciifies of 
Am Kt'Vfiritl inntitutionit fur tnutlicines during the year, m comparuoi 
viA fonnrTr oiirh, which I attribute in a gi'eat measure to the eIa^ 
ttOM of yonr Medical Inspector, Dr. George B. PliiUips, in keqiiif 
down tho Htock ot ttiu difTorttnt dniggistM to the lowest possUile 
•Mount 

Then- liavi> been manufactured in this Department during the yesr 
meficinal preparations to tho amount of $12,080 '29 at market rates, 
bat which wero made at a cost to tho Department of only $5,695 id, 
thus making a Having of |6,384 89. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. FRET. 

SvperinUjulat, 

Scbednle of Medicines, etc., purchased and distributed daring Ik 
Tear 1871. 

»15.J12 M 

II BTlieln lt.3C3 64 

Stock oa h«iHl Uecrmber 31, 18T0. M,S*(iI 

Of wlock there hu been diitnbDtBd : 

T» BeOmc H(«pit«l S10.78S » 

ctaritr " iwn IS 

■■RMlfadiaauidSDixkklRelwr tJKS tt 

MtfbA^Ui.BUekweU'ildsBd MS « 



Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital 

Nurecrj Hospitals, Ramlall's Island . . 
Infants " " " . 

Reception " Centre street 

" *• Upper district 

BellcTue ** Store department 

Inebriate Asylum, Ward's Island . . . . . 

Insane " *• " 

Superintendent of Out-door Poor 

Penitentiary, Blackwell's Island 

City Prisons 

School-ship Mercurj 

Hart*8 Island Industrial School 

Sundry Institutions 



994 27 


654 59 


511 


44 


494 83 


280 72 


588 


18 


447 


79 


189 


90 


412 


63 


120 90 


228 43 


165 


62 


98 89 


54 


12 



$35,224 09 
$13,600 78 



Stock on hand December 31, 1871 $18,030 72. 



Expended for liquors, wines and ales during the year 1871, and the 
listribution of the same. 

-•iquurs, wines and ale $7,475 65 

>tock on hand, December 31, 1870 268 00 

$7,743 65 

^T which there has been distributed 

^oBellevue Hospital $3,824 08 

Charity " Black well's Island 1,814 70 

Lunatic Asylum, " " 1,013 35 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital 101 30 

Nursery Hospital, Randall's Island 194 45 

Incurable " BlackwelPs Island 72 10 

Inebriate Asylum, Ward's Island 70 13 

Hart's Island Industrial School 29 50 

Infants Hospital, Randall's Island 24 18 

Reception " Centre street 29 40 

School ship Mercury 31 00 

Sundry Institutions 64 50 

7,274 59 

$469 06 
Stock on hand December 31, 1871 $408 00. 
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EEPORT OF PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT. 

Bellevue Hospital, January 1, 1872- 

To the Commiasioiiera of 

PMic Chnrities and Correction. 

Gentlemen. — The classes of work previously done in this Depai 
ment have been continued during the past year. Several new metiio 
of treatment in important surgical cases have been fully illustrate 
as guides for future operations of like character. Many cases pi 
viously considered too obscure to admit of proper representation, hai 
by very careful manipulation and delicate adjustment of instrumeni 
been so perfectly recorded as to render them very valuable to ti 
several Departments in which they have been treated. 

The photographing of the unknown dead at the Morgue has bee 
continued as in the previous yep,rs. Many persons have, by tl 
means thus afforded, been able to recognize friends and relative 
whose fate would otherwise never have been known. Each mon* 
gives further demonsti-ation of the great importance of this fcatu 
of the Department. The pliotographs on file are constantly being r 
ferred to bv those in search of the missin^]^, and in several instance 



within the last year, the photogijiphs made more than a year befo] 
have furnished the only proof of death. Parties fi'om distant Stat( 
in their search for missing relatives, have made long journeys for tl 
puqiose of examining the collection, so ^^'ide-spread has become tl 
recognition of its utility. 

Below will be foimd a summary of the work done, and cost incu 
red duiing the year. 

Number of plates made 202 

Morgue cases photographed 4:i 

Whole number of miseellaneous cases 110 

Apparatus. Stock and Chomica 

Stock on hand January 1, 1871 $4:^)!) 10 $i:u tn 

Purchased during the year 37 00 130 13 

$476 10 $1G1 74 

Stock on hand January 1, 1872 $13(> 88 

Eespectfully submitted, 

J. FBET, Superintendent, 
O. G. Mason, Photographer. 
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OUT-DOOR POOR. 



REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 



5 the ComiaisHionerH of 

PMic Chantita and Correction: 

(jENiusMEN. — Tlie Superintendent of Out-door Poor respectfully 
esents the re))ort of the Department under his cliai-ge, for the year 
cling 3l8t December, 1871. 

Tliere has been disbursed by me in donations and other purposes 
■ring the year, tlie sum of $116,8()6 48. 

A comparison with the years 1869 and 1870, is herewith submitted. 

1869. 1870. 1871. 

D(»nations *48,566 00 $53,737 50 »42,796 50 

Chilcben Nursing 4,270 00 3,409 75 3,928 80 

Transpoi-tation of Paupei-s 2,(K)9 80 1,718 51 1,731 36 

Salaries 26,496 82 32,696 49 33,741 42 

Coal 43,854 86 23,299 17 31,783 40 

Expenses of Office, Sta- { ^ ^aS 79 7,500 00 6,800 00 
tionery, Fuel, etc \ ' 

$132,281 27 $122,361 42 $120,781 48 
Less Cash Receipts 3,726 00 2,589 50 3,915 00 

$128,535 27 $119,871 92 $116,866 48 

The following tabular statement shows that duiing the year there 
5 been relieved by donations in money 5,051 families, comprising 
'10 adult males, 4,405 adult females, 6,132 boys, and 6,910 girl&— an 
gregate of 19,167 persons. 
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S. 9, 15 


268 


76 


234 
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5. . . . 


10. 14 
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110 


257 
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11, 17 
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365 
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1,784 




±2 
Total .. 


92S 


272 


817 


9S5 


M90 
fiJlO 


3^ 




. 5JK1 


L,710 


4,405 


6J3S 


ISJfiT 



Of the funilieft idieved theiv vm baiB is ibe 

UmtedStOM 854 

InhMti .a^tt 

E^^and 86 

Seodand 25 

CK-nnAiiv ?RM 

Trxnctr 5 

C%jiiuhk i 

Other oooBtrie?* 1 

The appticantc^ for rt- lief anr ilividtxl into tLivy- ^iA««^ff^^ viz : — 

IM. — ^TIkis^ in teiDp^>ixrr uet^l from want of t-!iipl<«ri£i<-Dt. and having 
saukU families de\^udeiit n|N»n tbr-iii f«*T sni»]«>rL 

jd. — WidoTs. vitb hii^e fauiilieA of chil<iiv-n <ir}K-Ddent xq^u them fi>r 
sapport. 

3nL — The tt^ed aimI ?<ick. 

Tke loUcnrii^ table sbow^ in a eancisse form, the toemsare of relief 

re&red, the number of times relieTedL and flw 
toeachdaaa. | 
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Ist Class 



2d Class 



3cl Class 



No. of 
Families. 


No. of 

Times 

Relieved. 


Amount 
Paid. 


70 


1 


11 



1,009 
562 
111 

40 

61 

868 

350 

152 

560 
125 
162 
173 
144 
149 
465 
50 



7 

8 

12 



3 

6 

7 

10 

1 

2 
3 
4 
» 
6 
7 
20 



c( 
It 
It 



$1 50 

(i 



(( 
(( 



12 
« 

it 

it 

it 

« 

« 



Total. 



I 70 

7,063 
4,496 
1,332 



00 
00 
00 
00 



60 

274 

7,812 

3,675 

2,280 



00 
50 
00 
00 
00 



12,961 00 



11,120 
500 
972 
1,384 
1,440 
1,788 
6,510 
2,000 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



14,101 60 



16,714 00 



$42,776 60 



Kelief Ih granted each fortnight conseciitively, for a terui not ex- 
ceeding three months, to any one faniOv. There were but fifty families 
who received the relief continuously, or for a term of forty weeks. 

Under the rules governing the distribution of money to the out-door 
lKK>r, it is stopped from time to time, from families who may have re- 
ceived it for a term of tliree months consecutively, and from those 
whom, upon a full examination being made as to their condition, it is 
found do not require it. 

The following table shows the number receiving reUef on the first of 
each month during the year. The maximum number received relief 
during the month of March. 

The small number receiving relief during the months of October, 
' November, and December, b owing to the financial embamssment 
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under which the Department labored during that portion of the year, 
involving the necessity of refusing to grant relief, except in extreme 
cases. ■ 



h'emaining on liiioks. 



I I 

Familu>8.; Males. 




January 1 1 1,365 

February 1 1 3,167 

March 1 3,745 

April 1 1 

May 1 10 

June 1 327 

Jialy 1 497 

August 1 594 

September 1 479 

October 1 29 

November 1 23 

December 1 147 



470 
1,136 
1,341 



1,146 
2,621 
3,071 



3,410 i 
8,319 ' 
9,723 j 



4 

115 

160 

186 

145 

5 

3 

27 



I 



19 
272 
422 
503 
355 
29 
'i2 
147 



25 

839 

1,273 

1,574 

1,203 

27 

18 

273 



5,026 
12,076 
14,135 



48 

1,227 

1,855 

2,263 

1,703 

61 

43 

447 



There was distributed from Ist January to 31st March, to 7,894 
families, (of whom aboixt two-thirds received donations in money,) 
4,024j tons of coal. The maximum amount allowed to each family 
was luilf a ton. 



In the montli of September, 18(59, the City was divided into eleven 
districts, to each of which was assigned a Visiting PI13 sician. They 
visited and prescribed for, to 31st December of that year, 708 patients. 

During the year 1870 they made 7,472 visits. 

During the pa.st year 9,444 risits were made. Two additional dis- 
tiicts have been added, comprising that portion of the citj" Ijing west 
of Eighth avenue, and noiih of Fifty -ninth street. 

The District Pliysicians are paid oflicers of the De})artment, and are 
required to visit, without charge, and prescribe medicine for the sick 
poor, resident in their respective districts. Such of the poor as are 
not confined to their homes can consult the physician of theii' district 
at his office between 8 and 10 a.h. 
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The following tabular statement presents in detail the extent of the 
service performed, number of patients visited, etc.. during the year. 
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6 
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304 


802 


151 


90 


38 


17 
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245 
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1,331 


1,853 


1,106 


156 


19 


43 


7 


943 


7 


375 


805 


172 


179 


3 


19 


2 


315 


8 


399 


782 


223 


134 


18 


22 


2 


168 


9 


490 


912 


405 


49 


21 


11 


4 


282 


10 


' 483 


■ 786 


354 


98 


16 


15 , 




487 


11 


271 


392 


236 


17- 


6 


7 





234 


Total.. 


5,645 


9,444 


3,835 


1,374 ■ 


204 ' 


182 ' 


50 


4,524 



IHsL Ward. Names and liesidcnccs of District Physicians. 

1—1, 2, 3, 4, 5— Dr. Thomas G. Holmes . . No. 21 Oliver street. 

L. D. Sproat " 21 City HaU Place. 

Henry Raphael " 136 East Broadw&y. 

" W.P. Ackerman... " 241 West 13th. 

" C. W. Badeau " 177 Forsythe street. 

" David Brekes " 259 East 10th street. 

M. L. Ranney " 317 West 29th street. 

" N. B. Emerson " 529 Second avenue. 

^' W. P. Wooster " 237 East 118th street. 

Geo. H. Butler " 161 East 56th street. 

John C. Jay, Jr " 204 West 38th street. 

12 — o9th to 99th street, west of 8th avenue — Dr. J. W. Buell, Recep- 
tion Hospital, Ninety-ninth street. 
13— 99th to 130th street, west of 8th avenue— Dr. M. A. Bailey, Re- 
ception Hospital, Ninety-ninth street. 

Office hours from 8 to 10 o*clock a. m. 



2 


6 


3 


7, 13 


4 


8, 9, 15 


5 


10, 14 


6 


11, 17 


7 


IB, 20 


8 


18, 21 


9 


12 


10 


19 


11 


22 
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During the year proyision has been made for infants as follows 
Bemaining at nurse December 31, 1870 32 

Received during the year 19 

51 

Delivered to mothers 14 

Died 1 

15 

Bemaining at nurse December 31, 1871 36 

Received at office during the year 406 

Sent to Infant Hospital 400 

Discharged to mothers 2 

Adopted at office 4 

406 

Admitted at Nursery, R. 1 1,021 

Discharged to friends 712 

Out on trial 116 

Transferred to Infant Hospital 23 

Eloped 29 

Transferred to House of Refuge 2 

Died 21 

Out ou pass, not returned 14 

Transferred to Haii's Island 10 

Transfen'ed to other Institutions 20 

Interments in the City Cemetery 2,537 

Claimed and buried by Friends 36 

The appropriation for the Blind was disbursed by this Depart 
ment. The amount appropriated by the Board of Apportionmeni 
was $12,500. 

The amount disbursed by me ($12,270) as follows : 

1st Class 15 at $40 $600 

2d " 58 " 35 2,080 

3d " 136 " 25 3,400 

4th " 312 " 20 6,240 

$12,270 

Very respectfully, 

GEO. KELLOCK, 

Supt. Out-dooi* Poor, 



ALMS-HOUSE 



Almb-hoube Department, 

January 1, 1872. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

Premdent Board Commisfn'oiiers of 

PhUw Char if ws aiul Correction : 

Sib. — ^The Annual Report for the year ending December 31, 1871, 
with the usual tables and statements, is respectfully submitted. 

The census sIiowh that 3,716 persona have been maintained during 
the year. 

All the requirements essential to good order and cleanhness are 
strictly observed, also the classification of the male inmates, to fur- 
nish the necessary help for conducting the various labors of the In- 
stitution. 

The work done in the shops, and in the sewing-room, for this 
and other Institutions under your control, is as satisfactory as can 
be expected, in view of the infirmities and many ailments of the in- 
mates. 

The moi*taUty is about the same as last year, although there has 
been an increase of old and afflicted persons, and there has been ex- 
emption from all infectious diseases. 

My thanks are due to the clerk, matron, and assistant matron ; 
also, to the assistants generally for their aid in the performance of 
my duties. 

I take this o])portunity to offer my sincere acknowledgments to the 
Hon. Board of Commissioners for the confidence they have placed in 
me, and .for the promptness with which tlieyhave sustained my efforts 
to promote the welfare of the Institution. 

Yours most respectfully, 

JAMES BEACH, 

Warden. 
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Statement, showing the number of inmates in the Alms-honse 
December 31, 1870, the number received during the year 1871, 
the number discharged and died during that period, and the number* 
remaining December 31, 1871. 

Number of Inmates remaining December 31, 1870 1,219 

" " " received during the year ) 

1871 from Commissioners. [ 1,760 

From other Institutions 737 2,497 

fl 
Number remaining and admitted 3,716 

Number discharged during the year 1,531 

" transferred to other Institutions 922 2,453 

" Deaths during the year 73 

2,526 

Remaining December 31, 1871 1,190 

Males 679 

Females 511 1,190 

Natives 74 

Foreigners 1,116 1,190 



Admissioihs, and Nativities of inmateJi admitted to the Alms-honst 

dnrivq 1871. 



NATlVITIEri. 



United States . . 

Ireland 

£u<;land 

Scotland 

Germany 

France 

Canada 

Other Countries 



Men 


W 


OMKN 


ioTAL. 


14-2 




185 


327 


754 


1 


,077 


1,831 


h'l 




38 


90 


21 




27 


48 


96 




2:; 


r.9 


15 




4 


19 


4 




3 


7 


81 




25 


56 



1 1,1 15 i 1.382 i 2,497 
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Causes of Pauperism of inmates admitted during 1871. 



CaI'SEs of Pauperism. 



Men. ! Women. Tixtal. 



Vagrancy 

Lionacy 

Partial blindness 

IjamenesA 

Ofd age 

Deaf and Dumb . . 

Sickness 

Intemperance . . . . 
Destitution 



47 


78 


125 


18 


27 


45 


37 


17 


54 


25 


9 


34 


18 


27 


45 


2 


2 


4 


71 


46 




114 


322 


43r> 


783 


854 


1,637 


1,115 


1,382 


1 2,497 



Adviissions — Classificaiion of ages for 1871. 



Classification of Ages. 



Between 15 and 20 years 
20 
30 



<« 



< « 



<« 



ti 



<< 



<< 



< < 



n 



90 
Over 100 



" 30 

** 40 

40 *' 50 

50 " 60 

60 '* 70 
70 
80 

'MOO 



" 80 
'* 90 



87 
116 
221 
3U 
132 
167 

65 
9 




12 

275 

172 

230 

227 

184 

189 

78 

12 

3 



Me.\. ' Women. I Total. 



17 
362 
288 
451 
540 
316 
356 
143 

21 



2,497 
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StaJtemeni o/* inmnteft of tlie AlmJi-ko^tse ^nt to Charity 

during 1871 — tlieir returns and deaths. 



-- I 



Remaining in Hoapital Dec. 31, 1^71 
Sent down during 1871 



Retnmed tu AlniH Honne. 1H71 
Report of detithn, 1 s7 1 



Maij£. 



101 
1()4 



Fkmaijc I Mam 



i FiCMAlX. toiu. 



75 
OH 



14.') 
212 



357 



265 



92 



142 . 2N 

149 I Ml 



291 



141 



150 



T 



64S 



m 



242 



There were 73 deaths in the AlmJi-house durimj the year 1871. Tk 

fdloioing loere the causes : — 

Causks of Death. Male. 'Fkmai.r. [ TofAi- 

Ago and Debility ; 3 5 S 

1 
I 

Asthenia (i 9 15 

Apoplexy 1 I ^ 

Diarrh<ea 2 1 3 

Dysentery I 2 3 

Capillary Bronchitis .... 1 1 

Briglit's Diseiise . -2 f) 7 

Cystitis 1 1 

Giidema 4 •> H 

Heart Disease 2 2 4 

Pueumouia () 4 10 

Phthisis, Pulmonalis 3 3 C, 

Peritonitis . 2 q 

Tabes Mesenterica , _ _ 3 3 

_ I I 

Uraemia ; 1 1 2 

> , 

I 32 i 31 , U 

I i I 
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Number cf inmates received from other Institutions during 1871. 



Institutions. 



Charity Hospital 

Work House 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital, 

Ward's Island 

Liinatic Asylum 

Randairs Island 



Men. 


Women. 


101 


75 


75 


434 


1 


2 


9 


16 


3 


2 


I 


13 


190 


542 



Total. 

176 

509 

3 

25 

5 

14 



732 



Number of inmates transferred to other Listituiions during 1871. 



Institutions. 



Men. ; Women. Total. 



Charity Hospital 

Work House 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital 

Ward's Island 

Lunatic Asylum 

Randall's Island 



212 

65 

7 

2 

13 



299 



149 
425 
8 
9 
7 
2 

600 



361 

490 

15 

11 

20 

2 

899 



i8i 



I 1 1 F - M M : M f 
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BLIND ASYLUM. 



January 1, 1872. 
Isaac Bell, Esq., 

President Board Commissioners of 

Public Char Hies and Correction : 

Sib, — The Annual Repoii; of the Asylum for Indigent Blind, with 
the usual statements and tables, is respectfully submitted. 

There is no change to notice, in reference to tliis class of afHict- 
ed persons, the separate provision made by your honored Board for 
their comfort, is all that can be desii'ed, and every effort of careful 
attendants is directed to promote their welfare, in accordance with 
your views and wishes. 

With few exceptions, their condition as to health is good. 

Yours most respectfully, 

JAMES BEACH, 

JVarde7i. 



■y. o ^ > 
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Nativities of inmates of Blind Asylum admitted during the year 1871. 



Nativities. 






United States 17 

Ireland IS 

Germany 3 

France 



38 



IS 



17 



I -d 



S 

o 



4 


21 


11 


29 


1 I 


4 


1 ; 


1 



55 



Chufsijifvfion of ayes of inmates of Blind Asylmii admitted in 1871. 



ClttHHification of Ages. 



Between 15 and 20 ycarH 



30 
40 
50 
60 
TO 
80 
90 
90 *' 100 
100 years and over. 



20 " 
30 *' 
40 '* 
50 *' 
60 ** 
70 *' 
80 " 



. 


• 


w 

«• 


§ 


•< 


J*> 







1 

2 

4 

15 

11 
2 

1 



38 



3 
3 
1 
2 
4 
2 
2 



17 



S 

o 



4 
5 
5 
17 
15 
4 
3 
2 



35 



There were four deaths in the Blind Asylum durimj 1871. 



NATmrr. 

! 


Disease. 


Male. Female. 


Totol. 


United States 


Morbus Brishtii 


1 1 


Ireland 

Oermany 


Astheria aud apoplexy 

Urnemia Bright' s disease 


2 ; 5 

1 ! 1 






3 1 


4 



RANDALL'S ISLAND NURSERIES. 



REPOBT OF WABDEN. 



(( 



January 1, 1872. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President' Board CommisttiimerH of 

PitWfi Chanties and Corrd'hon, 

Gentlemen. — I respectfully present in my Annual Rejxjrt a suc- 
cinct statement, showing that dining the year one thousand and six- 
ty-two children have been admitted to the institution, of whom 690 
were boys, and 372 girls, who were disi)osed of as the annexed tables 

indicate : 

' statistics. 

Table 1. A condensed statement of admissions, discharges, etc, 

2. Number of adults and children admitted, discharged, 
and escaped. 

3. Ages of children admitted and discharged. 
" 4. Cost of mainteucance of each inmate. 
" 5. Balance sheet. 

6. Amount and value of mechanical labor performed. 

7. Amount and value of produce raised on farm and garden 

at Randall's Island Nurseries for the year 1871. 

REVENUE. 

Six thousand eight hundred and thirty-three dollars have been 
received for a portion of the children's board, whose parents prefer 
keeping them here for the advantages in oducMion and good exam- 
ples that are found in the institution. 



(i 



a 



n 
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PEKRY. 



The receipts at ferry during the year amounted to four hundred 
and fifty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

girls' 8EWING-R00M. 

The hirge girls under the immediate charge of Miss Edith Cox, 
Principal Matron, have accomplished the following amount of work, 
being engaged from one to two hours daily, after school. 

New pieces made up 1.077 

Clothing repaired 8,825 

Total naml>er of pieces 9,902 

TAILOR-SHOP. 

Twenty-five boys have been the average number employed in the 
shop who have made up and repaired the folloMvdng articles, working 
from two to three hours per day : 

New clothing made up. (pieces) 175 

*• repaired " 17.509 

Total 17,684 

WARD SCHOOL NO. 6. 

Five hundred and thirty-nine was the average attendance at school 
during the year, many of them showing good proficiency in their 
studies, and all, with a few exceptions, obedient to their teachers and 
attentive to the instructions received. 

MECHANICS. 

Tlie mechanics have been employed in building stone piers that 
hold the iron columns supporting the girders at wash-house, and 
erecting stone foimdation for wringer, encasing the new boiler with 
brick walls, putting in and laying new beams and floors, and jobbing 
in general throughout the various departments. 

IMPBOVEMENTS. 

The two old steam boilers at engine-house having been in use many 
years, and weU worn out, have been removed, and a new tubular 
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boiler substituted in their place, which is calculated to do all Hie 
cookiiig, washing, and drying of clothing, and heating the water for 
both hospitals. 

HOLIDAYS. 

The holidays throughout the year have been duly observed, die 
children being furnished on aU occasions udth a liberal supply of 
poultry, cakes, and candies by your honorable Board. Mrs. Gibbons 
and friends, who have performed the same good office for many years, 
were again present with us on Christmas, dispensing doUs, toys, etc., 
with a liberal hand, receiving the thanks of the little ones for their 
many acts of kindness towards them. The Rev. the clergy of both 
denominations were also here, well provided with presents of all 
kinds, and freely distributing the same among the children, for which 
act of kindness they will please accept our thanks. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 

The Rev. Marinus Willett, Rev. William Plested, Rev. Fathers 
Duranquet, Renaud and Chambaud, Mr. Shephard, the Sisters of 
Charity, and Christian Brothers have been assiduous in their atten- 
tion to the spiritual wants of our community in their respective 
churches. 

AMUSEMENTS. 

We have had several evening entertainments, and feel indebted to 
the following named ladies and gentlemen, for their kind co-operation 
on those occasions. Mr. and Mrs. Raynor, Miss Alice Tier, the sis- 
ters Emma and Giissic Smith, Miss Fannie Moore, General Palmer, 
General W. S. Hillier, Colonel Long, Colonel Webster, Alderman 
Robert McGinnis, Messrs, John Straiton, Lawson Fuller, Charles 
Place, James McGregor, Daniel Thompson, and Burt's Minstrel 
Troupe. 

CIRCUS. 

In acceptance of a kind in^dtation from Messrs. Stone & Murry, 
our children attended an afternoon's exhibition of their circus at Mott 
Haven, which afforded them extreme pleasure, for which act of kind- 
ness they will please accept the thanks of our young communify. 
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VISITORS. 



We have been favored with crowds of visitors, many of whom have 
expressed themselves as being well pleased with the appearance and 
workings of the mstitution. 



HEALTH OF DEPARTMENT. 



We have been lumsiially fortimate in our freedom from all epidem- 
ics and fatal sic^kneHnes of any kind during the year. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 



To the Piincipal Matron, Miss Edith Cox, and Assistant Matrons, 
MrH. Bottner, Strang, and Memtt, I make due acknowledgment for 
their co-operation in all suggestions proposed. 



CONTLUSION. 

In conclusion, I tender my thanks to the gentlemen of the Board 
for the kindnesH and consideration uniformly shown. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. H. STEPHENS, 

IVarffeji, 
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TABLE 1. 

Condensed stcUement of admissions and diichargeSy etc.y RandaWs Island 

Nurseries, for the year 1871. 



Remaining December 31, 1870 

Admitted during 1871 

Received Arom hospital 1871 



Total, 



Discharged to friends 

for indenture , 



u 



Transferred to hospital 

** to Hart's Island 



Eloped. 



Total 



Remaining in Nurseries December 31, 1871 



ca 



88 
320 



358 



319 



39 



I 



67 
677 



644 



538 



43 



I 



300 
690 
339 



1,329 



501 



80 



fi3 362 



i 



130 
372 
132 



634 



293 



343 142 
8 
35 



14U 



535 

1,959 

471 



2,965 



K651 



59 139 



485 

8 

78 



319 581 i 967 i 494 i 2,361 



i)04 



I fi 1 1 



w 



CM 

!i ac 
I — 



GO 



I 



% 



' if 



3C 
-I 



? I t I I £ 



I 






s r 



r 



3 



OD 1^ 0« 



•S9 M CM 
h- » h- 



S « 



0« CM 



f&^^^Ztt^tti^^ 



cii«a«oa»GfON'S5 



1^ s 



^^SSSS^SISSSSSSSIS 



Men. I 

Womeii. 
Boys. 
Girls. 



> 



SSS- itSSSSSSSSSe 



ICi 



kS Ol 0« kS 1^ OD h' 



«e 00 Id «e 




HlSiSiSISIgSl^*^- 



to 



Ot 


Ol 


«0 




2; 


1^ 

kS 


s 


s 


s^ 


s 


1^ 


GO 


Men. 


^ 


40 


s 


8 

1.^ 


CM 

ss 


s 


s 


1^ 
-J 


s 


s 


2 

ka 


8^ 


Women. 
Boys. 


§g 




s 




:& 


r§ 


^ 


s 


s 


^ 


se 


8 


s 


8 




1 


Oirls 






ka 

k» 



S§SSi2S§SSgS3$^StS 



9»3ttuooceeio«o^ 



^^k9k9k9l►ooekaGO 



ks 1^ h' a» 



•^ k9 k9 h' 



Boyfr. 



Girls. 



Women. 



Boys. 



S H 

O Id 

* r 

•« ri X 

; i 



3 






ToteL 









r 

a. 

r 



I- 



1- 






00 
•5 



i 



im 



TABLE 3. 

Ages of children admifiejl to ami discharged from BandaJTs Island Nur 

series duHng the year 1871. 



AOKS. 



Three years and under 

Four " 

Five '- 



Six 



(• 



Seven " 
Eight 
Nine 
T<m 




Eleven years 
Twelve ** 
Thirteen *• 
Fourteen ** 



Fifteen •' . . . , 
Sixteen and over . 



• 




(D 


• 


a 
o 

1 




€8 


*6 


1 


< 


c 



86 



85 ■ 
87 ' 



78 



86 I 



75 






I 



70 
80 
55 
37 
16 
17 



1,062 I 986 



TABLE 4. 

Amouuf and V(dne of mt^rhanind labor ])erformed btf ininaies at Ban^ 

daWs Lshmd Nurseries. 



Carpenters 475 days at $1 

Painters 422 " " " 

Masons 199 *' " ** 

Blai-ksmiths ^20 ** "- 



$473 
423 
199 
320 



$1,416 
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TABLE NO. 5. 

Amount and value of produce raised on/arm and garden^ RandalVs Island 

Nurseries^ in year 1871. 



22,230 heads cabbage 1,778 

' 8,070 ** lettuce 121 

19,200 bunch radishes 96 



8,314 
9,980 
1,306 
9,473 
4,500 






ti 



it 
it 



beets 83 

onions 99 

turnips 13 

parsley 199 

leeks 135 



it 



300 bushel beets 181 

31 

18 

294 
145i 
673 

55 
391 
175 
200 
123 
6 



peas 38 

beans, string 18 

•' Lima 36 

tomatoes 109 

potatoes 504 

turnips, white 41 

•* jellow 293 

carrots 131 

parsnips 150 

onions 156 

com. .. 75 

. 43 barrels spinach 64 

39 ** kale 78 

35 " cabbage 42 

600 cucumbers 6 

975 peppers 5 

7,600 ears of com 76 

630 egg plants 37 

850 squash, early 45 

79 " Boston 5 



it 



ti 



«. 



•< 



t* 

<l 

(i 
u 



CU 

40 
05 

■ • 

14 
80 
06 
46 

• • 

50 
75 

• • 

87 
12 
75 
25 
25 
25 

• • 

25 
50 



80 



Carried forward 4,751 44 



$. 

Brought forward 4,751 

9 pumpkin 

600 loads of manure 300 

50 tons of English hay. .1,000 
10 '* salt " . . 150 

45 cords of wooa 360 

89 pigs ..1,335 



ct. 
44 
72 



$7,897.16 



5 
2 
2 
2 
1 
3 
10 
2 



i 

i 



u 
u 
ti 

u 

u 

n 
tl 
u 
u 



tl 



4 pounds of onion seed . . $16 

20 
6 
4 
6 
2 
12 
20 
3 



leek 

cabbage *^ 

radish ** 

parsley ** 

carrot " 

lettuce " 

beet " 

spinach '^ 

parsnip *^ 

squash ^* 



3 ounce oftomatoe' 
6 quarts of pea ** 
16 " snap beans. 
3 " Uma " 



16 



u 



sugar com. 



1 
5 



80 



50 



20 
50 
40 
50 
80 
80 
60 
20 



$108 30 



$8,005 46 
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BALANCE SHEET FOB 1871 

BASBAIli'S IBLAMD NUBSEBIBB. 



Db. 

To amoanl Inveatorj JaoiiMy I, 1811 $28,441 

'' '* goods for store ^ 89,1U 

" ". sdtfiss 18,801 



$19,8Yi 

Cb. 

By Mnoant Inventory Jannarj 1, 1813 ; $23,80^ 

'' '' goodstostore 9,18^ 

•« " Cftsh to office 59« 

•* •' board " 6,881 

" " sundries " 121 

" " Ubor 1,4H 

Balance 38,535 

$79,872 
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INFANTS HOSPITAL. 



Infants Hospital, K. 1., 
January 1, 1872. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Board of Commismoners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

Sib. — I have the honor to submit the following report for the year 
ending December 31, 1871. 

During that time there have been admitted to this institution nine 
hundred and three (903) children, of whom four hundred and eighty- 
six (486) were mothers' children, and four hundred and seventeen 
(417) were orphans, so-called.* The whole number of children in the 
house during the same period was ten hundred and ninety-eight, 
(1,098,) of whom five himdred and eighty-seven (587) have been dis- 
charged or adopted, and two hundred and seventy-one (271) have 
died, leaving on hand at the date of this writing two hundred and 
forty (240) inmates of the hospital. 

Our system of records, as exhibited in the accompanying tables, 
has been made upon one and the same plan for the past four years, 
and therefore it affords an accurate index for the comparison of 
results attained in consecutive years, notwithstanding the fact that 
the system itself is by no means free from fault. I have preferred, 
however, to keep the system of r^istration just as I found it on 
taking charge of the institution for the very purpose of securing this 
accuracy of comparison. Looking then at table A, it will be observ- 

* Correctly speaking, many of these children are not orphans, for one or both of their 
parents are liring. They are, howerer, for yarious reasons abandoned by their parents, 
and therefore stand to us precisely in the relation of orphans, and are committed to the 
care of women other than their mothers. In our classification, accordingly, the term 
orphan is applied as more conrenient and less liable to misconstraction than the designa- 
tion of ** nurse children," formerly employed. 



202 

ed that the general mortality based upon the whole number of inmatei 
during the year has been 

For 1868 .')fi.7«) per cent. For 1870 36.49 per cent 

" 1869 46.83 1871 24.68 " - 

Thus is made good tlie assertion whioli has been several times ze- 
peated in my monthly reports to the Medical Board, that the mortal- 
ity has been reduced to less than one-half of what it used to be on 
Blackwell's Island when tliis Institution was a department of the 
Alms-house. 

Among the orphan children the death rate has l)een : 

For 1868 76.77 per cent. For ]xH) 59.30 percent 

•* 1869 70.:V2 1871 38J53 " *• 

While with the mothers' children, the record stands, viz : 

For 1868 20.57 per cent. For 1870 15.02 per cent 

" 1869 20.44 " •* • 1871 12.26 " •* 

Satisfactory as these results apparently are, and I would not in the 
slightest degree underrate them, they are not, I believe, what ouf^i 
to be attained, nor what might be, if all the disabilities and difficul- 
ties that we now contend with in our administration were removed. 
The causes that have combined to produce these results are : Ist, l%e 
placing of the children in a building measurably adapted to their 
wants. 2d, The diminution in the number of verj' young bottle-fed 
infants that are now so largely provided for by the newly established 
foimdling asylums in the city. 8d, And corrollaiy to this the greater 
average age of our iiifaiits. 4th, Bettor and more careful supervision 
and hygeinic suri'oundiiigs than formerly obtained. The hindrances 
that stand in the way of improvement are : 1st, Inadequate size of 
the present hospital building. 2d, Insufficient supply of wet-nurses. 
And 3d, the indifTerence, neglect, and somethnes almost criminal 
carelessness on the })art of the attendants to whose direct keeping 
the infants are assigned. It must be remembered that all these 
attendants come from one of the two classes, — paupei-s or criminals, — 
and as regards the last mentioned, I have repeatedly plead for the 
abolition of such help in any capacity, about institutions for the rear- 
ing or education of children. Each year's experience only corrobo- 
rates and intensifies the con\dction that to rely (m such assistance i« 
not only an unwise and costly economy, but also the worst possible 
policy, in view of the degrading influences, and directly disastrous 
consequences to health and hfe that inevitably attend contact with 
such creatures. We are better off in this respect than formerly, for 
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khe discipline of the hoiise has been materially improved, and might 
be carried to a still higher degree, if a specific code of punishment 
for offences were adopted, and especially if every one who violates 
the rules of the institution were summarily deprived of its benefits 
and comforts. But notwithstanding such improvement, whether past 
or prospective, we can never wholly rid ourselves of the evils referred 
to, except by the entire exclusion of such classes from the children's 
institutions. As in former years, therefore, I have thus pointedly 
called attention to this deplorable feature in our administration, not 
as a stricture upon the policy of the Board, for I know well the neces- 
sities imposed upon them in this respect, but with the hope, by a 
fearless reiteration of the truth, of helping to pave the way for the 
adoption of a more liberal and humane system of caring for the 
abandoned infant population of our great city. 

The methods of obtaining relief from the other obstacles referred 
to are obvious. 

1st. Our quarters should be enlarged. In the first report which 
I submitted to the Medical Board after the occupation of this build- 
ing*, I showed by actual measurements that our accommodations 
were inadequate to the wants of the Institution in case there should be 
any decided increase in the numbers. There has been such an in- 
crease now for many months, and even if the additional wing were 
completed, and ready for occupation to-day, the building would not pro- 
perly accommodate the number of inmates it holds at the date of this 
writing. Furthermore, with the growth of our city, this increase in num- 
bers must be continuous, and it is a prudent and commendable poUcy 
in institutions like this to anticipate and provide for something beyond 
immediate necessities. Table G. herewith appended, gives the capac- 
ity in cubic feet of each ward in the house, and shows that the average 
allowance of air for each inmate is about five hundred and fifty cubic 
feet. This is less than one-halt of what it ought to be, and the bad 
effect of it is apparent in the unpleasant and injurious odors that per- 
vade the building, especially at night. Our system of ventilation is a 
good one, but wholly inadequate to renew the air fast enough to over- 
come the deleterious impurities alluded to. Again, the ventilating 
shafts that carry off the foul air work best when the building is well 
heated. This apparently insignificant feature is the cause of much 
mischief, and it has resulted in a chronic warfare between the engi- 

*See Minutes Sept 16th, 1869, p. 667. 
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neer and tnjrself on the question of ventilation, versus heat. All hk 
efforts have been directed (and very wisely too, so far as relates to the 
expenditures of this department) to economizing heat, and this can 
only be done at the expense of impurity of the atmosphere in the 
building. All my efforts have been directed to economidng life, and 
this can only be done at expense of constant purity of air. As to 
which of the two plans is the wiser, I think there can be no doubt, 
and I raise the question merely for the purpose of enforcing what 
seems to me a very obvious and unassailable position — ^that immediate 
and temporary economy in the conduct of hospitals is frequently in the 
long run an ill-judged and mischievous policy. I am happy to add 
that the warfare referred to has been of the most amicable nature, and 
has not produced any impleasant personal relations whatever. Ywt- 
thermore, we are compelled still to occupy portions of the cellar for 
many purposes. This is wholly contradictory to the original plan of 
the architect, by whom it was intended that these cellars should be 
great air chambers, and unused for any other purpose. This, in its 
turn, reacts unfavorably upon the purity of the air which goes into the 
wards directly from these air chambers, or, in other words, the cellars. 
Taking all these facts together then, it is evident that we are in need 
of increased accommodations, and I beg leave to recommend that the 
Board take measures to provide for the enlargement as soon as may 
be practicable and consistent with the many urgent peciuiiarj' de- 
mands upon the department, for other, and equally inipoi^tant purposefi. 

The second means of relief is to increase the number of wet nurses. 
In the Special Report which I laid before your Board in August last,* 
in reply to your resolution asking information as to how many wet 
nurses would be required for the orphan children, and at what rate of 
wages competent nurses could be obtained, I showed tliat even if a 
full supply of nurses could be procured, the expenses therefor would 
be enormously greater, I believe, than public opinion would at present 
justify. But besides this item of expense I said, " now, even assum- 
ing that the Board should decide thus liberally to pay for the high 
grade of help referred to, it must be borne in mind that the aggrega- 
tion of so many in one building is a very serious evil, and in itself 
would counteract, as I have fi-equently shown in my reports, much of 
the good we might expect from the more competent and careful super- 
vision of the children. In any given building, I care not how large 

*See Minutes August 'Mnt, ]sl], p. %'Ui. 
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iSy we cannot go beyond It certain point in numbers without manifest 
and speedy danger. So far as concema this building, we are compelled 
almost constantly to exceed the point, and the concentration here of 
the additional number of nurses contemplated would only increase the 
trouble. The only practicable solution then of the question would be 
the employment outside of nurses for the breast-fed babies, and the 
reservation of this building for the walking children." This plan, 
which is the avowed policy of the Medical Board, has met with your 
sanction so far as to authorize the obtaining of information as to the 
probability of being able to secure a sufficient number of good homes 
and nurses for the young infants, in the adjacent country districts, for 
it is believed that it will be worse than useless to attempt any such 
project in the city proper. There are many difficulties in the way of 
securing this information, but as soon as I shall have made extended 
inquiries, I will submit the results to your Board for consideration. 

The year has been unmarked by any serious outbreak of epidemic 
disease. Scarlatina in an unusually mild form manifested itself during 
the last fall and traces of it still continue. It has destroyed, however, 
but a single life. A marked feature of the disease was, that almost 
every case was followed by desquamative nephritis. The cases were 
assigned to one ward, the population of which was purposely kept at 
a minimum. The good results of this move were apparent in the easy 
convalesence, and almost uniform exemption from death, among these 
patients. In the late Spring measles continued to crop out, a legacy 
from our previous year's visitation. There were but five fatal cases 
however, and thus far, in the present winter, we have been entirely 
free from this troublesome pest of children's hospitals.* From the 
whooping-cough we have suffered considerable damage, as the disease 
has been present in the hospital for a number of months. The mor- 
tality has resulted, not directly from the disease, but from the numer- 
ous intercurrent affections and sequels, which, as is well known, are 
especially apt to develop themselves in connection with this affec- 
tion. I again, therefore, urgently recommend the construction of a 
quarantine building. This measure, which was decided upon by your 
Board in the winter of 1870-71, but which was prevented for lack of 



* Two days only afl^r writing the above 8(*ntence two cases of measles manifested them- 
■elres in one of our wards. Tht; disease was evidently imported from the nursery adjjoin- 
ing, as the moUier of the two patients had been, on several occasions unknown to myself^ 
visiting a child sick in the Nursery Hospital with the same disease. There is every rea- 
son therefore to believe that we shall now experience the same trouble and danger from 
this disease as on former occasions, when it has obtained a foothold in the Hospital. 
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funds, would, I am sure, be of immense service to us in heading ot 
or stamping out, these dangerous epidemic and contagious diseases. 
The damage inflicted by them during the year past has, I grant you, 
been comparatively sUght, but it is not within the range of probahili- 
ties that we can always be so fortimate in this respect, and to enforce 
this point, I need only recall a previous epidemic of scarlet fever on 
this island, which desti-oyed sixty patients, or that still more disas- 
trous outbreak of measles on Ward's Island, which, in a single month, 
the first of my connection with the institution, cost us, directly or in- 
directly, the lives of no less than one hundred infants. The other di- 
seases which have caused death do not call for special consideration. 
A reference to Table D. will give all the necessary details concerning 
them. There is, however a curious feature in the distribution of the 
deaths in the various wards of the hospital, as shown in Table 6. 
Wards 17, 18 and 19, on the top floor, have had the most deaths. 
This is easily explained by the fact that the lower stories are reserved 
for the older and walking children, in order that they may have more 
ready access to out of door life. The youngest and smallest infants 
are accordingly assigned to the upper story, and it is just this class 
who succumb most easily to the depressing effects of sickness. Ward 
17, which enjoys the unenviable reputation of having the lai-gest num- 
ber of deaths, has usually the largest number of Work-house women- 
just that vicious class to whom allusion has pre^dously l)een made in 
this report. But the singular feature to which I refer, is the excess 
of deaths in Wards 11 and 18, situated on the second and third stories 
of the middle winpj, or centre of the building. These wards have the 
same relative exposure to prevailing winds and the sunlight as the 
west wing, and yet the mortality is much higher than in thenj. They 
have not, however, the same superfi(»ial area of ventilating shafts, and 
uniformly, this central wing is the foulest and worst smelling portion 
of the building. ProbaUy this alone, coupled with the small allow- 
ance of cubic feet of air to each inmate, may account for the discrej)- 
ancy, and if so, it only illustrates, in a very pointed and forcible man- 
ner, the general statements above made, on the inadecjuate size and 
ventilation of the building. Ward 4, on the gixmnd floor of the same 
wing is only occupied by large children, and by a comparatively small 
number at that. It has been the most offensive in smell of anv of the 
wards, and for this reason we have been compelled not only to reduce 
the number of inmates, but oven to so arrange some of the windows 
that they cannot be entirely closed at the top. This, you will observe, 
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of necessity interferes slightly with the engineer's economy of heat, 
but I see no escape from such a procedure. 

The executive management of the hospital under the administration 
of Mr. Van Loan has been most efficiently and economically conduct- 
ed, and the year's experience has shown that the change made, at my 
own request, was judicious. With a daily average population of four 
hundred and fifteen (415) or thirty (30) more than in the year 1870, 
the expenses have been eight thousand dollars ($8,(K)0 00) less than in 
that year. This dimunition of expense extends to every section or 
class in the per cajnta statement. The only portion for which I am 
directly responsible is the outlay for medicines, and in the three sepa- 
rate years in which I have been connected with the Institution the 
monies expended for this item have been viz.: 

For 18«9 $1,030 01 

• 1870 8H6 B3 

*• 1871 635 52 

Whether this steady diminution in the use of drugs has had any 
connection with the equally steady diminution in the mortaUty during 
the same periods, is a point on which modesty forbids an opinion, as 
otherwise an argument might be furnished which could easily be con- 
strued to the disparagement of my own professional skill. Seriously, 
however, this decrease in the expenditure for medicines is not only 
satisfactory so far as relates to economy of administration, but it 
confirms in a positive manner certain professional opinions which I 
entertain on medication in the diseases of infancy. These opinions are 
strengthened with the recurring experience of each year ; but I deem that 
it would be out of place to specify them in a report of this character. 

Permit me in conclusion to express my appreciation of the skill and 
ability of my medical assistants, as well as the general willingness and 
devotion to duty of all the officers of the house with whom I am 
brought into constant pei*sonal and official relations, and also to put 
upon record my sincere acknowledgments of the kindness and coui*tesy 
which I have uniformly received from your Board, and the generous 
support which you have accorded to me. Through the means which 
you have placed at our disposal, much has already been accomplished ; 
but directly facing us there remain yet other and more difficult obsta- 
cles to be overcome, and still other and more important refonns to 
inaugurate and carry through to successful completion. 

Verj' Kesp y. Tour Ob't Ser\''t, 

E. S. DUNSTEE, 

- - "ffbnse Physidap. 
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TABLE A. 

Comparative Statistics of the Infants Hospit4d for the years 1868, 1869, 

1870, and 1871. 



Admissions, Dxatbs, Brc. 



Mothers' children admitted, 
including those remaining 
from previous year 

Died 

Discharged 

Remaining 

Orphan children admitted, in- 
cluding those remaining 
from previous year 

Died 

Discharged 

Remaining 

Total children admitted, in- 
cluding those remaining 
from previous year 

IHed ? 

Discharged 

Remaining 



1868.; 1809. 



729 
150 
431 
148 



1.158 
889 
164 
105 



714 
146 I 
439 ' 
129 i 



802 
564 

lis 

125 



1,887 


1.516 


1,039 


710 


595 


552 


253 


254 



606 
91 

422 
93 



570 
338 
130 
102 



1.176 
429 
.'»52 
195 



PXBCBSTAOK. 



1870.1 1871.1: 1868. i 1869. 



ii 



579 

71 

380 

228 



519 
200 
207 
112 



1,098 
271 
587 
240 



20.57 
59.12 
20.31 



I 



76.77 
14.16 
09.07 



55.06 
31.53 
13.41 



20.44 
61.49 

iao7 



I 70.32 

I 14.09 

15.59 



46.83 
36.42 
16.75 



1870. 



15.02 



1871. 



12.26 



69.63 65.63 
15.35 22.11 



59.30 
22.81 



38.53 
39.90 



17.89 21.57 



36.49 
46.93 
16.58 



24.68 
53.46 
21.86 



TABLE B. 

Comparative Monihly Mortality at the Infants Hospital for the years 

1868, 1869, 1870 and 1871. 



_._ 


1 
1 

Admissions, including 










- - - 




those remaining 


Number of Deaths. | 


Percentage of Deaths. 






from previous 


I 
















months. 
















1868. 


1869. ' 187(K 

1 


1871. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


1871. 


1868. ' 1869. 

22.35 16.99 
19.58 20.95 


1 
1870. j 1871. 


January 


416 
378 


1 
.359 i 333 
1 358 303 


268 
293 


93 
74 


61 
75 


40 
44 


1 
22 1 
25 ' 


12.01 a20 


February 


14.52 8.53 


March 


41 : 


1 352 > 303 


316 


78 


73 


51 


26 


18.98 20.73 


16.83 8.25 


April 


426 


, .391 , 276 


311 , 


' 111 


67 


32 


38 


26.45 ' 17.13 


11.59 12.21 


May 


385 


' 382 , 288 


317 ' 


1 92 


66 


34 


24 1 


23.02 17.28 


11.80 7.64 


June 


434 


:im 313 


313 


. 91 


96 


47 


h| 


20.96 25.06 


15.01 4.47 


July 


441 


i 323 ' 304 


320 


117 


116 


66 


.>3 1 


26.53 36.91 i 21.71 ' 10.31 


Angust 


406 


, 273 1 278 


310 


126 


31 


38 


35 1 


31.03 , 11.35 j 13.07 1.S.34 


September 


351 


' 301 250 


390 


94 


31 


24 


13 : 


'26.78 10.29 1 9.(10 4.47 


October 


341 


1 336 230 


298 


71 


1 ^ 


26 


13 i 


'20.82 1 ll.:« < 11.30 4.:tfi 


November •• . . . 


' 310 
1 358 


323 ' ^35 

, 322 1 234 

1 t 


278 
286 


35 
67 


1 ^2 
84 


11 
16 


18 ' 

1 


110.97 0.81 ; 4.68 HJ,9 


December 


i 15.92 ' in.S.^ C.83 e,.->o 


Averafre 


1 

389 


1 
' :U2 ! 279 


i 
301 


87 


59 


36 


23 ; 


;JI.04 17.0M , 12.45 7.80 
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TABLE D, 

Bhowing the diseases <^ those thai died, with the number that died ofeatA 

during 1871. 

ChdlltD. 



BronchitU 

BroDthitu, capllluy 

Cholera mltuiluni 

ConnilsioDa 

Croup, miinibruioui 

Dipbtherli. 

Dyjentery 

UsngretiH of leg 

Gastro-iaiealinal catarrh, c 

Entero-colUuB. 
HydrocephkluH. chronic . . . 

Hjdrenecphaloid 

Inanition 

LongB, innammalion of. . . 
Lungs, (e<lem> of 

Heningitis. aimiilc 

Uenlngitis, tubercular 

PempliiguB, acute 

PenuMia 

Purpura hiElnorrhagics . , . 
Scrofula (knee Joint). . . . 

Scarlatina 

Syphilis, heredilsry 

Tubcrculcuia, acute 

TuberculoBis, general. . . . 

Total 
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TABLE E, 
Showing the ages tf those who died at the Infants Hospital dnrittg the 

year 1871. 



A Am 




OBPBAK CHlLDBKIf. 


TotaL 




W.N. 


B.r. 


w. c. 


W.N. 


B. F. 


W. C. 




Leas than 1 week 


• • 

1 

• • 

3 
6 
5 
4 
5 
2 
5 
I 
3 
2 
5 
16 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• « 

2 

• • 

1 
1 
1 

« • 


3 
5 


• • 

• ■ 

1 

4 
6 
5 
1 
2 
4 
6 
3 

• • 

3 
2 

m « 

• • 


• • 

2 

5 

12 

25 

13 

19 

13 

9 

9 

5 

5 

6 

3 

4 

22 
1 


* 

5 
5 




•* " 2 weeks 


2 


U » 3 4« 

" " 1 month 


6 
13 


*• *• 2 months 


34 


4< t< 3 44 
M 44 ^ 44 


25 
30 


■ 

•* " 5 " 


19 


i« 44 g 44 

* 

M 44 ^ 44 


17 
15 


ii u m U 


16 


44 4. g (4 


9 


«• ••10 " 


9 


•4 ft* 1^2 ** 


8 


** •' 1 year 


11 


" " 2 yeart 


46 


M 44 Q *4 


11 


>• • •«••• ••• 




Gnuid Total 


58 


5 


8 


37 


153 


10 


271 
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TABLE P, 
Hospital of those who died at the Ii^amU HospOd 
during the year 1871. 



Turn TxxB nr Hooral. 



Less than 1 week 



M 



(( 



2 weeks 



" 3 



(( 



»i 



1 month 



*' 2 months. 



*« 3 



»» 



u 



« 



if 



" 8 



(i 



u 



a 



u 



a 10 " 
"11 " 

*« 1 year 
" 2 years 



" 3 



u 



Grand Total 




M OCTDM* CBIEJ>Bn. 



4 
3 
3 
8 
12 
3 
8 



68 



B. F. W C 



1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
3 



8 



QmrtLMM CmxLDmMM. 


W.N. 


B. F. 


w. a 


1 


6 


• • 


4 


33 


1 


4 


26 


1 


• • 


16 


• • 


6 


28 


1 


3 


17 


8 


7 


10 


2 


• • 


4 


1 


6 


3 


1 


6 


3 




• • 


1 




1 


1 
1 
1 
3 

• • 




37 


153 


10 



12 

44 
94 
25 
41 

30 

10 

IS 

10 
2 
2 
3 
S 
4 
5 
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INFANTS HOSPITAL. 



Infants Hospital, K L, 
January 1, 1872. 

Hon. IsAAO Bell, 

President Board (f Commisaioners cf 

Public Charities a/nd Correction : 

Sib. — I respectfollj submit the Annual Beport of this Institiition 
for the year 1871. 

The number of inmates remaining at date of this report shows an 
increase of forty-five (45) children, and five (5) adults, over the year 
previous ; the average daily number has been four hundred and fifteen, 
(415) an increase of thirty (30) over the preceding year. 

The accompanying statements also show the census, > admissions 
and discharges, of both children and adults ; the balance-sheet of 
expenses, and the expense per capita of each inmate supported during 
the year. 

A gang of forty (40) Penitentiary prisoners, under charge of two 
keepers were engaged during the early part of the year in quarry- 
ing stone for sea-wall, roads, walks, etc., and are now at work grading 
the grounds about the building. A number of Work-house prisoners 
under the able direction of Mr. Henry Miner, have also been employ- 
ed in completing a macadamized road twenty feet wide from the 
dock to the front entrance of the hospital, and have now nearly 
finished the grading of one-half the large space in front of the hospi- 
tal, which has been a great improvement, and when done will present 
a very fine appearance. 

The changes in the heating apparatus made early last winter by 
the addition of steam-coils in each ward, and covering with felt all 
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the large pipes, besides saying a vast amonnt of fael, have proved of 
immense service, as the building is now comfortable at all times with 
the exception, that when heavy winds prevail the wards exposed are 
dig^tly nncomfortable. 

Several of the wards have had water-closets put in them, special- 
ly adapted to the use of the larger children, and there has been a 
marked sanitary improvement in consequence of the change. 

I am pleased to state that there has been a large reduction in the 
expenses of this Institution, although the average daily numbers has 
been larger than in 1870. 

I wish to return thanks to Mrs. Jane Garrison, Matron ; Mr. Brady, 
Engineer, and all the other officers and employees for their strict 
attention to their respective duties. 

Allow me to express my due appreciation of the kindness and cour- 
tesy which has at all times been extended towards me by the members 
of your Honorable Board, and in doing so, to assure you that it shall 
ever be my aim to merit a continuance of the same, evincing as it 
does, the confidence and trust you repose in me in the performance 
of the duties of my position. 

Yours, respectfully, 

GEO. W. VAN LOAN, 

Clerk. 
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INEBRIATE ASYLUM. 



Inebriate Asylum, W. I., 
January 1, 1872. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

Premdent Commissioners 

PMic Charities and Correction, 

I have the honor to present for the infonnation of the Commission- 
ers this, my Report upon the Inebriate Asylum, under my charge, for 
the year ending December 31, 1871. 

During the year just ended, there have been admitted to this asy- 
lum fifteen hundred and sixty persons. Of this number there were 
discharged, fourteen hundred and twenty-eight ; eloped, one hundred 
and nine ; died, one. Of the aggregate admissions two hundred and 
thirty-three were " pay patients," at rates of board ranging from two 
dollars and a half to forty dollars per week ; while the ten hundred 
and twentj'-seven were " free inmates." 

This latter class consists of j^ersons who have been committed to 
the Work-house on petty charges, i\ij,, vagrancy, disorderly conduct, 
intemperance, etc., and transferred here for the remainder of their 
commitment. They receive board, in some instances clothing, and 
medical attendance, in return for their labor. The women, under the 
charge and direction of the matron, are assigned to the house-keeping 
details ; while the men, under the superintendence of the foreman, 
E. T. Simpson, are variously occupied about the asylum grounds, in 
the engine room, gas house, stables, etc. 
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As this is comparatively a new place, very much has been required 
and still needs to be done, as regards general improvements. Al- 
though several times detached and assigned, with his men, to tempo- 
rary duty at the new Lunatic Asylum, Mr. Simpson has during the 
latter part of the summer and the fall constructed two hundred feet 
of heavy sea-wall, has levelled, graded and sodded one hundred square 
feet of embankment fronting the East River, in addition to grading 
two hundred feet more of embankment and levelling the remainder 
of the lawn preparatory to sodding. A large amount of other work, 
equally important, though less conspicuous has been accomplished. 

Eighty tons of good ice have been cut and stored ; two hundred feet 
of road, of the most durable quality, have been made directly in the 
rear of the main building. In this connection, I think it not improper 
to express the wish, that at the earliest moment they may deem it 
practicable the Board will instruct Mr. Simpson to resume his duties 
here. His services are gi'eatly needed. He is an excellent officer; 
energetic and efficient. 

The general condition of tlie asylum buildings is good. I must, 
however, remind the Board that the roof continues to leak at two or 
three points. Many of the window-frames need to be re-fitted, while 
the entire system of steam-pipes for heating the building, requires a 
thorough examination. With *a low temperature and with the wind 
in certain directions, it is almost impossible to warm the coiTespond- 
ing half of the house. AMiether the difference is due to some defect 
in the construction of the building or in the pipes themselves, I am 
unable to say. The engiiieer in charge, as well as his predecessor, 
has been unable, t<j either remedy the fault or even to account for it 
satisfactorily. Considerations of ectmomy, as well as regard for 
the comfort of the inmates render it desirable, that the necessary re- 
pairs be made as soon as practicable ; certainly before the opening of 
another winter. 

The sanitary condition of the asylum reeeivi^s uncreasing care and 
attention. At the same time, the general health of all the inmates 
has remained excellent. 

With this general statement, I refer to the accompanying tables for 
all statistical details. 

There have been present and under treatment during the year, two 
hundred and seventy-six inebriates — ^properly so called. Of these, 
twenty-three, (twenty-one men, two women), were admitted with 
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incipient or fully developed delirium tremens, all recovering save one, 
whose death was directly caused by coagula of the heart and great 
vessels. Two of the inmates have been resident two years and up- 
ward, three more than eighteen months and less than two years, 
while the remainder have been here for terms ranging from one week 
to ten months. A large number have been eases of re-admission — 
twenty-nine for the second time, eleven for the third, four for the 
fourth, three for the fifth and one for the sixth time. Brought here 
in a state of intoxication more or less complete, and on short commit- 
ments, they remain until they are entirely recovered from their de- 
baiich. By this time their commitment has expired. They take their 
discharge and go out, ready to repeat the process in a few weeks or 
months, as the case may be. 

Last summer I recommended to the Board that no female inebriates 
should be admitted subsequent to the discharge of those who were 
then imder treatment. This recommendaticm was approved and none 
have been received since the close of November last. The experience 
of other asylums has shown verj' conclusively that it is not only unde- 
sirable but in a great degree impracticable to associate men and wo- 
men in institutions of this character. 

Tlie Commissioners have erected tliis asylum for the express benefit 
of inebriates. They have provided all the facihties and advantages 
which recent experience has shown to be essential to the reformation 
of this rapidly increasing cla.ss of society. 

The institution has now been three years in full oj^eration, and the 
question naturally suggests itself — what are the results ? What has 
been accomplished to counter-balance the Hberal expenditure that 
has been made ? I am compelled to admit that as yet no decisive 
results have been reached — no such advantages yet obtained as were 
doubtless anticipated. 

It would be inappropriate, as it is unnecessaiy within the restricted 
limits of a general report, for me to enter into any discussion of the 
question of inebriate reform, or to engage in arguments whether 
favorable or adverse to the various theories wliich have been advanced 
in reference to this subject. 

In fact, I am not prepared to commit myself to any expression of 
positive opinion, or to any individual theory. I shall content myself 
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with simply indicating certain prominent reasons for the absence ifav 
far of permanent results of efforts at reform. 

There are two classes of inebriates here — the voluntary or 8elf-<XHii- 
mitted and the committed. The self-committed patients are those 
who have laid aside every other occupation and have sought admis- 
sion to the asylum for the express purpose of reforming. They are 
amenable to every obligation of necessary discipline, they reqaixe 
little or no restraint, and, in fine, accept the role of invalid ffenUemoL 
They struggle against their old habits resolutely — ^perseveiinf^j. 
They fight against physical and mental depression and the occasionikl 
intense craving for their accustomed stimulant. Even though thqr 
should chance to yield for the moment, to sudden, strong temptaticxi, 
they are by no means discouraged, l)ut begin anew and persist. I 
have had eleven of this class under treatment during the year — ^men 
who have pursued the course I have just described. Most unfcnrto- 
nately and unwisely, they limited their term of residence to three, six 
or eight months, on the expiration of which they left the asylum, each 
one regarding himself as "ciu*ed of <ltpsotn(uiia' — each confident of 
his entire reformation. Since their discharge I have lost all trace of 
these cases, except in the single instance of a gentleman who remained 
six months. He had been an excessive drinker for many years, and 
was brought here by his friends as a last resort. There are now five 
months since he resumed his business. I have met him several 
times and am informed tliat he continues strictly temperate. Now if 
these eleven self-committed patients had remained long enough to 
leave no room for questioning]; the gtmuineness of their reformation, I 
can see no reascm for doubting that they might have fimiished valu- 
able results in regard to the (question of reform. 

In all cases, time is an absolutt^lv essential element of success. 
Habits, confirmed by years of constant jn-actice, are not to be over- 
come and laid aside by a sinfjjle unaided effort. It ^vill often retiuire 
the exercise of all the powers of a strong mind. For myself, I 
believe tliat as a general nile, one year is the least practicable time 
within which to anticipate permanent reformation. Even then, I should 
not pronoimce the success complete and beyond the prol>a]>ility of 
relapse, until the patient had endured tlu* test of ex]^(>sure to old as- 
sociations, with old associates, and to the manifold temptations of 
social life. 

A man may do admirably well so long as ho remains within the 
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fimits of an asylum, protected as far as possible from whatever might 
seem to recall the fascinations of the old life ; but it is the ability to 
withstand temptation, which furnishes the sure test and measure of 
genuine reformation. 

The "committed" inmates are those who are here, to a certain 
extent under compulsion; some have been sent by magistrates in 
part as punishment — partly to afford them a chance to reform. 
Others have been brought by their friends, with a certain hope that 
they may be benefitted by their compulsory residence, and to spare 
thomst'ilves the constant annoyance and disgrace caused by their ex- 
cesses. The inmates coiiiposing this class manifest neither desire 
uor inclination to benefit by the advantages which surround them. 
Ah they are here from necessity and not from choice, their time and 
thoughts are devoted to the most feasible plans for procuring liquor, 
or for escaping from the island. As a general rule, they are insensi- 
ble to aU appeals to their conscience, or to sentiments of honor. 
They seem incapable of truth, and no reliance whatever can be placed 
upon tlieir most solemn promises. There are a few exceptional cases 
in this class, of men who have the best intentions, who would be glad 
to reform ; but unfortimately they possess no moral courage, nor thr 
requisite firmness of purpose. They suffer from the bad influence 
exerted over them by the worst men of their own class, with whom 
they are associated. Nor is it at all possible, under existing circum- 
stances to prevent this unfortimate intimacy. 

This is the class which requires constant watching and restraint. 
Their indifference and apparent insensibiUty to any higher motives of 
life than the gratification of their depraved tastes and desires, added 
to their short terms of commitment, render it impossible to recognize 
any results that have the slightest bearing u|)on the question of 
inebriate reform. 

It would be a decided improvement in the general economy of the 
asylun) if these two classes, together with the exceptional cases I have 
alluded to, could be entirely isolated, each from the other. It does 
not, however, appear to be practicable at present. The system of re- 
admissions is decidedly bad ; it is of no benefit whatever to the indi- 
vidual, it has a bad effect upon the other patients, and tends to create 
unfavorable and erroneous impressions in regard to the asj'^luin. I 
respectfully recommend to the Board that no admissions be hereafter 
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granted for a less period than six months. No shorter term of rod- 
dence — whether voluntary or compulsory — is likely to be of any pCT- 
manent benefit. 

The question of inebriate reform is not to be settled by the sta- 
tistics or experience of a single asylum. 

The observations obtained from all similar institutions throughoat 
the country, extending through a series of years, will be requisite be- 
fore any theory as to treatment can be accepted as settled, or any 
system of management be definitely adopted. 

Scientific men on the continent, who are watching our experiments 
closely and with the deepest interest, assert that they shall not look 
for any decided results within five years at the least. 

In the meanwhile, I am unable to see that the Commissioners have 
the slightest occasion for discouragment. The gradual changes and 
improvements, which constantly increasing experience will suggest, 
cannot fail to bear fniit in good time. 

In conclusion, it gives me pleasure to acknowledge the zeal and 
efficiency with wliich the officers of the asylum have invariably per- 
formed their official duties. 

I have the honor to remain sir, 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
JAMES L. ADAMS, M. D., 

Resident Physician. 
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NAUTICAL SCHOOL-SHIP MERCURY. 



At Sea, off Madeira Island, 
January, 1, 1872. 

To the HoiwraUe Bofird of Cotnmh»ioifei'fi of 

Public Charities am] Correction : 

Gentlemen. — I have the honor to submit to your Honorable Board 

the Third Annual Export of the N. S. S. Mercurj' under my com- 
mand, for tlie year ending December 31, 1871. 

We commenced the year at sea, oflf the Western Islands, having 
left New York, December 20, 1871, <m a "long" practice cruise, which 
extended to Madeira, Canary Islands, Sierra Leone, west coast of 
Africa, and the Islands of Barbadoes and St. Thomas, West Indies ; 
arriving at New York, all well, April 21, 1871. 

It was highly gratifying to remark at the different poi-ts which we 
visited, the extraordinarj' interest evinced by all classc^s of the people, 
more especially officei's of the Government, in the object and organ- 
ization of the School-ship. The wisdom that devises, and the gener- 
ous benevolence that sustains an institution of the kind, which pro- 
vides at once a home, and the means of acquiring an honest livelihood 
to the friendless and refractory waifs, tluit form no small nor unim- 
portant pai-t of the population of all large cities ; that is composed in 
fact of that lawless and unbridled element which, merging into man- 
hood, ignorant alike of law, obedience and self-respect, and reckless 
of consequences, is ever ready at the call of whatever unprincipled 
agitation, to laimch forth in riot and destruction, or anything else that 
will tend to gratify its brutal, desperate and ungovernable passions. 
An institution like this, which strikes at the root of this evil, by 
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charitably pro>dding a home and a profeBsion for these friendless and 
lawlesH youths, by educating them, by subjecting them, and by teach- 
ing them the necessity of law and obedience ; so that if they do not, 
wliich is quite probable, all become seamen, they will at least have 
ha<l their heads turned the right way, so to speak ; they will have 
learned to recognize the necessity of law and order. 

Tlie means thus offered to the boys of gaining an honest and use- 
ful livelihood were warmly and earnestly praised, and highly appre- 
ciated, and although I took care for ob\'ious reasons, to explain iu 
every case, that the ship was //r>/ of the naval force of the United 
States, and that its officei-s held no commmissions from the General 
GoiTemment, but simply appointed by the City of New York, the 
usual coui-tesies, both official and otherwise, that are tendered to 
ships of war visiting foreign ports, were freely extended to us, out 
of respect for, and in appreciation of tlie wise jind noble piindples 
embodied in the institution. Everywhere, in fact, we were received 
with marked respect and interest. The boys were allowed to go on 
shore on lil)erty, whenever it was possible to do so, and invariably 
conducted themselves in a becoming and orderly manner; and it waa 
highly gi-atifying to observe how rapidly and eflfectuallj* the stem dis- 
cipline of the ship had impressed them with an air of resj)ect and obedi- 
ence. The change was indeed as wondcnfid as it was gi-atifying — to see 
on the street a party of the little fellows, who, j)erhaps two months 
before, would have addressed you as anything else than a gentleman, 
had you ventured to insist on your right to a share of the pave- 
ment — n(nv dressed in i\\i^ nt^at and tidy bhic? shirt and trousers of the 
naval servict\ standing at *' attention, " and raising their caps orderly 
and respeetfully, as an officer passes them, with as much precision 
and steadiness as vt^teran men-of-wars-men. 

l)istinguish(Ml officers of the anuy, navy and civil sei'vice of Eng- 
land, S))ain and Portugal visited the slii]>, and were much pleiiscl. 
Many, indeed, were the prais(is that were lavished on the wise poUcy 
and liberality of that naticm whose power was extended not only to 
restrain and punish the lawless, but to watch with ])aternal care over, 
and generously guidci, educate and employ its p(H:>])h\ 

From the west coast of Afiica to the West Indies, explorations 
were made of the bottom of the oc(»an, a detaih^l re])ort of which 
was published by your Honorable I^oard, which I venture to ho]>e 
will not be without interest to the scientific world. Thev were made 
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in an open boat, at the cost of no little labor and danger, often in ex- 
ceedingly rough weather, and at all times exposed to the burning rays 
of a tropical sun. 

I may add, this cruise was attended by most gratifying results ; no 
accidents occurred, and the sanitary condition of the ship remained 
excellent. 

I am happy to state that the opportunity offered the boys of 
gaining a practical knowledge of seamanship, navigation, and an Eng- 
fiiah education, has been taken advantage of — ^while all improved, 
many excelled in the various branches connected with a seaman's 
profession. 

We left New York with two hundred and fifty-nine boys between 
the .ages of twelve and nineteen. On our return, one hundred boys 
who had been attached to the ship eighteen months and more, were 
comi)etentfto ship in the naval or merchant service as ordinary sea- 
men ; twelve were shipped direct from the "Mercury" into the naval 
service for three years, and twenty to merchant vessels bound on long 
voyages. About forty of those discharged during the year have, (as 
onr record will show,) shipped of their own accord in the navy and 
merchant service. 

The majority of these boys, were it not for the advantages gained 
while attached to this institution, woidd, in all probability, still be 
leading an idle life. 

The fine weather during the summer months was taken advantage 
of, by making short practice cruises in Long Island Sound, and at 
sea, firom Sandy Hook to the coast of Maine. 

Diuring the year the ship has been at sea one hundred and eighty- 
eight days ; but one accident occurred, which resulted in the death of 
one of our boys, Thomas Cosgrove, aged eighteen, who fell from aloft 
while exercising at furling saD, in the vicinity of Cape Cod, August 
31st, and was buried at sea. 

During the months of September, October and November, the ship 
remained at her anchorage off Hart's Island, refitting, preparatory to 
the winter's cruise of 1871-72. 

During this time the decks and outside planking were recaulked, the 
ship stripped of all her rigging, and most of the spars removed and 
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replaced by new ones, those removed having been inspected and con- 
demned as unfit for further use. 

The un-rigging and re-rigging of the ship was performed ahnost 
entirely by the boys, and to my entire satisfaction. 

Having been equipi>ed and provisioned for a five months' cmise, 
we left Hart's Island, December 16th, 1871, in obedience to ordera 
from your Honorable Board, and proceeded to sea through Lcmg 
Island Sound, on a cruise to the Canary Islands and coast of Bnudl, 
with a full complement of officers, twelve seamen and two hundred 
and fifty-three boys. Tims far the cruise has progressed most favor- 
ably, although we experienced the usual bad weather looked for 
during tlie winter months in the North Atlantic. But few of the boys 
were sea-sick, and they soon recovered. 

The goixl feeling, harmony of action and system of the different 
departments of the ship on this cruise, augurs well for ^ts success 
and the enforcement of discipline. 

Throughout the year the sanitarj' condition of the ship has been 
excellent, as the following extract from the report of the Sni^eon of 
the ship will show : " every precaution, which a long experience could 

suggest, has been obst»r\'od for the prevention of disease among us : 
as a n'sult the boys have been remarkably healthy throughout the 
year, and there is e\ci'\ reason to suppose will continue so. This 
may be attributed in a large measure to the required observance of a 
perfect eleanliness of habit. Eveiy morning the boys' persons are 
thoroughly washed and their entire clothing, once in eveiy week. 
The bt^ddin^ is in every ease sufficient and comfortable, and the berth- 
deck well v(intilated, ni^ht and day, and always in a perfectly cleanly 
condition. The deck is washed as often as necessiirv with a solution 
of chloride of lime, or other disinfectants, and together with the rest 
of the slii]) thoroughly fumigated with tar. The ship's diet is whole- 
some and well j)repared. In brief, everything is essayed that can in 
any way contribute to health and well being. It is with pleasure, 
therefore, that I pronounce the sanitary condition of the ship excel- 
lent. 

During the year four hundred and twenty-three boys have been ad- 
mitted on board, as will b(» seen by the annexed tables of adniLssi(ms, 
discharges, transfers, c.ic. 

The progress made in the educational department by the boys, 
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under the superintendence of John D. Whitney, the instmctor and 
his assistant, has been highly gratifying. I am convinced that this 
department is accompUshing a great deal in the way of improving the 
morals of the boys, as well as giving them the advantage of educa- 
tion ; the success attending the efforts of the instructors is apparent, 
as will be seen by Mr. Whitney's report of this department. 

The religious training of the boys has been carefuUy looked after, 
by the Rev. Mr. Willets, of the Protestant, and Rev. Father Duran- 
quet, of the Roman Cathohc Church ; their efforts have been of great 
service to us in improving the moral condition of the boys. While 
at sea, Divine Service was held each Sunday, and the religious tenden- 
cies of the boys of both denominations, respected and encouraged. 

At the close of the year I have the happiness of being able to state, 
that at no time since the organization of this institution, has it been 
in a more flourishing condition than at the present time. 

In conclusion, I would express my thanks and obligations to the 
officers of the ship for their support in all my official duties connected 
with this important work. And with renewed thanks to your honor- 
able Board, for your generous aid and support in advancing the in- 
terests of this institution, I submit to you, gentlemen, this, the Third 
Annual Report of the Nautical School-ship, Mercury. 

Very respectfuUy, 

Your obedieut servant, 

PIERRE GIRAUD, 

Captain, 
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INSTRUCTOE'S REPORT 



Nautical School-ship Mercukt, 
At Sea, off Madeiba, Jan. 1, 1872. 

Sir. — I have the honor of submitting the Annual Report of the 
Educational Department for the year ending December 31, 187L 

Tliere have been, during the past year, 373 sessions of the schooL 

Tliere have been under instruction in the same time 667 pupils. 

The average number that have actually attended each day is 216 ; 
each session, 108. 

This disparity of numbers is occasioned by the division of the 
school, as liert^tofore, into two watches, one attending in the morning 
and the other in the afternoon. 

On the 8th of June a vacancy occurred in the position of Assistant, 
which was filled on the 16th of December, by tlic appointment of Mr. 
Geo. C. Stoughton. 

School Superintendent Kiddle, accompanied by his assistants, in- 
spected the school on tlie 5th of November. His opinion of the con- 
dition of the school may be found in the report which he made to 
the Hon. Board of Commissioners. 

Being \\dtliout an assistant more than lialf the year, I have availed 
mvself of the serWces of some of the more axlvanced bovs as monitors. 
They have succeeded admirably, and have been of material assistance 
to me in tlie discharge of my duties. Tliere are six classes in each 
watch, and it would hfive been impossible to have attended to them 
all, had it not been for the aid rendered by these boys. 
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Oar school last year has been in session in various parts of the 
Atlantic, from the eighth to the forty-fourth parallel, in the harbors of 
Madeira and Las Palmas, on the coast of Africa, and among the 
islands of the West Indies, as well as off our own coast from Maine 
to Florida. 

The advantages which are gained by long cruises cannot be too 
highly estimated. The boys are no longer living in the expectation 
that " to-morrow" may bring their discharge, and so abruptly termi- 
nate their studies. On the contrary, they feel that here is their home, 
at least for a number of months, and they apply themselves to study, 
with a determination to benefit by the opportunities offered them. 
Although the heat interfered very much with the school on our last 
long cruise, I am of the opinion that more was accomplished than 
during any equal number of months since the organization of the 
ahip. The sight of foreign countries awakened a desire to know more 
about them, which at home would never have entered their breasts. 
QeogrB,phj was no longer a dry study, when, here before their eyes, 
were the lands and seas which they were required to describe. On 
the whole, the progress made during the past year has been satisfac- 
tory, and if some have not shown quite as much zeal in the pursuit 
of knowledge as we mig|ht wish, on the other hand there are those, 
who, by their close application and decided improvement, have more 
than compensated for the dullness of the former. 

For the generous sympathy and hearty support which you have 
ever given me, I wish to return sincere thanks, and trust that 1872 
win be to the School-ship Mercury, under your command, a year of 
good feeling and decided success. 

Very respectfuUy, 

JOHN D. WHITNEY, 

Principal of School. 

Capt P. GiBAUD, 

C!ommanding S.S. Mercury. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Board of Commissioners of Public 
CSharities and Correction. 

P. GIRAXJD, Captain. 
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REPORT. 

Department of Public Charities and CoBREonoNy 

Corner of Third avenue and Eleventh street,' 
New Tobk, September 12, 1871. 

Hon. A. Oakey Hall, Mayor : 

Sir — The Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction respeot- 
fully submit a report of the practice-cruise of the schoolnahip Mercmy, 
from her anchort^e ground at Hart's Island to Sierra Hieone, and 
from thence via St. Thomas to this port, during the winter of 1870-71. 

But, before narrating the history of the cruise, it is proper to state 
more specifically than in the annual report the reasons which induced 
the Commissioners to establish a nautical school, and to describe ihe 
character of the boys who are assigned to it. With the increaae of 
the population of the city there had been a greatly increased nnmber 
of boys committed to the care of the Commissioners by the magis- 
trates, for slight misdemeanors and vagrancy. Others, and in laige 
numbers, had been committed by their parents as incorrigible, or be- 
cause of evil associates, who wore leading them to ruin. These boys 
were at first sent to the Industrial Schools on Hart's Island, but the 
number increased so rapidly that the Commissioners were embarrassed 
as to the disposition which shoidd be made of them. 

They could not without a long probationship be recommended as 
apprentices, because of their wayward and reckless character, nor 
could they be discharged without the probability that they would 
again become vagrants, or fall into their former wicked associations. 
Under these circumstances it was deemed ex])edient to establish a 
nautical school, as well for the purpose of relieving the department of 
a constantly increasing number of unruly boys, as of providing for 
them a sure and honest means of livelihood suited to their adventur- 
ous spirit. 

When the school was estabUshed it was contemplated from con- 
siderations of economy to teach them the mdiments of seamanship 
while the ship was at anchor in the harbor, and by occasional trips of 
short duration at sea, durmg the summer months ; and this method 
was further commended by the consideration that the boys would be 
under the direct and constant supervision of the Commissioners. 
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But the experience of a few months demonstrated that the only 
effectual mode of instruction is the continuous handling of a ship at 
sea, and that the manifold duties of a thorough seaman can only be 
learned by actual service. 

The cruise, of which the following papers constitute the report, was 
made in pursuance of these convictions and for the purpose of qualify- 
ing the boys for immediate entrance on their return into the service 
of the navy or mercantile marine. In this respect the result of the 
cruise was highly satisfactory, for of the crew of two hundred and 
fifty-eight boys over one hundred were, in the opinion of the captain, 
capable, on the return of the ship, of discharging the duties of ordi- 
nary seamen. 

It is proposed to apply to Congress at its next session for authority 
to be vested in the Secretary of the Navy to discriminate in enlist- 
ments in favor of boys who have been educated in school-ships. 

The exploration of the ocean has become an object of deep interest 
to governments as well as to men of science. The United States Coast 
Survey, under the wise direction of Professor Bache, and now of Pio- 
fessor Pierce, has for many years been diligently engaged in adding 
to the limited information possessed of deep-sea soundings, temper- 
atures, and currents, and more recently the British Government, 
under the supervision of Dr. Carpenter, has solved several problems 
of scientific importance, added largely to the stock of general know- 
ledge, and made discoveries which will be of practical benefit to com- 
merce and navigation. 

"With the hope that the cruise of the Mercury might be made to 
contribute something of value to science, Captain Giraud was directed 
to obtain a series of soundings on the line of or near the Equator, 
from the coast of Africa to the mouth of the Amazon, to observe the 
set of the surface currents, and the temperature of the water at vari- 
ous depths. The following is a copy of his letter of instructions : 



Department op Public CHARiriES and Cobbeotion, ) 

New Tobk, December 13, 1870. [ 

Bib — ^You will proceed to sea, in command of the Mercury, on the 
IGth instant, by way of Montauk Point, and cruise between the lati- 
tudes 10^ north and 5^ south of the equator, and of longitude from 6^ 



246 

east to 45^ west of Qreenwich, until the 10th of March, when you will 
return to your anchorage at Hart's Island, unless on yonr approMh 
to the coast you shall deem it prudent, from stress of weather, to 
enter at Sandy Hook. 

You will keep at sea as much as possible, going into port only to 
obtain water and provisions or for repairs. As often as may be prac- 
ticable, you will forward to this office detailed reports of the heaKh of 
the officers and crew, and the progress made by the boys in tgeaman- 
ship and in their studies at school. 

The routine duties of the ship, as laid down in the rules for the ediir 
cation of the boys in seamanship, will be strictly adhered to. 

You will, as often as may be practicable, take soundings of the bed 
of the Atlantic, on or near the line of the Equator, from the coast of 
Africa to the mouth of the Amazon. 

You will also frequently observe and record the temperature of the 
ocean at the surface, and at twenty, fifty, one hundred, and two hun- 
dred fathoms, and obtain specimens of water at those depths, which 
you wiU cause to be evaporated on board, and the solid matter 
analyzed, or you wiU bring the specimens home in bottles provided 
for the purpose. 

You will also obtain sea-plauts from as great depths as may be 
practicable, together with animalculaB and other minute forms of ani- 
mal life, which you will preserve or cause accurate drawings thereof 
to be made, for which purpose you will be furnished with a micros- 
cope of large powers. 

An accurate knowledge of the set and velocity of currents is of 
great importance to commerce. You will be pleased to note and 
carefully determine the direction of all currents with which you may 
fall in. 

A favorable opportunity will be afforded to note with approximate 
accuracy their rate and direction when you are engaged in taking your 
deep-sea soundings from an open boat. 

It is desirable that the misplaced reliance of many navigators on 
dead-reckoning may be demonstrated, and to this end you will fre- 
quently, when you have determined your position by astronomical ob- 
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tervation, throw your registering log and let it remain in the water for 
twenty-four or forty-eight hours, or until you have taken another ob- 
servation, when you will compare the progress you have made by dead- 
reckoning with your actual progress, as determined by observation. 

While the chief object of the cruise of the Mercury will be to per- 
fect the boys under your command in seamanship, the Commissioners 
indulge the hope that, by the careful observation of yourself and 
officers, the interests of commerce may be promoted, and the cause 
of science advanced. 

Very respectfully, 

ISAAC BELL, 

President. 

To Captain P. Giraud, 

Commanding Sckocl-^hip Mercury. 



The ship sailed from Hart's Island on the 20th of December, 1870, 
and, after stopping at Madeira and the Canary Islands, arrived at 
Sierra Leone on the 14th of February. 

On the 21st of February she left Sierra Leone, and on the 22d 
Captain Giraud commenced his deep-sea soundings, which he con- 
tinued in nearly a straight Une to the Island of Barbadoes, a distance 
of about 2,800 miles. His soundings range from 500 fathoms to 3,100 
fathoms, or 3^ miles, from which depth he brought up in most in- 
stances specimens of bottom. The current observations will be of 
value in the navigation of the South Atlantic, and the ascertained 
temperatures of the water at from 200 to 600 fathoms are confirmatory 
of the theory that a cold current from the Poles underlies the surface- 
waters of the tropical seas. 

The daily meteorological observations, the direction and velocity of 
currents, and the temperature of the ocean at various depths, are set 
forth in his report, which is herewith annexed. These papers, to- 
gether with the specimens obtained from the bed of the ocean and of 
sea-water, were placed in the hands of Professor Henry Draper of the 
New York University for examination. 

Professor Draper's report, which is herewith submitted, contains 
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precise tabulated statements of the meteorological obseiratiaiis of tfie 
voyage, of the direction and velocities of the ciirrentB» and oi the 
temi>eratare8 at the several depths obtained, together with an analyBis 
of the specimens of water from various depths. The report also con- 
tains a diagram of the bed of the Atlantic, from Sierra Ijeone to 
Barbadoes, as established by the soundings, and is replete with inter- 
ewting disquisitions on all the questions of deep-sea explorations. The 
specimens of animal life which were obtained from the bottom were 
forwarded for examination by Professor Draper to Dr. Carpenter. He 
reports that they are the ordinary forms of deep-sea foraminifera. 
With the specimens Professor Draper also sent a table of the temper- 
atures, and in respect to them Dr. Carpenter remarks, " that fliey 
are of great interest, and especially those at one hundred and two 
hundred fathoms. They show, " he continues, " how thin is the sur- 
face stratum affected by the gulf-stream, or by direct solar radiation. 
The sudden drop," he remarks, '^ in the temperature at two hundred 
fathoms, between 17^ 46' west longitude, and 19^ 36* west longitude, 
and the continuation of this reduction with the increased westing as 
far as 50^ 38' is a very curious phenomenon, and I cannot help con- 
necting it with some great oceanic movement, especially as at 68^ 47' 
west longitude, and at 83^ the higher temperatures reappear. I trust 
that hereafter much attention will be given to this point." 

The conchision at which Professor Draper has arrived, from a care- 
ful examination of the results obtained, is that there exists all over 
the bottom of the Atlantic and Caribbean Sea, a stratum of cold water, 
and that the cruise of the Mercury must be considered as offering con- 
firmatory proof of the correctness of Dr. Carpenter's theory, drawn 
from the cruiHes of the English exploring vessels, that there is a gene- 
ral movement of the lower waters of the Atlantic towards the Equator, 
and a corresponding flow of the surface-waters towards the Poles. 

The object of the cruise was, as has been stated, to perfect the boys 
in HeanianHliip. The scientific explorations were incidental and sub- 
sidiary, but enough has been accomplished to encourage the hope that 
the practice voyages of the Mercury may be made to contribute to the 
stock of knowledge, and help to gxplain the mysteries of the Great 
Deep. 

The experiment of the school-ship, as a Eeformatory, has thus far 
been satisfactory. There is reason to beUeve that it is the most effec- 
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tiYe mode to reclaim erring boys, whose errors, caused by the love of 
adventure, by evil associations, or ungovernable tempers, are fast im- 
pelling them to ruin. Brought under the inflexible discipline of a 
ship in actual service, they are taught in a few months the duties of a 
profession, which directs and gratifies their love of adventure, and pro- 
vides for them the means of an honest and useful livelihood. 

Bespectfully submitted. 
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COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC CHABTTIK8 AND OOBRBQTIDN 

CITY OF NEW TOBK, 

ON THE CHEMICAL AMD PHYSICAL PACTS COLLBCTBD FROM fHt 

DEEF SEA BESEABOHES 
NAUnOAL SOHOOL^SHIF "MEBCUBT," * 

cmaTAKBH BT Tmot OBUB » «■ 

TROPICAL ATLANTIC AND CARIBBEAN SEAS. ISIO-TI. 

BT HENBY DBAFEB, K, D., 
ProfeMor of Analytleal Chemiitry uid Pbytiology in the UniTenltj of New Ttik. 

CONTENTS : 

Introduction ; Outline of voyage ; Its three stages ; General air temperature ; Barmelrie 
table ; Pressure increases on nearing America ; Tables of sea currents ; CoUeelkNi 
of samples of water, and necessary precautions ; Effects of pressure on gaaeous and 
saline ingredients ; Determination of specific gravity of samples collected, with taUs ; 
Thermometric observations, with description of registering thermometer ; Tables of 
air temperatures, and of water at various depths ; Discussion of soundings ; Crosi- 
section of Atlantic ; Suggestions of effect of Amazon and Orinoco ; Tempermtore and 
specific gravity of water increase toward West ; Proof that a stratum of oold water 
exists at the bottom of the Tropical Atlantic ; Examination of dissolved gases, of 
organic material ; Spectrum analysis of solid residues ; Organic remains. 

The Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction, having sab- 
mitted to me for examination certain documents and specimens oon- 
nected with the voyage of the nautical school-ship Mercury, I have 
the honor to make thereupon the following report : 

Much attention has recently been given to deep sea researches, in 
consequence of the investigations made by the United States Govern- 
ment on its coast, and by Dr. Carpenter, Mr. Qwyn Jeffreys, and Pro- 
fessor Wyville Thomson, in the North Atlantic and the Mediten*- 
nean Sea. Not only have many of the facts so ascertained been cooo- 
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borated by this voyage of the Mercury, but the Commissioners, by 
anthoriziiig it, have also added much that is new and interesting to 
our knowledge of the physical condition of the deep sea. 

The voyage of the Mercury may be divided into three stages : 1st, 
from New York, by way of the Madeira and Canary Islands, to Sierra 
Leone ; 2d, from Sierra Leone, through the tropical Atlantic, to Bar- 
badoes ; 3d, from Barbadoes, through the Caribbean sea, to the north 
of Cuba, and thence, along the coast of the United States, back to 
New York. 

The chief scientific interest of this voyage is connected with its 
second and part of its third stage. 

The ship left New York on December 20, 1870. She reached Fun- 
chal (Madeira Islands) on January 17, 1871 ; Las Palmas, in the 
Canaries, on January 24, and Sierra Leone on February 14. On the 
21st of that month she sailed for Barbadoes, and reached that island 
on the morning of March 17. She sailed from Barbadoes on March 
24, and arrived in New York on April 21. 

It is necessary to give these particulars, with a view of indicating 
that the voyage was made in the winter season of the year, the season 
of the lowest air temperatures. The mean temperature of the air at 8 
p. ic., while at Funchal, was 70}^, the maximum being 76^ and the 
ininiTmiTn 68^. While at Las Palmas it was 63^, the maximum being 
66^ and the minimum 67^. While at 8ierra Leone it was 83^, the 
maximum being 85^, the minimum 79^. In the passage across the 
Atlantic, from Sierra Leone to Barbadoes, the mean temperature was 
78|^ ; the maxima were on leaving the African and approaching the 
American coast. For nearly a fortnight, during the mid-passage, the 
variations were included between 76^ and 79^. 

In this report the d^rees of temperature are according to Fahren- 
heit's scale. Though the thermometer was observed regularly, three 
times each day, at midnight, at noon, and at 8 P. M., I have adopted 
the latter only, since it is recognized by meteorologists that the tem- 
perature at 8 P. K. very closely approaches the mean for the entire 
day. 

As regards the barometer, the following table will show its height, 
as determined by three observations each day during the passage 
from Sierra Leone to Barbadoes : 
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TABLE L 



Baromeii'ic Observations from Sierra Leone to Barbadoes. 



DATK. 



Feb. 21 . . 

*' 22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

March 1 

<' 2./ , 

3 

4 

'* 6 

6 

7 

" 8 

9 

10 

11 

*' 12 

'* 13 

U 

15 

*' 16 

Mean of all the observations . . 



MIDNUmT. 



29.64 
29.70 
29.76 
29.70 
29.68 
29.74 
29.76 
29.74 
29.68 
29.72 
29.72 
29.72 
29.72 
29.80 
29.78 
29.78 
29.79 
29.76 
29.77 
29.74 
29.78 
29 82 
29.80 
29.78 



NOON. 



29.66 
29.68 
29.70 
29.68 
29.68 
29.74 
29.76 
29.68 
29.66 
29.68 
29.70 
29.74 
29.73 
29.78 
29.78 
29.76 
29.79 
29.76 
29.73 
29.76 
29.76 
29.81 
29.80 
29.78 



8 p. M. 



29.745 



29.733 



29.60 
29.70 
29.74 
29.66 
29.70 
29.74 
29.76 
29 (k 
29.66 
29.68 
29.70 
29.72 
29.74 
29.78 
29.78 
29-76 
29.78 
29 76 
29.73 
29.76 
29.76 
29.8^3 
29.74 
29.80 



29.730 



From this it will be seen how small the barometric yariations were. 
Examining, for instance, those of 8 P. M., the minimum was only -^ 
inch below, and the maximum y^^ inch above the mean. It may also 
be remarked that, in a general manner, the pressure of the air in- 
creased on nearing the American coast. 

On leaving the African coast the atmosphere was hazy, as is usual 
in that region. On March 5 the north-east trade winds were struck, 
and they accompanied the ship to Barbadoes. Previously to reach- 
ing them her mean daily progress had been only 57 miles ; after that 
time it was 187 miles. 

The ocean currents, as reported on the days when other important 
observations were made, are shown by the following table : 
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TABLE n. 

DirecHon and VdooUy of CwirerUa between Sierra Leone amd Barbadoes. 



Datb. 



Feb. 23 

" 26 

26 

« 27 

" 28 

March 3 



8. W. 
8. 8. W. 
8. bv W. 

8. bv W. 

s< s* w. 



4 knot 
i knot 
i knot 
l knot 
I knot 
J knot 



Dais. 



March 



4 

10 

13 

14 

16 



8. 

8. W. 

8. W. by W. 

W. 8. W. 

w. s. w. 
w- 



i knot 
i knot 
4 knot 
i knot 
i knot 
i knot. 



TABLE m. 

Direction and Velocity <^ Currents in the West India Seas. 



DATS. 


Dduotioii. 


Vbloort. 


DATS. 


Dnsozioii. 


VBiOOITT. 


April 4 

" 6 

" 6 

7 


w. 

W 
W.byN. 
W. by N. 


1-2 knot 
1-2 knot 
1-2 knot 
1-2 knot 


AprU 8 

9 

" 11 

13 


W. N. W. 

W. 
8. W. 

N. N. W. 


k knot 
i knot 
J knot 
i knot 



Dnring the second stage of her voyage the ship's track was oyer a 
parallel included substantially between the eleventh and thirteenth 
degees of north latitude. She obtained soundings at various depths, 
from 290 to 3,100 fathoms, and on eleven occasions specimens from 
the bottom. In the third stage of her voyage, while in the West 
Indian seas, three other bottom specimens were secured. The appa- 
ratus used was Brooks' detaching apparatus, with two thiriy-two 
pound shot. The sounding-line was cotton cord, one-seventh of an 
inch in diameter. All the soundings were made from a boat. On 
March 6, the maximum depth of 3,100 fathoms in the Atlantic was 
reached, but on reeling in, the line unfortunately parted, and 2,200 
fathoms were lost. This is one of the deepest accurate soundings 
ever made. 

Samples of water from the surface, and also from depths varying 
from two hundred to five hundred fathoms, as shown in Table IV., 
were procured. The temperature of the sea, both at the surface and 
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at those depths, was ascertained. The samples of water were odleeted 
in the usual apparatus, a metal cylinder, presently to be more partica- 
larly described, having at its bottom and top yalves opening upwards. 
By this oontriyance as water obtained from a great depth is drawn 
toward the surface, it and its included gases have liberty to ejpand, 
the excess escaping through the upper valve. If such provision were 
not made, the cylinder, no matter how strong it may be, would un- 
avoidably be burst open. It should be borne in mind that the com- 
pressibility of water is about -jrhinT ^ot esAih atmosphere of pressure it 
sustains, ajid at depths such as were here reached the pressure was 
about 1,250 pounds per square inch, or more than eighty atmospheres. 

There are certain precautions which must be attended to in the use 
of this collecting cylinder. These more particidarly refer to securing 
the perfect action of its valves. It is intended that these valves slAnild 
remain open during the entire period of the descent of the cylinder in 
the sea, and remain closed during its ascent,** except in so far as the 
upper one may be opened by the interior pressure to allow the excess 
of included water and its dissolved gases to escape. Obviously, how- 
ever, these conditions may be interfered with by a variety of acciden- 
tal causes, such as the adhesion of the valves by verdigris or other 
impurity, or by the cylinder assuming an inclined instead of a vertical 
position. 

The constitution of the water as it exists at great depths is not cor- 
rectly represented by the samples thus obtained. A considerable 
portion of the gases dissolved therein may escape, as just stated, 
under the reUef of pressure as the cylinder is drawn toward the sur- 
face, and hence examinations of such samples, as regards their gase- 
ous ingredients, are liable to be deceptive. The low temperature and 
great pressure of these deep strata, moreover, increases the solvent 
power of the water over gases, and this power is diminished as the 
cylinder is brought into the warmer strata above, and into the open 
air. Even the saline ingredients will suflfer disturbance when they are 
held in solution by gases that will thus escape. For instance, this is 
the case with carbonate of lime. No method has hitherto been prac- 
tised which furnishes a means of obtaining samples of sea-water from 
gieat depths with their true constitution undisturbed, though obvi- 
ously an apparatus might be de^dsed which would accomplish that 
purpose. 

As thus procured, the specimens of water were preserved in well- 
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corked glass bottles with sealing-wax on the cork, until submitted to 
me for examination. These samples are fifty in number, divisible 
into two groups, surface and deep ones, from each locality. In quan- 
tity they were from four to sixteen ounces. 

I have determined the specific gravities of these specimens and 
most of them are inserted in Table lY. To insure correct results 
several precautions must be taken. The difference of density between 
water collected at the surface and that from great depths is so small 
that a slight variation in temperature is sufficient to mask it com- 
pletely. Hence it is only in laboratories, where means can be used to 
provide against temperature variations and where balances of preci- 
sion can be employed, that accurate results can be obtained. It will, 
therefore, be understood that in the experiments upon which the fol- 
lowing table has been constructed such precautions have been care- 
fully attended to. It may be remarked that on board ship, where, on 
account of the motion, balances cannot be applied, the hydrometer 
must be resorted to, but any conclusions drawn from its indications 
should be accepted with much reserve. It is difficult to read its scale 
with exactness, and it is almost impossible under such circumstances 
to secure the proper temperature conditions. In some of the more 
interesting instances the variation of a slight degree in the temper- 
ature would lead to a conclusion in direct opposition to the true one. 



TABLE IV. 



Din. 


LiTinrom. 




Dtna. 


SnoTK 




8° 14' 
9 U 
10 04 
10 04 
10 48 

10 42 

11 35 
11 35 
11 39 
11 39 
11 86 
11 35 
11 06 
11 06 

18 38 
IS 38 
13 OS 
13 02 
13 06 
13 06 
13 OH 
13 08 

19 5h 
13 55 
n 13 
n 13 

n 08 
n oy 
n m 
n 09 
n 27 
n 27 

17 27 

18 11 

18 11 

19 12 

19 12 
SO 17 

20 17 
20 48 
20 48 
23 19 
23 19 
23 Itf 


17=09' 
n 09 
17 33 
17 33 
17 46 

17 46 

18 20 
18 20 
18 33 

18 33 

19 36 
19 35 
21 55 
21 55 
42 31 
42 81 
44 51 
44 51 
50 38 
50 38 
53 48 
53 48 
56 46 
56 46 
67 29 

67 29 

68 48 
fiS 48 
71 47 
71 47 
74 33 
74 33 
74 33 
76 00 

76 00 

77 54 
77 54 
SO 35 
80 35 
83 02 

83 02 

84 17 
84 17 
84 U 






" 95 


SOOfalhomg 


1026.68 


" 88 


200 fallioms 


1026.50 


" St 

MMch I 

1 

8 

8 

8 

8 


200fftihoii» 


lt)26.fi6 


Surface 

800 fathonu 

SiirfacM . 


I03«.53 
lO2fl.80 
1086.SO 

loas i< 


200f«thoIM 

Surface . 


lOSTM 
1080 98 


4 

" 10 

" 10 

" U 

" 11 


800 fathom. 

Sdrfaoe... 


lOiA.11 
lOSTSS 


soofatboma 


1081.88 
1081 19 


200 fathoms 


1081-88 


" 13 

*■ 13 

- 13 


300 fathoms 

Surface ,... 

420 fathoms 


1086.81 

1026. IS 
1026.88 


■' Ift 

April 4 


100 fathoms 


1027.03 


400 fathoms 


1086.87 


5, 


200 fathoms 


lOtifija 










surfai^::::::::::: 




7 

^ 

8 

8 


300 fathoms 

400 " 

Surface 

200 fathoms 


1037.08 
1027.16 
1026.83 
1036.83 


9 

'■ 10 

'■ 10 


20(1 fathoms 

Surface 

100 fathoms 


1026.96 
1027.56 
1027.48 
1087 08 


" 11 

■■ 13 

" 13 

'■ 13 


200 fathoms 

Surface 

100 fathoms 

200 '■ 


1027.64 
1027.16 
1027.30 
1027. IH 
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The temperatures under the sea-surface were obtained by a self- 
roistering thermometer of the form known as Six's construction. It 
had no provision to protect it from variations of pressure. Compensa- 
tion for these variations must be determined in the case of each indi- 
yidual instrument, for the amount of this error will vary with the 
varying thickness of the glass, its form, and its power of resisting 
compression. In the experiments made by Dr. MiUer on self-register- 
ing thermometers for deep sea soundings, published in the report of 
the Meteorological Committee of the Boyal Society for 1869, it is 
shown that certain unprotected thermometers submitted to a pressure 
of two and one-half tons per square inch iu a hydraulic press, though 
made with bulbs of unusual thickness, would indicate temperatures 
from 6x\® to &j\° too high, and in other experiments when the pres- 
sure was raised to three tons on the inch the error was llj^. In 
these instances, however, a part of the rise, perhaps as much as 1J°, 
was due to the heat disengaged from the water itself in the act of 
compression. In most of the subjoined observations, the depth not 
exceeding 200 fathoms, the pressure upon the thermometer was one 
quarter of a ton per square inch. 

In the apparatus used on board the Mercury, the thermometer was 
inclosed in the water-collecting cylinder. It was, as in Six's form, 
alcohoUc, the reservoir consisting of a tube about five inches long 
and one-third of an inch in diameter, made of pretty substantial glass, 
and, though the influence of pressure upon it has not yet been deter- 
mined experimentally, there is reason to suppose that at the depths 
in question the error would not exceed one or two degrees. No index 
error was found on comparing this instrument with a standard Kew. 
The water-collecting cylinder consisted of a copper tube thirteen 
inches long and one and three-quarters in diameter, weighted with a 
hollow cone of lead at its lower extremitv. The valves above and 
below were one inch in diameter. In what may be called the front 
of the cylinder there wei'e inserted strips of plate glass, through 
which the indications of the thermometer might be read without re- 
moving it from the cylinder, The glass was protected from injury by 
brass rods. 



258 



TABLE V. 

Air Temperatures bettoeen Sierra Leone and the Florida Capes. 



DATE. 



Feb 


21... 




n 


22... 




u 


I'A .. 




u 


24... 




. *< 


2.> . 




(. 


26... 




<• 


27... 




• ( 


28... 




Mar. 


1... 




t< 


2.., 




•• 


3... 




u 


4... 




n 


5... 




u 


6... 




i( 


7... 




i* 


8... 




n 


9... 




<( 


10... 




.< 


14... 




(( 


12... 




t4 


13... 







. — 


_ 



TKMPERATURE OF 


AIR AT 


Midnight. 


Noon. 


8 p.m. 


79° 


84«> 


8l«> 


79 


84 


83 


80 


83 


79 


78 


81 


79 


78 


84 


80 


t 77 


82 


76 


74 


82 


77 


74 


78 


79 


76 


80 


78 


73 


80 


78 


74 


80 


76 !. 


75 


77 


i 1 


74 


80 


76 


74 


79 


76 



79 
77 
76 

77 
81 
80 
81 




TBWPERATTRB OF AIR AT 



Midnight 


Noon. 


78«> 


81*> 


74 


79 


79 


85 


86 


87 


79 


82 


80 


86 


81 


86 


82 


84 


80 


83 


80 


81 


81 


U 


84 


84 


82 


82 


83 


84 


84 


84 


82 


84 


82 


8.") 


80 


84 



80 
80 



86 
80 



8 p JD. 

8P 

77 

85 

85 

82 

84 

83 

84 

82 

83 

87 

81 

86 

S8 

80 

82 

84 

84 

78 

78 



It will be remarked that in the foregoing table the temperatures are 
given for midnight, noon, and 8 r.M. But as the soundings were 
usually taken at other hours, more commonly at 3 p.m., I give in the 
following table the temperatures obseiTed at those hours, both at the 
surface and at the depths specified. 
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TABLE VI. 

Tenqierature of the Air, of the Sea-surf ace^ and of the water aJt various 

depths. 



DATK. 



Hour. 



tVb. 

*• 


23 

25 

2« 


\ 2 P.M. 
'^ P.M. 
3 P.M. 


•* 


27 


3 P.M. 


Marcti 


2H 

1 1 


3 P.M. 


4> 


2 

3 


3 P.M. 


it 


4 


3 P.M. 


«i 


6 


3 P.M. 


• • 

• * 
ti 

April 

•* 

4* 


10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

4 


2 P.M 
2 P.M. 
11 A.M. 
2 P.M. 
2 P.M. 


4 

5 • 

6 


3 P.M. 
3 P.M. 


• • 


6 


4 P.M. 


• ■ 


7 




*t 


i 


4 P.M. 


• » 


8 


3 P.M. 


it 


9 


4^ P.E. 
4 P.M. 


• i 

• * 


11 

13. 


*• 


13 


.'i P.M. 





] 

1 

' Lon- 
gitude. 

1 


Air. 


TEMPERATURE OP 




.atitude. 


Water 
Sur- 
face. 


Water 
at various depths. 


8^ 50" 


' 15*=- 


47' 


79^^ 


78'» 


200 fath. 


54«» 


9 15 


17 


12 


78 


79 


200 fath. 


58 


10 05 


17 


•^^^ 


76 


74 


200 fath. 


60 


10 42 


17 


46 


78 


mm 
t t 


200 fath. 


60 


11 24 


18 


09 


77 


76 


200 lath. 


53 


11 26 


\X 


20 


80 


mm 

1 i 


200 lath. 


53 


11 39 


18 


33 


82 


77 


200 fath. 


53 


11 35 


19 


33 


77 


76 


200 fath. 


53 


11 0« 


21 


55 


76 


77 


200 fath. 


52 


11 32 


29 


13 


76 


75 




• • 


12 3^ 


42 


31 


83 


76 


200 fath. 


50 


13 03 


44 


51 


84 


76 


200 fath. 


51 


13 o«; 


50 


3h 


80 


75 


200 fath. 


51 


13 08 


55 


\x 


80 


79 


400 fath. 


47 


12 55 


5(i 


46 


81 


80 


100 fath. 


62 


17 13 


()7 


29 


80 


84 


100 fath. 


70 


17 13 


(57 


29 


80 


84 ! 


400 fath. 


48 


17 08 


(i8 


48 


HA 


Hi ! 


200 fath. 


59 


17 09 


71 


47 


82 


84 


200 fath. 


62 


17 09 


71 


47 


82 


84 


500 fath. 


48 


17 27 


74 


33 


82 


84 , 


300 fath. 


54 


17 27 


74 


33 


H'l 


84 1 


400 fath. 


50 


18 11 


76 




H5 


H5 


200 fath. 


62 


19 12 


mm 
i 1 


54 


84 


85 


200 fath. 


62 


20 4« 


X3 


01 


84 


^<5 


200 fath. 


62 


23 19 


M 


17 


84 


8(; 


1(K) fath. 


71 


23 19 


x\ 


17 


S4 


1 

1 


200 fath. 


62 



For a proper appreciation of the conclusions to be drawn from these 
tables, it is necessar}' to point out the facts indicated by the soundings 
of the ship. For the sake of brevity I restrict these remarks to the 
second stage of the voyage. 
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Parting from the Afi-ican coast, 
the bed of the oceaii sinks very 
rapidly. A couple of degrees west 
of the lougihide of Cape Ywde 
the aouudings are 2,900 ^thorns. 
From that point the mean depth 
across the ocean may be estimated 
at about 2,400 fathoms, but from 
this there are two striking depar- 
turea^flrst, a depression, the 
depth of which is 3,100 fathoms, 
and second, an elevation, at wluch 
the soundings are only 1,900 — ^the 
general result of this being a wide 
and dcfp trough on the African 
side, and a narrower and shallow- 
er troogh on the American, It 
may be that this i>eculiarity is a 
result of the river distribution on 
the two contments re8pectivel_T, 
there Ijeii^, with the exception 
of the Senegal and Gambia, no 
important streams on the African 
side, whilst on the American there 
are many, and among them, pre- 
eminently, the Orinoco and the 
Amazon, these vast rivers carry- 
ing their detritus far out to sea, 
and helping to produce the con- 
figuration of the ocean-bottom in 
question. However this may l>c, 
it is doubtless thi^ough these deep 
troughs that much of the cold 
water of the North Polar current 
finds its way. 

In accordance with this, we per- 
ceive, on examining tho tempera- 
ture of the water, after the Africjin 
verge of the greater or eastern sea 
feToi\i^ \a reached, that there is » 
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not more fhan two hundred &ihom8, exceeding twenfy-fiiPB d ugi e e a 
in many cases. This decline of temperature increases as the depth 
increases, one observation giving an additional fall of four degrees at 
an additional depth of 200 fathoms. It is not, however, intended to 
affirm that the mass of cold water is restricted to these deep troi^^ 
since even in the West India seas, at similar depths, low tempeninres 
are observed, and this, though the heat of the sor&oe-water has 
become very much higher. In those seas, while the sorfaoe tempera- 
ture was 84^, the thermometer, at depths of 400 and 600 fathoms^ 
marked 48°, and these, it must be remembered, were the indieatioiis 
of an uncompensated instrument, which was bearing a pressaze of at 
least half a ton on each square inch of its sur&ce, and henoe refpater- 
ing degrees that were higher than the truth. This accords with the 
observation of Mr. Barrett, that in the deepest part of the sea, near 
Jamaica, there exists a temperature not tax above that of the freeiing 
point of fresh water. 

The foregoing diagram represents the temperatures of the air, those 
of the sur&ce of the water and at di£ferent depths, usually, however, 
at 200 fathoms, from Sierra Leone to Barbadoes, and from Bazbadoes 
to Havana. The solid line represents the temperatures of the air, the 

dotted line that of the surface of the water, the broken line that of the 
water at 200 fathoms. Here and there, as will be easily recognized, 
isolated observations at 100, 300, 400, and 500 fathoms have been 
introduced. The vertical lines indicate longitudes, the degrees of 
temperature are seen at the side. 

This diagram shows that the air line, after its oscillations near the 
African coast are over, exhibits a general rise to Barbadoes and thence 
to Havana. There is, however, a marked departure from the gradual 
character of this rise at a distance of about two-thirds of the way 
across. The surface temperatures are for the most part lower than 
the air temperatures, until the West India seas are reached, when 
they become higher. They do not exhibit that sudden rise observed 
in the air temperatures at 45^ west longitude. The line of deep-water 
temperature is, of course, lower than that of the surface all the way 
across, and exhibits the same contour in a general manner as the sur- 
face-line, rising as it comes into the Caribbean Sea. 

From Table IV. it appears that the specific graviiy of the water 
becomes greater as the location is further west. This conclusion I 
found to be confirmed by em examination of the solid residue left after 
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evaporation to dryness of different samples. 1 need not quote many 
of these confirmatory experiments. It will be understood that the 
customary care was taken in ascertaining the weight of these solid 
residues to avoid hygrometric complication and the escape of their 
more volatile ingredients. As an example, it may be mentioned that 
surface-water taken near the African coast on March 1, gave 39,600 
grammes of solid residue in 1,000 grammes of water, and another 
sample of surface-water taken on April 10, in the Caribbean Sea, 
gave 40.520 grammes in 1,000 grammes. It is probable that the con- 
centration here remarked was due to the drying effect of the north- 
east trade wind. 

The specific gravity of the surface-water is of course affected by the 
rate at which evaporation is taking place, a concentration ensuing as 
evaporation goes on, and the density becoming greater. There is, 
therefore, a tendency in such concentrated waters to leave the surface 
and pass downward, until they reach a region in which the density 
corresponds to their own. These considerations have led some per- 
sons to suppose that this descent would be continued to very great 
depths, and that this movement must sensibly affect the general 
motion taking place in the waters of the sea. If, however, we com- 
pare the density of the surface-waters in the tropical Atlantic as I 
have represented them in the foregoing tables, with the density of 
surface-water in higher latitudes, where both the air and water are 
much colder, and where evaporation is much less active, as shown, for 
instance, in latitudes between 50^ and 60° north in the cruises of Dr. 
Carpenter, we see how small the difference is. When we remember, 
also, how slight a variation of temperature, as has been already said, 
completely masks these differences arising fi'om concentration, we 
may safely conclude that the cause of disturbance may be overlooked. 
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▼ertioallineB le p ro eentlaiigit^^ 
{he hoiiBOiiial lines qpeoifio graifir 
tiee, ihe aolid tine qwoifio go t iiiw 
of {he Bcudhoe water, ihe dotted, 
fifpeoific gravity of water at two 
hundred fathoniH. On e mnp a rin g 
the two latter lines togeSiei; wb 
see that they almost ooanoide ;.Md 
again, on oompaiing this diiyia 
with that of the temperatans sad 
also with the ctosb seotion ol Ae 
Atlantio basm, a eniioiiB ressmb^ 
lance will be readify deteotedyiis^ 
that they all exhibit an devalioa 
about the meridian of 45^ wsat 
longLtude, as thonj^ the oomloiir 
of the bottom was not withoit 
influence on the phyrical state e( 
the water above it. 

The general conclusion wUdi 
may be drawn from these resnltB 
as to temperatures and specific 
gravities is, that there exists 
all over the bottom of the tropi- 
cal Atlantic and Caribbean Sea 
a stratum of cold water — coM, 
since its temperature is below SO**. 
This is the conclusion to whidi 
Dr. Carpenter has come, as re- 
spects the Atlantic in higher north 
latitudes; and in this important 
particular the cruise of the Me^ 
cury must be considered as offer- 
ing confirmatory proofe of tkfi 
correctness of the deductioiis 
dra-wTi from the cruises of the 
Lightning and Porcupine. 
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There are reasons for supposing that, so far from this water being 
stagnfimt, its whole mass has a motion toward the Equator, whilst the 
snrface-waters in their turn have a general movement in the opposite 
direction. 

As the samples of water had already been kept for some months 
before they came into my possession, though they had been confined, 
as has been said, in bottles closed by corks covered with sealing-wax, 
their gaseous ingredients must have undergone much change. I have 
already pointed out the disturbance that necessarily ensues in these 
gaseous ingredients as they are being drawn to the surface, and 
other disturbance occurs when they are brought more fully in contact 
with the air on being poured into the bottles. Interchange by diffu- 
sion then rapidly takes place, tending to make their proportions ap- 
proach those of surface-water. For these reasons I did not consider 
it necessary to make an analysis of the gases afforded by these speci- 
mens. Dr. Carpenter, from his experiments, concluded that when 
freshly drawn water is tested, the proportion of carbonic acid increases 
as the stratum of water is from deeper sources. 

I made some examination of the organic matter contained in these 
waters, both by incinerating the soUd residue and by the permanga- 
nate test. It has been customary to divide such organic ingredients 
into two groups, the decomposed and decomposable, in investigations 
respecting the sustenance of animal life at great ocean depths. To 
estimate the relative proportion of these groups, a sample of the water 
is divided into two parts— one is acidified, and then to both an excess 
of a standard solution of permanganate of potassa is added. After 
three hours, iodide of potassium and starch are introduced to check 
farther reaction, and the excess of permanganate in each sample is 
then estimated by a standard solution of hyposulphite of soda. From 
the portion to which free acid was added the decomposed and easily 
decomposable organic matter can be estimated, and from the other 
the decomposed alone. I resorted to this method of examination in 
several instances, but was discouraged from prosecuting it, for such 
reason^ as have already been stated in the foregoing case of the gase- 
ous constituents. It needed no special proof that organic matter was 
present in every one of these samples, for the clearest of them con- 
tained shredy and flocculent material, some of them quantities of sea- 
weed in various stages of decomposition. With these vegetable sub- 
stances were the remains of minute marine animals. As bearing upon 
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this Bobjeot, I found, on moinentmg the BoHd reridne of s ssni]^ of 
water taken bom tvo hundred {ftthoma, ibat the argaiiic and Tolalila 
material vas not leas than eleven peroent. of the vhole. Though ^ 
quantity of oi^^anio sabstanoe diminished as Hie stratimt Tinder exMst 
nation was deeper, there sttU remained a Tisnile unoniit iu the vstai 
of four hnndred or five hundred fothoms. It is prahnhle, therefoi^ 
that even at the bottom of the ocean such organio substanoe idi/< 
exist, not only in solntion affording nutriment to amuals inhabiting 
those dark abysses, as Professor Wyville Thomson has saggxAed, 
but also iu the solid state, ^ants of oonise oaunoi grow tbei^ 
account of the absence of light. 

In order to determine whether any hitherto unknown elemental 
' isted in these waters, I subjected the solid residne to examiiialH 
with the spectroscope, volatilizing the snbstanoes by the aid of a voki 
current and induction coiL A careful examination did not reveal ill . 
presence of any spectral lines, other than those belmgiDg to the vt|<l 
known elementary substances iu sea-water. 

The specimens of the bottom, obtained by attaohing to tlie aoishI-i 
ing-line qoiUe or wooden tubes, I have transmitted to Dr. Carpe 
who has kindly consented to examine them. 

In & letter dated AugustlO, 1871, recently received, ho says : "Ab 
far AS I can see, they conBist of the ordinary Atlantic nind, chalk in 
prucestj of formation, with the ordinary types of deep-soa foramini- 
fera." The chemical composition of this mud, according to Hr. 
Forbes, as taken from soundings at 1,443 fathoms iu the North 
Atlantic, is : 

Carbonate of lime 50.12 

Alumina (soluble iu acids) 1.33 

Sesquioxide of iron (soluble in acids) 2.17 

Silica (in a soluble condition) 5.04 

Fine insoluble gritty sand (rock debris) 26.77 

Water 2.90 

Organic matter 4*19 

Chloride of sodium and other soluble salts 7.48 

100.00 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENBT DBAPEB, M.IX 
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School-ship Mercury, 

New York, April 29, 1871. 

Sir. — I would respectfully submit to your Honorable Board the fol- 
lowing report of all reliable deep-sea soundings made from this ship 
during her late practice cruise, together with a description of the 
manner in which they were made. The soundings were taken within 
the parallels of eleven and thirteen north latitude, from the coast of 
Africa, in the vicinity of Sierra Leone, to the Island of Barbadoes, 
W. I., through the Caribbean Sea to the west end of Cuba. The 
instrument used was a detaching apparatus, invented by the late 
Lieutenant J. M. Brooke, U. S. N., and supplied to this ship through 
the kindness of Commodore James Alden, Chief of the Bureau of 
Navigation, Navy Department, Washington. I found it worked ad- 
mirably, never failing to bring up specimens of the bottom, except 
when coming in contact with rocky bottom. The quills inserted in 
the cell or holder, preserve the specimens in better condition for micro- 
scopic examination than the ordinary " arming " of soap or tallow 
would bring up. 

Two spherical shot, weighing thirty-two pounds each, were used at 
every cast as a sinker, the sounding-line made of cotton, one-seventh 
of an inch in diameter, capable of sustaining one hundred and sixty 
pounds in the air ; the cord carefuUy waxed to overcome, as much as 
possible, the resistfimce of the line from friction of the water. All 
soundings were made from a boat, as repeated trials satisfied me that 
no reliance could be placed on those made from the ship, on account 
of the difl&culty of keeping the vessel in position and the line " up and 
down." A boat, fitted expressly for the purpose, with a reel holding 
four thousand fathoms, working on friction roUers, the line passing 
over the bow through a leader, thus enabling the boat, with the aid 
of oars, to be kept in position and the line perpendicular on the shot, 
thus determining to a certainty when the sinker reached the bottom. 

Temperature and specimens of sea-water at various depths were 
obtained by a self-registering metallic thermometer carefully adjusted ; 
all specimens secured have been carefully preserved, and now await 
your order. All soundings were made under my immediate super- 
vision, and the position of the ship at the time of sounding carefully 
noted, for which I respectfully refer you to the accompanying table. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. GIBAUD, Captain. 
Isaac Bsll, Esq., President, etc 
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Industrial School, Hart's Island, 

December 31, 1871. 

Honorable Botird of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

TLEMEN. — In accordance with the annual requirements of your 
Joard, the Report of this Institution, for the year 1871, is here- 
5si)ectfully submitted : 

?able A will show you, 818 boys have been admitted to this 
tion during the year, of whom 

694 boys were committed for the 1st time, 

98 " " " " 2d 

21 " ^' " " 3d 

5 " " " " 4th " 

same table shows you the number of discharges, trfimsfers 
ool-ship Mercury and elswhere, elopements and deaths. 

will find the age of boys admitted specified in Table B. Table 
ws their color, nativity, and qualifications;, and Table D the 
of their commitment. 

e January 3, 1871, the school proper has been in charge of two 
3achers — Miss Margt. M. Adamson and Miss Fannie H. Dudley, 
ter of whom resigned on the 9th inst. 

yoii will see by appendix to Table A the average number per 

boys attending school is 77, for the year. School-hours are, 

week-day, except Saturday, from 8.30 o'clock a.m. to 2.30 

i P.M., with one hour's intermission for dinner. On account of 

^lar vacation the school has been closed from August 10th to 
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September Hdth, which eiplanis the small aTerage number of bojB 
attending school duzing August and September. 

The boys who have been working outside were employed in muk 
light manual labor as they could easily perform, and which, at the 
same time, has been of a Yisible benefit to tiieir health, and produo^ 
tive of much good in general 

The Boys' Hospital of this Institution has "been in chazge d Dr. 
Patrick McShane up to April ISth, when your Hon. Board appolnled 
Dr. Heniy E. Dubois, as surgeon of the Industrial Schod, in his 
place, who has been unremitting in his attention to his duties. 

Table E shows the number of boys admitted to and discharged from 
hospital, as also the number of days spent therein during the year. 
The general health of our inmates (boys as well as adults) has been 
all that can be desired throughout the year, and we Imive been en- 
tirely free from any contagious disease ; 4 deaths only ooooixed ; two 
boys died, the one March 30th, the other April 10th, of oongesticm of 
the brain ; a third one was brought over from School-ship HeKcmy 
July 26th, and died within 24 hours after admission of peritonitis, and 
the last, a colored boy, who has been an inmate oyer 6 months, Sed 
suddenly of epilepsy, September 23. From the 20th inst. up to date 
no patients have been in the hospital, a fact which accounts favor- 
ably for the sanitary condition of this institution. 

As per Table F 1,007 men, and 305 women have been transferred 
from the Work-house to this institution to do the necessary work. 
The men were, and are still, employed in building a good and 
substantial sea-wall on the northern and eastern shore of the island, 
and one around the ice-pond ; also in filling up and repairing cause- 
way to the new dock ; digging trenches in the cemetery ; reclaiming 
and cultivating ground hitherto imimproved ; sowing and harvesting 
the crop, and rendering such general assistance as might be required. 
The amount of the crop is specified in Table G, and you will perceive 
that it surpasses the quantity of last year a good deal, so far as vege- 
tables are concerned. Several of the buildings of this institution, as 
also two buildings at the south-end, have been newly roofed with 
plastic slate, in all 21,616 square feet, at a cost of not quite 3| cents 
per square foot, exclusive of labor ; all of which has been done by our 
inmates. 

Tailors and shoemakers have been occupied throughout the year in 
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repaiiiiig boys' and mens' clothing, fimd shoes. Carpenters and other 
mechanics have been constantly employed at their respective trades. 

Bey. Father Dnranquet, of the Roman CathoUc, and Rev. M. Wil- 
letts, of the Protestant Church, attended to the spiritual welfare of our 
inmates, and for their untiring efforts in this good cause my sincere 
acknowledgments are due them. 

Our national holidays, 4th July, Thanksgiving day, and Christmas, 
have been duly celebrated, and old and young were made happy and 
thankful by the good things the kindness of your Hon. Board has pro- 
vided for them. 

Table H is the yearly per capita statement of the monthly and 
daily cost of provisions, clothing and bedding, medicines, etc. Every 
effort has been made to reduce the expenses to a rate as low as pos- 
sible, compatible with the bodily welfare of our inmates. 

I also inclose inventory of stock on hand up to date ; and invento- 
ries of books, stationery, etc., in school ; and of drugs, medicines, and 
medical stores on hand. 

Before concluding, I would mention that in place of Miss S. McGinn 
your Hon. Board, on May 24th, appointed Mrs. Martha E. Moore pL& 
matron of this institution, who performs her duties satisfactorily, as 
also did all the other officers of this place. 

The frequent visits of the members of your Hon. Board have been 
of great benefit to this institution. Will you please accept my best 
thanks for the kindness shown to me at all times. 

I remain, gentlemen. 

Very respectfully, 

LAURENCE DUNPHY, 

Warden. 
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Appendix to Table A. 



Showing the daily average number of Boys attending School^ worTcing 
outside and being under medical treatment, during the year 1871. 



MONTH. 



Janoary 

February , 

March , 

April , 

May 

Jone 

July 

Angost 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Daily average 

■ 



Number 

attending 

school. 



103 

100 

114 

112 

8t 

91 

95 

22 

20 

60 

79 

47 



930 



Number 
working 
outside. 



24 
39 
49 
55 
49 
28 
32 
102 
119 
34 
20 
10 



561 



Under 

medical 

treatment 



9 
9 
9 

12 

10 

11 

14 

11 

9 

8 

6 

2 



110 




TOTAL. 



136 

148 
172 
179 
146 
130 
141 
135 
148 
102 
105 
59 



1,601 
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TABLE C. 

the color, nativity, and qvalijicaiions of boys admitted during 

the year 1871. 





COUNL 


li 




* 
• 




QUALinCATIOMS 






rATITlTY 


u 


Month. 




Colored. 


Total 


t 

d 
2 


• 

e 

1 

o 


Total. 


Not able to 
read. 


Able to read 
only. 


Able to read 
and write. 


Total 


Jannarj 


56 


• • 


56 


46 


10 


56 


9 


11 


86 


56 


Febraary 


56 


• • 


56 


47 


9 


56 


13 


10 


33 


56 


March 


66 


2 


68 


58 


10 


68 


20 


6 


42 


68 


April 


63 


5 


68 


65 
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68 


13 


7 


48 


68 


May 


79 
86 


6 
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85 
90 


77 
71 


8 
19 


85 
90 


21 
22 


11 
11 


53 
57 


85 


«w^ 

June 


90 


July 


91 
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93 


80 


13 


93 


25 


5 


63 


93 


Angiist 
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78 


23 


101 


25 


6 


70 


101 


September 


48 


3 


51 


41 


10 


51 


13 


4 


34 


51 


October 


46 
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47 


42 


5 


47 


11 


3 


33 


47 


NoTember 


52 


2 


54 


44 


10 


54 


18 


1 


35 


54 


December 


44 


5 


49 


40 


9 


49 


12 


5 


32 


49 


Total 


787 


31 


818 


689 


129 


818 


202 


80 


536 


818 
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IDIOT SCHOOL. 



Idiot School, Randall's Island, 

January 1, 1872. 

To the Honorable Board of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction: 

Gentlemen. — ^I respectfully present to you my Annual Report of the 
Idiot School for the year 1871. Since the date of my preceding one 
great improvement has been noticeable in the children, attributable 
in a lai^e degree to the example which the older or more advanced 
scholars present. Many children who have but lately been admitted 
to the school quickly realize the duties we wish them to perform, so 
that the task of instructing them has become a pleasure. 

The number who at present attend the school is 115, an increase 
from last year of 15 pupils ; of this number there were many whose 
articulation, when admitted, was very imperfect, are now, I am happy 
to state, so much improved that they can converse readily, and indi- 
cate their meaning without difficulty. 

Among many of the children their improvement is so easily dis- 
cerned that their parents and friends notice it as soon as they enter 
the school, and seem surprised when their children, who a few months 
previous were devoid of any reasoning powers, converse with them 
on the events of their new life, and in detail explain to them the 
workings of the school, and their occupations during school hours. 

It would be difficult to present the condition of all the children who 
have made marked improvement, and I will, therefore, refrain from 
mentioning any except those who it would be improper to pass by 
without explaining to your Hon. Board their present, compared with 
their past condition. The first case which I shedl present is a girl of 
16 years of age ; she was admitted to the institution some 18 months 
ago, and though not entirely helpless, was still so deficient in many 
things that the greatest care had to be exercised to develope her mind. 



After montihs of nistraotion I at lengtli had the pleasnxe of findmg 
that mj efforts were rewarded with suoceBs. This gizl can now nad 
diatinctlj as well as correctly, write well, and can peilonn suns in 
addition, subtraction, and mxilti{>lication, and can sew and mend her 
clothing, and has become so tidy in her habits that I have given her 
charge of one of the dormitories, which she keeps scmpnkmaljr deta 

Another case is that of a little boy about ten years old, whose im- 
provement has been so remarkable that it is necessary that I shodd 
particularly mention him. When admitted he was very deficieni^ and 
though he had an intellectual face he was completely idiotio. At 
home every method known by his parents was tried to improve him, 
but every new trial proved unsuccessfuL When he was broi^^ to 
our institution, as I have since learned, it was not with any h^ cf 
successful treatment, but simply of placing him in an asyimn where 
special care was taken of children of his dass, and his improvenNnt 
has become so great that it is the intention of his mother to withdraw 
him from this school and send him to one of the pubMosohoola 

The instruction which the pupils acquire in the schoolroom » not 
sufficient to enable them to be of service to themselves or relalms. 
Many of the large girls who read, write and sew, I find to be totaDy 
ignorant of domestic afiairs, and for this reason, as opportunity 
offered, I have placed them in different sections of the house to per- 
form some manner of work. 

In the different dormitories the labor which was previously per- 
formed by the Work-house help is now done by the girls of the 
school. 

This change I think beneficial to them in many respects. Another 
change which I thought necessary was to separate the large from the 
smaller children, over whom were placed respectable and careful 
attendants, and though the plan is but in its infancy I find that it 
works admirably. 

Previous to the present year the school session lasted but three 
hours in the morning, but experience made it advisable to hold an 
afternoon session of two hours, which, I think, adds much to the im- 
provement of all the children. 

Very respectfully, 

MAET C. DUNPHT. 



CITY PRISON 



Office of the Warden of City Prisons, 

Halls of Justice, 
New York, January 1, 1872. 

To the BonoraNe the Board of Commissioners 

of Public Charities and Correction: 

Gentlemen. — I respectfully submit the following report of this 
Institution for the year 1871. 

There were fifty-one thousand four hundred and sixty-six (51,466) 
prisoners committed to the City Prisons during the past year, being 
an increase of two thousand and forty-three (2,043) over the number 
received during the year 1870. 

I present the usual tabular statement of the number, crime, age, 
etc., etc., of all the prisoners who were committed to the City 
Prisons during the past year. 

Table " A " shows the number remaining in prison January 1st, 
1871, the number received during the year, number discharged, sent 
to Blackwell's Island by the Courts, the number transferred to Blacl^- 
well's Island by the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correc- 
tion, the number sent to State Prison, and the number remaining in 
prison December 31st, 1871. 

Table " B " shows the nativity, social relations, habits of life and 
d^ree of education of all prisoners who were committed. 

Table " C " shows^the crimes committed by the prisoners who were 
committed at the First District Prison. 

Table " D " shows the crimes committed by the prisoners who were 
discharged and sent to Blackwell's Island from the Second District 
Prison. 



Table **£" ahowB {he orimes oonumtted 1)j the prison 
discharged or sent to Blaokwell's Idand from the Tlmd DWifat 
Prieon. 

• * 

Table '^F'* shows the oriiiieB eominitled bjthe piriaoiien ivlio 
disohaiged or sent to Blaokwell's Idand from Oe Fourfii Di 

Prison.' 

Table '' G" shows the crimes committed by the pnKmen w4io 
disohaxged or sent to Blaokwell's Island from the Kllli Dtakiot 
Prison. 

Table ^'H" shows the nativity of the prisoners ^o weire f i fimwriMiJ 
to City Prisons dnring the year. v 

Table ''I" shows the ages of prisoner who were committed to 
Oify Prisons doling the year. 

I also amiex a statement showing the daily cost of each inmalBi 
for provisionsy clothing and bedding, salaries, Itqaors and dmgfi^ bd 
and miscellaneons articles, for the year 1871, as well aa the totd 
monthly cost of the same. 

During the past year the City Prison has been kept as clean and m 
as good order as possible ; but the same objections mentioned in my 
last Annual Beport as regards to size, unhealthy location, and want 
of proper sewerage, &c. &c., still exist, and I would again b^ leave to 
call the attention of your Honorable Board to it. 

In consequence of the building formerly occupied by females at 
Second District Prison having been torn down, there is not sufficiett 
accommodation for the prisoners at that prison ; but as a new Court 
House and prison are going to be built there, I suppose it will shortly 
be remedied. 

The Third District Prison is in good order, with the exception of a 
deficiency in the supply of Croton water. I would respectfully sug- 
gest to your Honorable Board that a water tank be placed at the top 
of the prison, similar to the one now in use at City Prison — ^it would 
fill at night when the supply of water is greater, or it could easily be 
filled with a small force pump — ^this would give a sufficient supply of 
water to all the cells in the prison. 

The Fourth District Prison is in good order. 
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The Fifth District Prison is poorly ventilated, but as a new Court 
House and Prison are being bnilt I suppose it will be unnecessary to 
make any repairs at the old prison. 

I am happy to state that all the prisons have been exempt during 
the past year from edl epidemic and pestilential diseases, and the 
general health of the inmates has been as satisfactory as under the 
circumstances could have been expected. There were only twenty- 
three (23) deaths during the year. 

I return my sincere thanks to the individual members of your Hon- 
orable Board for the kind and courteous manner in which I have 
always been treated by them, and for the promptness with which a3l 
the requirments of this Institution have been supphed. 

I remain, 

Yours very respectfully, 

JNO. STACOM, 

Warden City Prisons. 
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TABLE 0. 



KIRST DISTRICT PRISON. 



FOB WHAT OFRNCK COMMITTBD. 



Abandoimieiit 

Abdncllon 

Anon 

AMftvU 

AMftvlt and battery 

AmuiU and battery, felonious 

Attempt to commit burglary 

Attempt to commit grand larceny 

Baatardy 

Vgamy 

Boiglmry 

CmiapiFacy 

Contempt of conrt 

Delirinm tremens 

Disorderly boys and girls. 

Disorderly conduct 

Embesdement 

Ebe^ied convicts 

Fdony 

Felonious assault 

• 
Forgery 

Fugitires from justice 

Gambling 

Grand larceny 

Homicide 

nilgai TOting 

Indecent assault 




Ill 

2 

2 

54 

1,746 

258 
16 
27 
26 
11 

327 

10 

5 

14 

140 
3,679 
67 



Female. 



6 

278 

11 

• • • • 

19 



Total. 



28 
4,159 



111 

2 

2 

60 

2,024 

269 

16 

46 

26 

12 

328 

10 

5 

14 

168 

8,837 

67 



7 


3 


10 


76 


17 


93 


11 


2 


13 


55 


2 


57 


4 


• • • • 


4 


65 


• • • • 


65 


853 


290 


1,143 


52 


3 


55 


4 


• • • • 


4 


12 


• • • • 


12 



Hate. Female. ToUL 



[ndecent expoaare of person 

Insuiltjr 

latozidation. 

Jurenite delinquency. . , 

Keeping disorderly boiue 

Ltroeaj from the person 

MslicionB niichler 

Hajbem 

itiadeineftnor. 

lining goods by felae pretences. 

Petit iarcen}- 

Receiving stolen goods 

Robbery 

Seduction 

Vagrancy 

Violation of corporation ordinances 

Total 



IT^IS 13,ST9 S1,4S1 
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TABLE D. 

SECOND DISTRICT PRISON. 



FOB WHAT OFFENCE OOMMnTBD. 

idonment 

alt and battery 

alt and battery, felonious 

n 

rl*iT 

irdy 

piracy 

rderly conduct 

ezzlement 

ay 

d larceny 

icide 

lity 

dcation 

nile delinquency 

emeanor 

.ining goods by false pretences 

larceny 

iTing stolen goods 

lery 

i 

•ancy 

TotRl 



Males. 


Females. 


29 


• • 


207 


59 


60 


18 


5 


• • 


35 


• • 


13 


• • 


3 


• • 


2,267 


1,386 


12 


■ • 


30 


8 


88 


45 


9 


• • 


16 


4 


2,95U 


1,105 


111 


31 


137 


57 


21 


• • 


122 


43 


10 


• • 


17 


• • 




• • 


280 


183 


6,414 


2,939 



Total 

29 

266 

78 

5 

35 

13 

3 

3,643 

12 

38 

133 

9 

20 

4,055 

142 

194 

21 

165 

10 

17 

3 

463 



9,353 



TABLES. 

THIRD DDTBIOr FBBOH: 



lOR WHAT OfffftWJI OCmiOTTBDi 



Abftpdonmant. 



Abduction, 



Anon 

Aaiaalt and battery. ... 

AflMiilt and batterjy felonioiia. 

Bastardj 

Burglary 

Disorderly eonduot 

Embeslement 



Felony 

Forgery 

Grand larceny 
Homicide 



Insanity . . . 
Intoxication 



Keeping disorderly house 

Mayhem 

Misdemeanor 



Obtaining goods by false pretences. 

Petit larceny 

Perjury 

Rape 

Receiving stolen goods , 

Robbery , 

Seduction 



Vagrancy 

Violation of Corporation Ordinances 



Total. 



S 
S 



17 

IS 

6 
9 

% 
46 

1 
1 

1,946 

15 

1 

133 

2 

117 

1 

2 

6 
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1 

17 

98 
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17 



513 
21 

• • 

22 

• • 

39 



12 



Mi 



5,050 I 1,668 
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2,4S9 

36 
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156 

S 

156 
1 
2 

7 
7 
1 

29 
98 



6,718 
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TABLE F. 

FOURTH DISTRICT PRISON. 



FOR WHAT OFFBXCB COMMITTED. 



Anauit and battery 

ABsault and battery, felonious 
Abandonment 



Arson 



Bastardy 

Bigamy 

Burglary 

Disorderly conduct. 
Embezzlement 



Felony 

Forgery 

Grand larceny 
Intoxication . . 



Juvenile delinquency. . . 
Keeping disorderly house, 
Misdemeanor , 



Obtaining goods by false pretenceH. 

Perjury 

Petit larcenv , 



Rape 

Receiving stolen goods. 
Robbery 



S^^luction. 



Vagrancy 

Violation of corporation ordinances 

Total 




185 

42 

18 

2 

14 

I • • • 

9 

948 

4 

3 

2 

48 

853 

9 

I • • • 

41 
5 
1 

48 
7 
1 
8 
1 
62 
70 



31 



1 



139 



6 
372 

I • ■ • 

1 
2 



10 




216 

43 

18 
2 

14 
1 
9 
1,087 
4 
4 
2 

54 

1,225 

9 

1 

43 
5 
1 

58 
7 
2 
8 
1 
117 

72 

3,003 




TABLE G. 

FIFTH DISTRICT PKISON. 



lODment 

t and bfttterj 

It and battery, relooiona . . 

ry 

lerl; caoduct 

element 

ay 

Grand larceaj 

Homicide 

Intoxication 

ICtademaanor 

Petit Urceny 

Ekpe 

Bobbery 

Vagrancy 

Total 



I 
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TABLE H, 

Nativity of Prisoners committal during the year 1871. 



NATIVITY. 


Males. 


Females. 


TotaL 


Ireland 


13,798 

11,773 

3,767 

1,165 

320 

245 

215 

198 

83 

84 

79 

71 

73 

57 

3? 

35 

41 

39 

20 

19 

9 

1 


11,855 

4,799 

1,310 

740 

231 

133 

56 

150 

6 

1 

2 

10 

• • 

3 
21 
10 
3 
3 
2 

• • 

• • 

7 


25,653 


United States 


16,572 
5,077 


Germany t r , , . . 


Bnarland 


1,905 


Scotland 


551 


Canada 


378 


ProBsia 


271 


France 


348 


Italy 


89 


•^"■^ •" ••..• ••..x.^.a.. 

Rnmia 


85 


Sweden 


81 


Switierland 


81 


West Indies 


73 


Spain 


60 


Norway 


53 


Denmark 

Wales 


45 
44 


Austria 


42 


China 


22 


Sooth America 


19 


Mexico 


9 


Cnba 


8 








32.124 


19,342 


51,466 
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3,84 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, CITY PRISONS. 



FIKST DISTKICT PKISON. 

City Prison, January 1, 1872. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Board of Coynmissioners of 

PnUic Charitiea and Correction : 

Sir. — I most respectfully submit the following as the report of the 
Mtnlieal Department of the City Prison for the year ending December 
31st, 1871. During the year fifty-cme thousand four hundred and 
sixty-six (51,466) persons were received in the priscm, of which num- 
ber eight hundred and forty (840) were charged with insanity. On 
examination tliree hundred and thirteen (313) were found to be insane. 
Fifty (50) were sent to the Asylum for Emigrants, and the remainder, 
two hundred and fifty-nine- (259) were committed to the asylum on 
Blackwell's Island. 

There were twenty-three (23) deaths in the prison during the year, 
all of which were Coroner's inquests. 

Very respectfully, 

WILLIAM T. NEALIS, 

Physician of City Prison. 




Bob. luic Bu« 

Pftmiait Board if Commumtmen y 

P^'tr Chtmtux amd Comttim : 
9n. — Ih«n Aebonor to «abtuit the foDowmg report of &al[f£- I 
ll VtpKtnemt al fiw Seeood Disttict Pmoo fur tibei 
■e(iaa)«rnafe.l8TL 

Hmw Iub b o BB SBOBg flw priflODeni ooe birth — at fall term — lod 
Two ai tte latter weT« from he«rt disease, and ana 
; aS oeBurring s tew hoais after admission. 



flut portion Df the |Hisoa boildiiig Cormeih 
ceeapied hy leoule priaonere, the sanitary disadvantages resohiiic 
from th« leM amotint of room for the ten day prisoners hsve t-wn 
nearly orercome by frequently cJeanaiDg uid wLifaawaahiikg the oniL 
and hallH, the careful ose of disiiifecisiits, and the freqnoit <^»iigh^ 
of thitf clam of prisoners from one cell to another. 

My thanks are doe to the officers of the prison for the kind assst- 
ance which they have rendered me in the dischai^ of my dnties, and 
for their careful attention to the comforts of the sick and woonded 
priifoners. 

Bespectfnlly submitted, 

N. 8. WE8TCOTT, M. D., 

Physician Second Diatrid Prison. 



•Mm 

JSIv 



THEBD DBSCBICT PBISOJI. 

N£w YoiU£» J auuitfv I, 187^ 
Httil IfiAAi: Bell* 

9ql — 2^tiisB «!k»& of tin) vtMT lUn. I wottld mob( r««b{Mc(hd^ nwiod 
tfaft milowini^ Bepiirt: 

I cake^ piea«xie in tsOKtuuBp tiiac durii^c ^ ^>iior( tioit^ I htikve Ih;%»4 
in. jctemlance jx dii» place/ L hnkvo m>fi lubd 4>;cafe>LOu to dud taull 
witii die sftnitxuy «x)niiitiun or ^ut>raL rt^(ulauou oi tih^ F^isou» 
evefT tiling Iiaving been eniineniiy ^MMsO^Uxy oi^ita Jkn^ tiH> MeUiciU 
DEpsranenr i» (^inceasetL 

I wouLcL buwever. r^oggiefest tbiU ruuch U»n«)tit lui^t; lx» d«M:i»jU £r^>iii 
A mine lunpie imppiy of waiter, ti«!>{>%H;iidlv duriii^ tii«) >%arm wt^ttthtor. 

ShispectifuIlY, 



POTJBTH DlSnUOr PRISON. 

New Tobk, January 5, 1873. 

<n. Isaac Bexi,, 

Prevident Board of Commissioners of 

P'cUic Chnii'fies and Correction : 

Jib. — Tte following is the Medical Report of the FouartJi TMsti 
son (57th Street), for the year ending December 31, 1871 : 

Nune or Dlwrnw. Xo-ofCla 

Delirium tremens '. 3 

Oranolar Htls 1 

Incipient delirium tremens 13 

Incised wounds 14 

Ghemnatism 3 

Tonsillitis 2 



Total. 



Beepectfolly submitted, 

D. W. SEARLE, M.D.,- 

Physician Fourth District Prison- 



WORK-HOUSE. 



Office of the Work-house, 
Black>vell's Island, December 31, 1871. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President of Board of Commissioners of 

PuUic Charities and Correction : 

Sir. — In accordance with the annual requirements of your Honor- 
able Body the Superintendent of the Work-house presents his Report 
for the year 1871. 

The annexed tables (compiled from the records of the department) 
fuUy detail the transactions of the year. 

Our average number of inmates during the year past has been 
62 ^ , being 99f:J^ more than pre^dous year. 

The mechanics, such as carpenters, tailors, shoemakers, blacksmiths, 
tinsmiths, horse-shoers, and painters have done good service for vari- 
ous institutions as well as for the Work-house proper. 

The females have been diligently employed in making a large 
amount of clothing for various institutions as well as for the Work- 
house department. 

The institution is in a very healthy state, free from any contagious 
disease, and in excellent condition. The Superintendent invites in- 
spection at any and all times. 

Mr. Henry A. Perry assumed the clerkship in the beginning of May, 
1871, and has discharged all the duties appertaining to his depait- 
ment with faithful devotion to the best interest of the institution. 



lers, keepers, and matrons attached to the depart 
led all the duties assigned them with diligence 

\^.j respectfully tender my sincere thanlcs to the Board of I 
jioners for their kindness towards mo during the ya&r just el 
in conclusion, would respectfully' say that I will endesi 
Jieir good will. 

Very respectfully, yours truly, 
-^^ J. KEEN, 

^^1 Superiiite 

HIBIT A. — Statement showing the numher of inmates in ^ 

na«. ic. 31, 1870 ; number received during the year 1871 ; 

loped from this and other institutions ; number that 

department and other institutions ; numWr remainii 

cember 31, 1871 ; niunber transferred to other instita 

t, etc.; number remain ig in Work-house Dec. 31, 

ilXHiiirf B.— Shows the monthly and daily cost of each inmnt 
provisions, clothing and bedding ; salaries, fuel, liquors and medi 
ajid miscellaneous avticlea in Work-house, 1871, as well as the 
monthly cost of the same. 

Exhibit O.^Shows the number of days' work performed bj 
mates of the Work-house transferred to the various institutions 
1871, as help, inmates, and patients. 

Exhibit D. — Statement showing the number of inmates of 
Work-house eloped from the various institutions during the year 1 

Exhibit E. — Statement of admissions and discharges for the 
ending Dec. 31, 1871. 

Exhibit F.— Statement of elopements and deaths for the year 
ing December 31, 1811. 

Exhibit G. — Statement of all males and females under 20 ye^ 
age ; all those between 20 and 25 years of age that were comE 
during the year ending December 31, 1871 ; also the total amoi 
population and the monthly average ; nomber of inmates in 
Janaaty 1st, and admitted during the year 1671. j 
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EXHIBIT A. 

Showing the number of Work-house inmates received^ discharged^ doped, 
died, trans/erred, and remaining on Work-house Register during the 
year ending December 31, 1871. 



Number remaining on Work-house Register, 



December 31, 1870 



Number received during the year 



Total 



Number discharged during the year 



Number eloped from this and other institutions . . 
Number died at this and other institutions • . . . 



Males. 



610 



8,547 



9,167 



8,000 
258 



78 



Total 



Number remaining on Register December 31, 



1871 



Number transferred to other institutions to work, 



sick, etc 



Number remaining in Work-house December 
31, 1871 



Females. 



837 
11,888 



12,725 



11,027 
264 



32 




Total. 



1,447 
20,435 



21,882 



19,027 
522 
110 



I 



i 
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EXHIBIT F. 

ifemeni of elopements mid deaths in this and other Institutions for the 
year ending December 31, 1871. 
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53 
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EXHIBIT G. 

Statement ahowing nurrAer (f inmates, January 1, 1871, admissions dw- 
ing the year 1871, also number of those under 20 years and bettnxn 99 
and 25 years of age committed during tfie year ending December 31, 
1871, logetJier vnth the total amount q/' population and monthly average 



Mules. FemKlcB. 



Totsl 



Numlicr of iumatcs, Juiuaiy 1, 187t 

" admitted during 1S7I 

" " " ■' Huder 20 jrears. 

Number of iam&teB admitted during 1871 be- 
tween SO and 25 jieara of age 



208 

1 1.885 

513 



ATEBAOE MONTHLT POPDIATION. 



JaDUM7 . . ■ 

Pebruary . , 

May 

July 

August 

September . 
October . . . 
November . . 
Pecember . 



679 
775 
702 



1,162 
1,290 



TotaL 
1.363 
1,186 
1,576 
1,568 
1,051 
1.B93 
1,0U 
2,U2 
2,Oi3 
1,834 
1,366 
1,570 



4341 

68A 
50« 



9,435 
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NEW YORK PENITENTIARY 



KEPORT OF THE WARDEN. 

Warden's Office, New York PENiTENnART, B. I.^ 
New York, January 1, 1872. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

PreaidefU of Board of Commissioners of 

PiMic Charities and Correction: 

Sir. — ^I beg leave to present to your Honorable Board the Annual 
Beport of the New York Penitentiary for the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1871. 

A reyiew of the course of the 

"dailt census" 



K. T. Pbhriitxaxt, B. I., 1871. 



January . . 
Febmary. 
March . . . 
April. . . . 

May 

June 

July 

August . . , 
September 
October. . . 
November 
December 



■ 

t 



544 
656 
543 
529 
545 
542 
553 
550 
558 
525 
482 
496 



105 

100 

84 

79 

90 

98 

109 

108 

93 

89 

79 

76 



647 
648 
626 
606 
634 
633 
659 
646 
651 
614 
561 
572 



512 
534 
512 
508 
512 
515 
517 
521 
514 
471 
454 
449 



95 
81 
75 
70 
73 
84 
97 
81 
83 
75 
65 
70 



613 
618 
590 
580 
586 
601 
620 
624 
602 
546 
521 
519 



shows that the total number of convicts imprisoned on any one day 
during the year to have been the greatest in July — the female popu- 
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lation having reached its highest figure in the same numih — while flik 
of the males did not attain its TnaTimiim nntQ Seplembeir ; the wUi 
population then gradually decreased untQ December, ivliaii it kil 
sunk to its lowest point ; it then b^pan to inorease, and tlie jm 
closed with a rising census, leaving 493 males and 76 *»"»»^^ amoint- 
ing to a total of 5684>risoners remaining on hand, being a deoieaae of 
57 since December 31, 1870. • 

The general statistics for the year will be found in the rmm 
tables annexed to this report 

The cost for the maintenance of the Penitentiary for the year m 
$85,621 18, being at the rate of 38 cents and 7 nuUs per diem far eaek 
inmate, on a daily average number of 603 prisoners during the year, 
being a reduction of the per capita expense from that exhibited a 
several years. The balance sheet marked " Table 2,** ahowB the red 
net expenses to have been $78,435 82. 



While judicious economy was used throu^out the year, tiie 
fort of the prisoners was not n^ected, nor the interest of the depot- 
meut overlooked ; and although, after the development of the ^"«*^ 
embarrassments of the city and coimty a stricter economy was ea- 

joined by your Honorable Commission, still the actual need of any- 
thing was not felt. 

The nnnibt^r of convicts escaped during the year was twenty-eight 
men, of wh<^ni five (^lopod from tlie Small-pox Hospital, whither 
they luid been transfevnHl for medicaL treatment ; five escaped from 
the gan<^ on Ward's Island, and five from that on Handall's Island, 
three from tlie boat, five* from the kitchen, bread-room and likeplaceflt 
to which tlu>y had been dotail(Ml to work ; one each from the quanr, 
sea-wall, and stone-shed gangs, another from tlie steam-boat when 
being returned from Eandall's Island, and the other eluded a keeper 
in the street while being taken from the court-room to the City Prison, 
to be kept there luitil a writ of habeas corpus was decided, a female 
prisoner being in charges of the officer at the same time. The number, 
though greater than it has been in three previous years, is not ex- 
traordinary, considering the number of prisoners in charge, and the 
places from which the majority went. 

Ten deaths occurred among the inmates in the year, — this includes 
two stiU births, — most of those deceased bringing the disease of which 
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they died into the prison with them, proving the continued general 
healthy state of the institution, which is at all times kept well venti- 
lated and free of every kind of dirt and filth by daily scrubbing each 
hall and cell, and frequent white-washing of the walls. 

His Excellency the Oovemor of the State pardoned only two con- 
victs during the yeilir, but promptly commuted the sentence of forty- 
eight males and ten females upon my certificate of their good con- 
duct, as provided by law. 

The improvements on Eandall's Island gave employment to a gang 
of from forty to fifty-four men kept at the prison there, except in Octo- 
ber and November, while a gang of fifty men went daily to Ward's 
Island for six months and were engaged in grading, quarrying, and 
building sea-wall. The male convicts remaining on this Island were 
mostly occupied as usual in gardening, grading, quarrying, building 
sea-wall and stone-cutting, while others acted as butchers, breadmen, 
cooks, waiters, firemen, drivers, runners, hall-men, and boatmen. The 
number of convicts having a mechanical trade, who could be employed 
advantageously to the Department, was very small, still the tailors 
and shoemakers among them were able to make and repair the 
clothing of the inmates and mend their shoes. The carpenters and 
painters were enough to do what was needed about the premises, and 
also a fair amoimt for other places, including the repairs of simdry 
boats. The blacksmiths, though few, besides doing customary job- 
bing and horse-shoeing, madjB many useful articles for the several 
institutions as well as the Penitentiary', and the promptness with 
which all orders for smith-work were filled reflects credit on Mr. 
William Coughlin, master blacksmith, whose steady attention to 
business and skill are commendable. 

The sewing-room afforded work to a portion of the female prison- 
ers, the wash-house to some, and the others were employed as scrub- 
bers and ordinary domestics. 

The male convicts accomplished 135,309 days' labor in the year, 
and the work of the females amoimted to 23,165 days. 

It is with great regret that I have to notice the accident happening 
to Mr. James Mahoney, master stone-cutter, from a premature blast on 
the 16th of August last, by which he was seriously injured about the 
face, and lost one of his eyes — ^the sight of the otiier it is feared will 



1m dso losit »ai T tmst that it will be recovered, nnd enable Tti m to 
nsaine ilM duties which he had for ao many years faithfully pei- 

Hi8. Ella H. HftUiwcll beatoweri her entire attention to her duties 
SB matron, in nhich she exhibited the same zeal as in former years. 

Mr- B. P. FI. AbeU, promiit in the clespatt-h of business, creditably 
filled the clerkship. 

I have receiviitl the custiiiniiry assistance from the keepers, and 
gaards generally, in conducting the prison, Messi's. William Hossler 
And 'IV>niB^ Ray wood, hall-keepers, rendering nie special aid. Keeper 
John MoOarthy, in bnildiug wea-wull and other mnsonry, has made 
good and BoHd work. 

The spizitiial wants of the convietH were well attended to bv the 
ehaplainB, the lU'v. Zetus Searle and the "Rev. Father Vetter, acting 
tor the Bey. Father Dui-anquet, as also the Bev. Edward Cowler, asA 
bther ministers of the Gospel visiting tlie Island. Divine services 
vere regoWly held on the Sabbath, and trat-ts, with moral newspapers, 
etc., were distributed amoug the prisoners. 

1 take advantage of this opportunity to renew my thanks for many 
acts of kindness received from each individual Commissioner, and for 
the prompt manner in which I have been aided and sustained by your 
Honorable Board in the performance of my duties. 

Tour obedient servant, 

JOHN FITCH, 
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TABLE A. 

The following taile shows the number of male ani female prisoners r&* 
maining on December 31, 1870 / hoto many have been received^ dis 
charged, etc., during the year ; also how many are remaining at this 
date, December 31, 1871. 



PKKnXNTXABT. B. I. 



Benudning December 31, 1870 

Beoeived from Jmavmry 1 to 
December 31, 1871 



Imprijoned during the year. . 



Discharged from January 1 to 
December 31. 1871 



MALES. 



COUBT. 



.s 



483 
1.361 



TransfiBrred tmm January 1 
to December 31, 1871- 



Eloped from Jannary 1 to De- 
cember 31, 1871 



Pardoned firom January 1 to 
December 31. 1871 

Deceased from January 1 to 
December 31, 1871 



Tolal Discharge*.. 



Remaining December 81, 1871 



1,834 

1,336 

1 
38 

3 

6 



1,373 



461 



38 



90 



128 



93 



96 



33 



Poucs. 



S 



8 



S 



FEBfALES. 



COUBT. 



^ 



96 



373 



868 



396 



399 



69 



I 



34 



31 



15 



36 



Polio B. 



S 



1 



636 



1.743 



3,868 



1,757 



38 

3 

10 



1,800 



668 






806 



897 



1,306 



867 



18 



914 



391 



817 



846 



1.16S 



870 



20 

3 
S 



377 



Presents a talmlar statement of mnie and female convicts received fro 
January 1 to December 31, 1871, 



January . 
February. . 
Hwcli .... 

April 

Vaj 

^ane 

Jnly 

August . . . . 
September . 
October . . . 
November . 
December . 



Total 1,354 81 
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TABLE C, 

Presents a tabtdar statement of male and/emale convicts discharged from 

Jantuiry 1 to December 31, 1871. 



Months. 



January 

February .... 

March 

April 

M*y ., 

June 

July 

August 

September . . . 

October 

November . . • 
December . . . 

Totol 



Malks. 


Fbmalxb. 


•*• 


• 

M 

M 


3 


• 

S 


92 


9 


21 


1 


114 


5 


30 


6 


136 


9 


24 


1 


107 


10 


28 


2 


105 


9 


19 


1 


124 


14 


26 


1 


114 


4 


20 


2 


115 


9 


86 


4 


188 


6 


25 


1 


138 


8 


26 


1 


106 


1 


21 


4 


109 


1 


24 


1 


1,378 

1 


91 


300 


25 



Total, 



123 
155 
170 
147 
184 
165 
140 
164 
165 
158 
138 
141 



1,800 



810 



TABLE D, 

Shows the number of convicts pardoned by the Oovemor of the State, or 
discharged by habeas corpus during the year ending Dec. 31, 1871. 



' 


Males. 


Fkmalbs. 




PSMTTEIITIABT, B. 1. 




• 

M 
o 




• 

M 

5 


Total. 


Bv Governor of New York • . 


2 
43 


• • 

• • 


• • 

3 


• • 

• • 


2 


Bv Uabeafl CorDUs •• 


46 






Total 


45 


• ■ 


3 




48 






■ 



TABLE E, 

Shows the number of deaths in the Neio York Penitentiary during the 

year ending Decemhery 31, 1871. 



White 

Black 

Total 



• 

15 


i 

S 

lL4 


6 
3 


1 

• • 


9 


1 



c 



7 
3 



10 
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TABLE F, 

The foUoiving table presents a dassi/ication of the ages of male and 
female convicts from January 1 to Dec. 31, 1871. 



x\0E8. 



Uuder 15 years 

From 15 to 20 years 

20 " 25 

25 " 30 

30 '' 35 

35 '' 40 

40 '' 45 

45 *' 50 

50 * ' 55 

55 *' 60 

60 '' 65 
Over 65 years. 



Total 



No. of 
Males. 

6 

338 

447 

256 

170 

92 

49 

41 

24 

10 

9 

3 



No. of 
Females. 




Total. 



16 


22 


25 


363 


57 


504 


84 


340 


39 


209 


45 


137 


13 


62 


10 


51 


3 


27 


2 


12 


3 


12 


1 


4 


298 


1,743 



rSfafemarf shmnng the Nationalities of the maJe and female emvidx 
received during the year 1871. 



Main. Female*. Total. 



United States.. 
; Germuir 



) Scotland 

} Bvritierland.. 
Deninark. . . . 

8p«in 

IhJj 

Belgium 

Poland 

Cuba 

Portugal 

Sweden 

Holland 

Auitria 

Nova Scotia , . 
West Indira . . 



S 

I 
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TABLE H, 

oing^ the Crimea committed by m>dle and female convicts received 
from January 1 to December 31, 1871. 



CRIMES. 



lurceny 

ipt at petit larceny 

lit and battery 

1 larceny 

ipt at grand larceny 

ing dangeroos weapons 
zzlement 



larceny by trick and deyice. 
ions assanlt 



lerly hoqse 

ent assanlt and battery 



Locy. 
ren. 



It 



•ed convicts 



ction, 



loos mischief. 



Ty, third degree 

ipt at burglary, third degree 

g escape of prisoners 

g lottery tickets 

nating an officer with intent to extort money, 

Hpating in prize fight 

^ as principal in prize fight 

ing concealed weapons 



Males. 



920 

19 

263 

8 

24 

10 

15 

17 

8 

17 

19 

2 

8 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

6 

3 

1 

6 

1 

2 

3 



Females. 



244 

• • 

22 
2 
6 



2 



11 



Total. 



1,164 

19 

285 

10 

30 

10 

15 

19 

8 

22 

19 

2 

19 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

• 

5 
3 
1 
6 
1 
2 
3 
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TABLE B..—CmUinwd. 



Males. FeiBiiles. ToOL 



AtSMult, with ioientto iIcbI ub pickpocket.. 

IMUUrcenj fi-oin Ihe person 

IndecfMit eipiwur* 

Burglnry, third degree .... 

Hedicnl treiklment, charged nitli crfmtt 

Pomcsaine burglara hnplem6nbi 

H«pe 

Asaaull. with lotentM commit rob Wry 

De&auding hutel keeper 

Attempt to rescue prisoner 

Carrying metal knncklea 

AMUult wilh > piitot 

Opentog sealed letter 

Keeping jj^mc of chance 

Selling diseased horse 

Robbery, first degree 
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TABLE I, 

Showing the terms of commitments of the inale and female convicts 
received from January 1 to December 31, 1871. 



Fines, etc., under 1 month 

1 month 

2 



3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 

1 year 

1 year 6 months. . 

2 years 

2 years 6 months. 

3 years 

3 years 6 months 

4 years 

4 years 6 months. 

5 years 



Male. 



7 

199 

224 

198 

249 

48 

404 

7 

3 

9 

1 

2 

69 

3 

7 

4 

7 

1 

1 



Female*. 



3 
65 
75 
36 
47 
13 
62 



TotaL 



10 
254 

299 

234 

296 

61 

466 

7 

3 

9 

1 

2 

75 
3 
7 
5 
7 
1 
1 



Total 



1,445 



298 



1,743 



816 



TABLE J, 

Shomng the education af mole and femcJje convicts received from 

Janttary 1 to December 31, 1871. 



Bduoatxov. 



Read aud write well , 

Read and write imperfectly 
Uneducated , 



Toul 



M^M. 


F«n-«. 


1,084 
128 
233 


108 
6 
184 • 


1,445 


298 



ToUL 



1,191 

134 
417 

1,743 



TABLE K, 

Showing the social condition of the male and female convicts received 

from January 1 to Deceml)er 31, 1871. 



Condition. 



Single . . . 
Married . , 
Widowed 

Total . . 



Males. 


1 

Females. 


994 


104 


419 


139 


32 


55 


1,445 


298 



Total. 



1,098 

558 

87 

1,743 



817 



TABLE L, 



SJunving the number of times thai male and/emole convicts received 
during the year 1871, have been previously committed. 



Tucks Ooiocxttbd. 



First time 

Secood " 

Third " 

Fourth '* 

Fifth '' 

Sixth '* 

Seventh" 

Eighth " 

Ninth " 

Tenth ' ' and upwards 

Total 



Mftlec 


Females. 


1,074 


225 


180 


40 


106 


13 


46 


9 


17 


4 


11 


2 


6 


■ • • • 


4 • 


2 


• • • • 

1 


• • • • 

3 


1,445 


298 



Totid. 



1,299 

220 

119 

55 

21 

13 

6 

6 



• • • • 



1,743 
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TABLE M, 

ShoJV8 the several occujxUions q/" Oie male prisoners received /fJ 
January 1 to Dtivmher 31, 1871, indusive. 




LoUsrrrejiden. 

MmIiIdIMi.".'.'.'.'.','. .V. V. 

Mllkmoii '^''" ''''.'.'". 

eonte:..'..'. 

VniUn 

Puptrdrkl'Ta ... . 
PlMlarrn 

Bkllun 

StooerulWr.. 

HbowDtton 

Ktaoeflnlalien 

SUwudB 

Soginnilwn 

fUwtnsiDlin 

Baliremalifln— 

Tlniirullbm 

WoodtnnnTi . . 
WbMlwrt^U.. 
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TABLE N, 

Shows the different callings and occupations of female prisoners received 

during the year 1871. 



No. 

Children 8 

Cooks 6 

Domestics 262 

Dressmakers 1 

Fur Sewers 1 

Hat Trimmers 1 

Housekeepers 5 



Laundresses 


No. 
I 


Milliners 


.. 1 


Tailoresses 


2 


Seamstresses 


.... 10 


Total 


298 



Recapitulation of elopements during the year 1871. 



MOMTHB. 



Males. 






VI 

n 



FeMAL£8. 



S 






o 
H 



January . . 
February . 
March . . . . 
April .... 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October. . . 
November 
December. 



3 
2 
2 
1 
8 
4 
I 
I 
1 
4 



3 
2 
2 
1 
8 
4 
1 
1 
1 
4 



Total. 



28 



28 



I 



■I 



1 



I 
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FREE LABOR & INTELLIGENCE BUREAU. 



KEPOET OF THE SUPEBINTENDENT. 

f Office of Free Labor and Inteujgence Bureau, 

' Nos. 8 and 10 Clinton Place, 

New York, December 31, 1871. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Board qf.Commissionera cf 

Public Charities and Correction : 

Sir. — ^I have the honor to present the following report of the busi- 
ness transacted at this Bureau for the year ending December 31, 1871. 

During the year there have been fifty thousand three hundred and 
fourteen (50,314) persons, male and female, who have applied at this 
office to obtain employment, of which number forty-three thousand 
and fifty-eight (43,058) were supplied with situations, as by a reference 
to the accompanying tables hereto annexed, marked respectively "A" 
and " B," will more fully and particularly appear. Table "A" show- 
ing the number of applications for employment, the number of appli- 
L eations by employers, and the number of situations famished, males 
'^ and females, in and out of the city for each month of the year ; Table 
I ** B " showing the kinds of employment sought by the applicants, the 
I number furnished to the yarious pursuits therein named, together with 
I fhe grand total for the year. During the year 1870, situations were 
I famished for 34,804. 

Particular attention has been given to the enforcement of that rule 
lequinng seirants, male and female, to bring references with them, 
io be respectful in their language and demeanor, and to faithfully 
; falfil their engagements. 

For violating the foregoing rule, and upon complaints of employers. 






Utat Iwve been tvo liun i in M l and ta^btj-two (SSQ f 

fenale, ezpeOed frooB the office dnrii^the TeaE,cf vlad l^a«« 

For intoxieadioo 41 

For dis^ipoiatiiig empkjea . «C 

For disordeilT oOBdnct 71 JM I 

Foctbefl.. ..' "1^1 

For infMrtiDeDDe to nnplojiD 71 f i 

ToohndloMBi in aftmitkw _. ~ 

IVrfJ . 

Of the aboTe iuiw4c«ti l'19) A»rgei with tbefi, ta <10i 
floarirted, and poniabed, and tat lack ol snfficieot legal jimctf n 
ven mat p roa oftaa j criminaHy, bat vex« expriled frncB tbe o ~ 
•oeomit at Ibe thar ge a made p ^hwt tben. 

Bj uaiataui Tatcbfulneaa, a wttiet pafccc^mt of tb« rul^ 
ptonpl iofitiban of the peoaltT far nola ti a— JhtnaL the j-z 
td Donflnnta baa been materiaBT flficrwed. 

b aDeaanof eo^Janrta iv otm-f>mjmeaA al «,. 
rale of Uw oSoe to eommiuueate with the partJw i 
aodi psTnteirt, tfaroo^ Tbkb ifteeiw tbr mm of fiiv hani)rT>J i 
e^tr-thtve doUan (^83 00) baa faee» eoOetted and paid ■■-■■' I^t^ I 
Uie rear, aad randi iiiiple«aaBt pet^ ffriprtiia aroidrd. T: ■ •■ han J 
been Terv fev hmfocea m which a wTitt«i reqoeM ti) p*T » b^» t 
{ftiled to accomplish it& object. 

In (MSikclasioD, I be^ leave to expreas to the aereral imaah^T^ cd ^ 
Board of CutninsanDere mr thanks for the fc-™**-*™ a&d - -nf. 
viiich thej hare extended to me: the great mooeiB wL:- h l > i 
tended the Bnreaa is ntainlT due to tbeir nJaaUe B&g^*-i: :.- m 
aseistaDce. and to the prompt maoBer ia vhirh ther h«Tt- rv~i-:fnA 
to aQ calls made opon tbem tor sappbes. etc. 3It thanks bT^ xi^.^ dv | 
to the clerks, and attaches of the Bnreaa for the futhfol axul t^& 
manner in which ther have pettanaei their Tanoos dutiea. 

BeopectfaDT, 
^^^ JAMBS DOXAHTB. ] 
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REPORT OF GENERAL STOREKEEPER. 



Store Department, B. I., 

New York, January 1, 1872. 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Board cf Commissionera of 

PvUic Charities and Cchrrection: 

Sir. — ^The usual report of the Store Department for the year 1871, 
with such statements of the transactions of the same as have taken 
place, is herewith presented, the recapitulation of which is as follows : 

Amount on hand January 1, 1871 $43,333 35 

Beceived on requisitions : 

From City $597,533 73 

" Departments 239,473 16 

$837,006 89 

$880,340 24 

Amount distributed $854,566 15 

Balance (stock on hand) 25,472 88 

Loss on stock / 301 21 

$880,340 24 

Trusting the same may meet your approval, and renewing my 
thanks for your continued confidence, 

I am yours respectfully, 

JOHN E. FLAGLEB, 

Oeneral Storekeeper. 
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Balanoesheet of Jocounts at Oeneral Store Department, BlacktoeT 

Island for 1871. 

Amount on hand January 1, 18TI $ 43,333 

** received from City, as per Invoice Book 597,533 

Amount received from Departments, viz : 

Alms-house $11 ,300 37 

Work-house 5,721 72 

Penitentiary 2, 197 50 

Lunatic Asylum 6,947 27 

Charity Hospital 8,556 13 

liandairs Island Nursery 8,841 36 

Ilandall's Island Hospital 34 45 

Infants Hospital 1,749 97 

Inebriate Asylum 2,071 61 

Soldiers* Retreat 12 98 

Heneral Drug Department 21,226 93 

Industrial School 3,257 70 

Hellevue Hospital 575 50 

Ward*s Island Farm 1,992 18 

Rakory 1 16.404 91 

StaMo 2,736 77 

ii.inion 12,900 04 

Island impnn omont 3o 10 

Oloihiiii: Burv^ui 25.941 47 

ii,-k<-hou<o 2.223 56 

Sion^ o\jHMis<^s 122 52 

Smnll-iv^v Hoojvltal 44 62 

.Vsylnm tor lii<,-*no 138 To 

IsL-^r.^i i'.^n;^r»>voraoul. W.-ir.i > I>'..s'id 1 iv* 2'j 

Fox or Hv>^;;:aI o.roT i<^ 

SohvV\-sh;;^ " Morv* ;r\ •^»^6 c 9 



$259,472 
|iS>0.34C 



A':r.i?-^,"»i:5»c 

W^-irk-b.-.:?*? 

F«;:;«:t:arr 

Fonrj^-: fies.se: 









•* * 


I?'?** 


^ ■ 


5r 




j»0 
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Oeneral Store Department. — ConHnned. 

Brought forward $168,367 92 

liimatic Asjlam $122,933 32 

Charity Hospital * 96,931 18 

lUndidl's Island Nursery 39,645 64 

Hospital 29,3T0 69 

Infants Hospital 36,536 41 

Inebriate Asylum 28,084 31 

Soldiers' Retreat 19,T22 80 

General Drug Department 33 46 

Industrial School 22,961 66 

Bellevue Hospital 20,764 86 

Ward's Island Farm 3,302 14 

Incurable Hospital 9,959 50 

BUnd Asylum : 6,210 73 

Steamer " Hope " 1,696 38 

" " Minnahanonck " 7,940 96 

" Bellevue " 5,869 94 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital 9,259 95 

Bakery 112,737 99 

Stable 2,736 77 

Garden 2,107 77 

Island improvement 6,612 51 

Clothing Bureau 25,941 47 

Central Office 1,646 19 

Sales, groceries 3, 766 98 

Gas-house 3,260 57 

Ferry-house, (26th street) 178 99 

City Prison .*.... 6,180 94 

Small-pox Hospital 11,493 04 

Store expenses 1,805 65 

l^ew York Asylum for Insane 1 1,747 21 

Ward's Island improvement 11 9 20 

Fever Hospital 1,622 50 

School-ship * ' Mercury " 33,016 52 

lioss on stock 301 21 

Balance on hand 25,472 88 

$711,972 32 

$880,340 24 



Balance Slieet of Inmates Ixihor for 1871. 



Cr. 



AliBB-houBe I 1,328 40 

Work-house S8,781 70 

PeoiteDtiary 23^40 00 

Charity Hospital 2 80 

Stable 9 6U 

Wttrd's Island Improvemeiit 1,267 60 



Alms-houBe $1,487 50 

Work-house 

Penitentiary 

Lunatic Asylum 3,494 40 

Charity Hospital S,267 00 

Randall's Island Nursery 3,258 10 

" Hospital 2,446 00 

InfanlB Hospital 8,656 40 

Inebriate Asylum 3.500 00 

Induatrial School 4,228 30 

Betlevne Hospital 2,636 70 

Ward's Island farm 975 TO 

lucurahle Hoepital 241 20 

Bakery * 2,633 80 

Steamboat " Belleva« " 1,076 70 

" " MinuahanOQck " 1,608 00 

Stable 9 60 

Garden Bureau 5, 155 50 

Island improTement 11,068 40 

Store expenses 1,555 90 

SmaU-pox Hospital 250 20 

Asylum for Insane 5,119 30 

Ward's Island improvement 1,257 60 
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Inveniory of Oooda on hand in Store, December 31, 1871. 

Dry Goods. 

44 yards Brown Muslin $ 6 60 

1,T87 " Osnaburg do 311 68 

6 " Bleached do 93 

1,513 " Shroud do 158 86 

618 " Awning Stripes 164 60 

324J " Linen Sheeting 113 65 

313 " Burlaps 60 84 

328| " Crash 49 31 

2^ " Huckabuck 64 

338 " Linen Drapery 36 43 

647J " Farmers' Linen 92 30 

280 " Cottonades 42 00 

290 " Black Kersey 47 85 

1,244J " Gray Statinetts 1,44T 99 

1 16 " Fancy Cassimere 113 10 

560 " PlaidLining 88 00 

40 " Tailors' Canvass 2 80 

118J " WhiteDuck 99 09 

15 " Silesia 3 Tl 

1,T00J " Broadway Plaids 35T 10 

J69J " Calico 15 80 

6J " Petersham 6 15 

717 " Nankeens 161 32 

7 " Beaver 2100 

256 " Delaines 51 20 

257 * ' do 64 20 

487 " Fern Check 121 75 

97 " Apron do : 19 40 

138J " White Flannel 41 62 

72J " Blue do 46 97 

38J " Ginghams 6 31 

103 " Twilled Muslin 20 60 

385 lbs. Knitting Cotton 202 12 

65Jyd8. Prison Cloth 137 84 

1,800 " BlueDenims 407 03 

76 " Bunting 27 26 

8 pieces Mosquito Netting 6 73 

Forward $4,642 49 



Parward $4,MS S 

fll,lH Dia. JbomSoBV |S»11S 40 

886 " OndMd V ■. U-8» 

. 488 " ChwtnlElad Sugar U W 

m " Towdand " i MM 

600 " FiM UmI tit ■ 

45 Bii*d>B7> 4t» 

885 lU. BnnnfRja - S 10 

888 " Oo&a 7*:W 

STO " Bnnwd OkA*..; M 80 

4.668 " Bke . (U «8 

1,089 " Barley . •46 gf, 

70 Bushel Peas ,. 1M,9B. 

498 Gallons Vinegar U8 00 

8 Sucks S*U . it 60. 

7 BurrelsOBtmeal...... .,. . « $t. 

Til Um. FwkM J, 118 09. 

869 " ConStanb 88 00 

080 " ORftckan , • 48 08 

888 " OtOM ' lie 90 

115 " Batter 99 90 

5 " Gilmer 109 

80J " Saleratus 2 81 

23 " Allspice 5 18 

lOIi " Starch 8 02 

21 " Chickory 2 10 

846 " Tea 450 32 

506 " Pepper 110 92 

1,286 " Lard 192 90 

30 GaUooB Sperm Oil 54 01 

22 " Neat's Foot 33 85 

28 " Boiled Oil 14 00 

136 " Raw " 93 93 

40 " Lnbricating Oil 30 00 

19 " Turpentine 6 00 

1,518 lbs. Soap 94 68 

10 *' S. W. Soap 5 14 

4,045 " Turtle Stock 202 25 

6 Barrels Pickled Fish 48 00 

42 " Salt Beef 483 00 

Forward 814,428 I 
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Orocebies. — CorUinued, 

Forward $14,428 89 

H Barrels SaltPork $ 22 50 

1,063 lbs. Tobacco 1,900 63 

39 Doz. Brooms 156 00 

22 Only Dust Brushes 15 60 

6 Pope's Head " 6 30 

54 Doz. Window " ; . 44 84 

3,35T lbs. Straw 33 57 

13 Bags Bran 10 35 

155 Bushels Oats 88 24 

169 lbs. Chalk 3 38 

26 '* Lamp-black 5 92 

12 Bath brick 60 

116 lbs. Glue 13 32 

13,392 " Salt Fish 2,541 88 

1,098 Barrels Potatoes 1,6T6 95 

141 *' Onions 246 75 

2,130 " Turnips 639 00 



$17,302 23 



Shoe Findings. 



Forward $17,302 23 

58 lbs. of Shoemakers' wax $ 4 72 

5 J Bushel Pegs 5 60 

\% Sheep, Morocco 10 84 

6 lbs. of Shoe thread 4 93 

48 " " Nails, copper 17 28 

2J Gross of Lasting tacks 10 83 

3t^ Doz. Shoe rasps 15 41 

5^ " patent awl hafts 8 37 

i Gross of Shoe binding 1 75 

6j\ " Peg awls 8 70 

3^3^ " Sewing awls 9 12 

50 Sand stones * 50 

44 lbs. of Shoe nails 4 90 

251 Peg awl hafts 8 70 

134 Sewing " * M 

Forward $17,422 87 



Statiunerv. 

Forward 

t Ream of cap paper ( 17 50 

2 " note " 4 00 

I M. Letlor envelopes. S 00 

4 " DociimeDl ■' 10 00 

7i Doz. lesil p-iufils I 87 

^ " peu-holders 18 

I " memoraudiiiD books 3 00 

1 oulj tnk-stanil 50 

42 Sheela of btoUing paper 3 10 

23 Uottlea of blftck luk 15 95 

55 " red " 8 M 

i-^ Doz. carp t! [iters' peudls 2 75 



II 

Forward $17,190 

20 Sets door bullous | 69 

3 Flush bolla 48 

7 Wood rasps at 5 c. each 3 60 

4 lO-incb half rouud bastard files 2 00 

5 Doz. Saw files (assorted) 15 98 

45 Lba. Saucepaa handles 9 00 

10 Papers Ij lbs. livitsi. 

1 " 14 " " .. 

1 Doz. 6-incb fast bntu. 
J Gross J-inch screw rin 

3 " cbest locks. . . 

4 " wardrobe " . . 

12 Bell cranks, 

} Qfosb kettle ears 

18 " papers brads. . . 

64 Papers 12 oz. tacks.. 

2 " 10 " " .. 

5 " 8 " " .. 
11} Oroas table spoons. . . . 

Forward $17,618 



8 24 

2 UO 



3 00 
6 32 



90 
1 75 
65 31 
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Hardware. — GontiviLed» 

Forward $17 618 79 

3^ Oro88 tea spoons $ 1164 

264 Sheets emery paper 15 46 

3 Pair 6-inch spiral spring bntts 10 50 

2 " 4-inch " *' 4 00 

16 Brass socket castors 3 20 

6,313 Lbs. cut nails 276 19 

45 " wrought nails 3 40 

38 Coal hods 47 00 

9 Crowbars 26 24 

30 Iron bedsteads 150 00 

34 Striking hammers 98 54 

4 Sledge " , 14 50 

2 Hump back pumps 100 00 

16 Doormats 17 60 

123 Lbs. rope 26 26 

56 ' ' coarse twine • 13 44 

184 " rotton stone 9 38 

3 Hospital stretchers 11 25 

3 Gross clothes pins 90 

21 *' screws 5 80 

4 Wash-boards 66 

1 7 Hand-barrows ..... 17 00 

43 Wheel-barrows 107 50 

1 Box 9x13 glass 3 00 

12 Lbs. sail twine 7 42 

4^ Doz. ash shovels 10 33 

77 Tin dust pans 9 62 

8 " hand lanterns 8 00 

13 " bath tubs (small) 6 50 

72 " wash-basins 10 80 

23 " dish-pans 8 05 

74 " dippers 11 10 

91 " cups 9 10 

Forward $18,673 67 




Forward 

n QroBs *hook8 and eyes | 2 08 

i'^ Dcix. spool colton H5S 

5 " unp fronts 12 00 

1-fy ' ' shaving bruahes 8 3T 

J " razors 3 25 

I " barbers' shears 1 89 

^ " ^paiDt brushes IB 62 

1 " *7aa8hloola i 

'^ " *5 ■' " f 8 18 

'A " 1"*°^ combs Ill 

6 " flue " 1 35 

IS " coarse anil flne combs 12 56 

5 ' ' J-iuch tape 1 00 

4 " i " " I 40 

J Gross atpacca braid 3 50 

a " thimbles 6 00 

3^ " knitting needles 2 07 

1 Papers daroing " 26 

20 Orofls porcelain buttons 3 50 

10 " suspender " I 02 

84^ " a22 " 11 86 

11 " rubber " 8 80 

120 Lbs. linen thread 55 21 

6,000 Needles T 98 

112 Gross cotton lace.>4 23 92 

10 Hanks baating cotton 6 00 

4 Razor strops 56 

Clothino and Bedding. 

Forward 

2 Plaid Shawls $ 525 

68 Adult Shroads 13 60 

22 Doi. Boys' Socks 66 00 

11 " Woraens' Stockings 18 15 

950 Seamless Caps 285 00 

2,281 Foraga do 136 86 

Forward 



$18^91 



$19,416 
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Olothino and Bedding. — Oontinued. 

* Forward $lSi,416 66 

118 Hospital Gowns $ 106 60 

150 Overcoats T60 00 

389 Pair of Mens' Shoes 564 05 

194 " Womens' Shoes 261 90 

141 " '* Slippers 100 98 

180 " Boys' Shoes 83 54 

66 *' Girls' do 285 T2 

4 Oiled Coats 4 00 

8 " Pants 8 00 

85 Uniform Pants 219 44 

185 " Coats 222 00 

$22,022 88 



Miscellaneous. 

Forward $22,022 88 

8 Packages of pins $ 5 12 

45 Lbs. of cotton wick 12 81 

31 Bundles of leather laces 20 96 

9^ Doz. of shoe brushes 33 45 

38 Rubber covers 61 10 

2 Doz. root scrubs 6 00 

5 Gross of matches 1 6 50 

68 Lbs. sash cord 45 42 

50 Palm fans 3 00 

2-^ Doz. White-wash brushes 43 71 

1 1 Glass salt-cellars 55 

IT Lbs. yellow ochre 2 04 

10 Horse brushes 1 4 40 

\ Lb. Sponge 50 

9^ Doz. straw hats 14 25 

21 Cords of wood 131 25 

347 Tons of coal 1,923 00 

204 " smiths' coal 123 21 

683 Barrels of charcoal 578 14 

1-j^ Doz. shoe blacking 69 

Provision bills omitted from December account. ... 413 90 

$25,472 88 




Artides supplied from Clothing Bureau during the Year auUng 
December 31, 1871. 
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1^62 

540 

33T .... 

iOO 

48T 

M 

160 


Girls' Chemise. 

" Apronst 

■' DreeMs. 


hU.. 
4.336.. 


■' J«ckeu. 

■' Shirla. 




" Nlght-jfowni. 

Infants Shirla- 


268.. 






" NightgOWM. 


1.079.. 


■' Boy»' Slii«». 






ST*., 


" JacketB. 


18 

IOO 

4.099 

•i,m 

1,150 

666 


■' SuilB. 


6T0.. 
!16.. 
107.. 


" Drawers. 

" Oferehirto. 

" OTcnllB. 


Sheets. 

Pillow C»8e«. 

Bed Tiuks. 


















100 

ion 

117 

100 

1.3S9 


" Ppretda. 

" PillawCaMB, 

BedSpreada. 

Diapers. 


W98, . 

400... 
287 .. . 


" PetUcMto. 

" Ap™™- 

" Night-)! owns. 




" c»p«. 

Strait jRckyta. 

M«ttr>«i Co»er». 




32... 
281... 


i.m 

17 


" Adult 

Table Covere- 




Vrine 




»22,941 4T 



GARDEN BUREAU. 



Garden Bureau, Blacewell's Island, 
New Tore, February, 1872. 

To Ban. Board of Commissioners of 

PvUic Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen. — ^I respectfully submit my Annual Report for the years 
1869, 1870, and 1871, with the following remarks. 

Having been informed that reports have been made to you that the 
amount of labor used by me in this Bureau exceeded the value of the 
crop raised, I deem it only just to myself to state that a large amount 
of the labor charged to me as gardener, was actually used on account 
of Island improvement, such as sodding, grading, etc. I commenced 
grading and sodding in November, 1870, and have graded and partially 
sodded the piece of land lying between the Penitentiary and Charity 
Hospital from river to river. Last spring I took out over two barge 
loads of stone at where I reside, and also done a large amount of 
grading, banking, and sodding. I also graded, banked, and sodded 
a piece of ground lying between the Alms-house wall and the Bake- 
house. This grading was done by Penitentiary men, with the excep- 
tion of three or four Alms-house men, who did the. blasting. At pres- 
ent I am averaging twenty-five men at grading alone, while I have 
but seventeen men picking, barreling, and delivering vegetables to the 
different institutions, and manufacturing and turning manurie. I have 
also several thousand barrels of potatoes in my charge which require 
considerable labor to pick, barrel, and deliver. In the spring of 1871, 
I had to put in all the crop at the Alms-house, in addition to plough- 
ing, drawing the larger part of the manure, and getting the greater part 
of the land ready with my regular Penitentiary help. The laborers 
received from the Alms-house were frequently imable, from disability, 
to perform the work required. Occasionally I had from 9 to 15 men, 
and very frequently none at all, except in the fall, when I had from 
15 to 20 men to top vegetables for the pits. At the Work-hooae I had 



teem 10 to 15 men per day, and they were 2d class men. I &eqQen% 
■entiuen, who were not fit to work in the garden, back to the Work- 
hooae, and they were returned to me with the statement, that thej 
must stay ont whether they worked or not. At tlie Lunatic Asylum 
I had three men some days, five mun ou other days, and very oftai 
but <me man. 

The crop for the past season does not amount to as much as thai 
of tile preceding years, the reason for which is, that on the Work- 
honse grounds the top soil wan removed to the depth of eight or ten 
inohea, and thus rendered unfit for the cultivation of small regetabloa, 
axoepting a small plot, from which I raised about 100 barrels ; I wai, 
ttierefore, comi>elled to crop this land with potatoes, which produced 
■bout 400 barrels. This groimd I had to plough, manure, open drills, 
and dig the potatoes from with my gang of Peuitentiaij men. I tried 
to have the potatoes dug with Work-hoase labor but found they des- 
troyed more than would pay. By direction of your Honorable Board 
I seeded down with grass between three and four acres of good tillable 
loud, tliereby reducing my available land for crops to that extent. 
IVom or about the Ist of November I have not employed any Work- 
honse help, excepting ten days, when I had 12 nicn per day cleaning 
out the hc^-pen at the Alma-house. 1 had assistant gardeners for ths 
year 1871 as follows : Mr. Drew was at the Lunatic Asylnm until the 
5th of July, when he was discharged, and Mr. Eenny took his place, 
where he still remains. Joseph Cummings, from April I4th tuitil Jime, 
when he commenced running the mowing machine on BlackweU's 
Island. He also spent some time on Randall's Island. He was dia- 
chai^ed on the Ist of October. 

If your Honorable Board will examine my reports for the last fovi 
years you will find that the Garden Bureau has been a profitable 
institution, considering the many disadvautf^es under which I labored 

Bespectfullj submitted, 

SAMUEL RUTH, 

Chi^ Qardena. 
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Report (^ Crop grown on BJachw^a Iskaid, season of 1869, hy the Chi^ 
SuperintendeTii of Qarden. Bureau, Mr. Samuel Both, and supplied to 
the Inetituiions of the Commissioners <f Charities and Correction, from 
May 1 to December n, 1869. 
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Iteport of Crop ffrown on BlackiCeB'a Island, Season 
May 1 to November 13, 1870. 
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Report of Crop^ Season cf 1870 — CorUinned. 



Quantities. 



Cbopb. 



136 

100 

19.300 

6.000 

a.ooo 

60.000 

16.000 

6.400 

2.100 

800 

100 

60 



2,000 
ISO 

60 
160 

10 

3,350 
100 

1.500 
GOO 
200 
200 
200 
900 



Boah. 
*« 

Heads 

(4 
<< 
(f 

Bunch. 

HesdB 

Lbs. 
«< 

Bunch. 



Loads 
«« 

Tons 
t( 

Gords 



25 Lbs. 

15 

16 

7 

7 
20 

7 

7 

1 

6 



u 
f< 

4< 
f( 

Bush. 

•( 

(f 



Brought forward 

Scotch Kail 

Celery Oreens 

Soup Cabbage 

White " 

Red " 

Leeks 

Eschalots 

Celery 

Pumpkins 

Squash 

Sage « 

Thyme .' 

Mahubb, Hat, ara 

Manure 

" to Hart's Island 

Stable Hay 

Salt Meadow Hay 

Wood 

Fruit during the year 

Privet to Ward's Island 

Shrubs to •• 

Privet to RandaU's Island 

Cabbage Plants to Hart's Island , 

Cauliflower " •• 

Tomato " " 

Cauliflower Plants to Ward's Island. 
Cabbage " *' 

Skkd on ELuwd. 

Onion 

Beet 

Salsiiy 

Carrot 

Leek 

Curled Parsley 

Radish 

Parsnip 

Bush Bean 

Bef^ee Bean 

Lima " 

Soup *• 

Total Value of Crops 




60 
00 
06 
10 

^Si 

01 
06 
06 
06 
20 
20 



60 
60 

30(10 . 

16 03 
7 60 

10 
26 
10 

H 
01 

Oi 
01 



00 

00 

00 

26 

00 

50 

75 

76 

7 00 

6 00 

UOO 

4 00 



6 
1 

4 
1 
4 
1 



Talue. 



$2,078 60 
62 60 
200 00 
966 00 
600 00 
20 00 
450 00 
160 00 

612 oa 

106 00 
40 00 
20 00 
10 00 



1,000 00 

76 ao 

1.800 00 

3,260 00 

76 00 

260 00 

836 00 

26 00 

160 00 

800 

2 00 

1 00 

200 

4 60 



126 00 
16 00 
60 00 

8 76 
28 00 
80 00 

6 

6 

7 

8 



26 
26 

00 
00 



21 00 
20 00 



$6,830 29 



6,233 00 



6.972 60 



828 26 



$18,843 96 



Export of Crop grown on BlacktveWs Island, Season of 1871, /rom 

May 1 to December 31, 1871. 



Quantities. 



Cbopb. 



215 
1,792 

247 
21,937 

217 

630 
3,781 
1,944 



Doz 

Bush. 
•« 

Heads 

<4 



ISBUED VBOM MaT 1 TO DSOXMBKB 81, 1871 

Asparagus 

Boots , 

Beet Oreens , 

White Cabbsge 

RedCablMgo 

Turnip Cabbage 

Cauliflowers 

Celery 

Carried forward 




26 
60 
60 
10 
10 
10 
26 
8 



Tahie. 



$ 68 76 

896 00 

128 60 

2,193 70 

21 70 

63 00 

696 26 

156 62 



$4,302 42 
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Report of Crop, Seanan of 1871 — Contimird. 
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BAKERY. 



Blackwell's Island, 

New York, December 31, 1871. 

To the Commisaioners of 

Pttblic Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen. — I have the honor to present my Annual Report of the 
Bakery Department for the year 1871. The inventory and statistics 
exhibit the entire proceedings of this Department during the past year, 
and render any extended remarks from me unnecessary. 

Considerable repairs and renovations have been made during the 
year, and the buildings, ovens, and general plans of the establish- 
ment are all at this time in efficient working order and condition. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

ALFRED CHANCELLOR, 

Baker. 



Debit and Credit Account of the Bake-honaefor the year 1871. 

Dr. 

To Liventory, 1870 1 5,382 80 

Store bills, 1871 115,366 39 

Salaries 1,718 00 

Balance 885 90 

Total 1123,353 09 

Cr. 

By Bread and flour supplied 1871 $115,596 83 

Christmas and New Tear's cake 368 76 

Gingerbread, Fourth of July and Thanksgiving 147 70 

Barrels to Cihr 1,905 14 

Cash from officers 118 00 

Sweepings to hogs 192 00 

Yeast furnished to institutions Ill 25 

Malt and hops " 12 37 

Inventory December 31, 1871 4,901 04 

Total ! 1123,353 09 



Return showing the quantities of the various artides used in the 
prvdvction of Bread, 1871. 

t Barrels of flour 14,487 

I Ponnda of meal 15,200 

Sftcks of salt 134 

Bushels of malt 39 

I Pounda of hops . . 506 

f Boshela of potatoes , 35 



FUirB ACCOUNT. 



I 



On hand January 1. 1H71 689 

Received during the year 15,450 

16,139 

Barrels of flour consumed for hrend 14,587 

" " cake and gingerbread 18 

" " distribnted to institutions 1,039 

" " sold to officers 5 

15,( 

On hand December 31, 1871 490 



I 

L3t) 
.6^ 



BREAD ACCOUNT. 

Potmds of bread on hand January 1 6,387 

Baked during 1871 3,697,365 

3,703,752 

Pounds distribnted during 1871 3,698,802 

On hand December 31, 1871 4,850 



The average product of one barrel of flour was 253 pounds 8 
ounces. The average price of bread, as supplied to the institutioos, 
was two cents eight mills and seven-tenths of a mJU, (2 cents 8.7). 

CONSDHFTION OF TUEL. 

Coal 166 tons. 

Wood, old Ittmber, etc 4J cords. 

Gas .' 61,800 feet. 



CITY CEMETE 



Habt's Island, 

New Tobk, December 31, 1871. 

To the Hen. the Board of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen. — As usual I have the honor to submit to your Hon- 
orable Board the annual report of City Cemetery, for the year 1871. 

The total number of burials for the whole year is 3,502. The an- 
nexed table will give you the details of number buried each month, 
and whence they have been received. 

Thirteen bodies have been delivered to their respective relatives, 
for removal, on proper permits of the Board of Health, and seventy- 
three more have been, by order, buried in separate graves, there to 
await the disposal of their friends. 

I remain. Gentlemen, 

Very respectfully, 

LAURENCE DUNPHT, 

Warden. 
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COLORED HOME. 



Colored Home, 

New York, November 1, 1872. 

To the Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correctimi : 

Gentlemen. — There are so few changes from year to year in the 
routine life of a public institution that an annual report must, in a 
great measure, be a repetition of those which have preceded. 

During the past year nothing worthy of special note has occurred 
in the condition of the Colored Home ; the general health of the in- 
mates has been good, and no zymotic diseases have prevailed. 

In almost every report I have called attention to the fact that our 
Hospital Department has two serious defects — ^the want of properly 
regulated diet, and of thoroughly qualified nurses. These defects 
frequently retard, if they do not prevent, beneficial results in the 
treatment of disease. 

It is impossible to make the needful changes upon the present 
pecuniary basis of the Institution, and I refer to the matter again in 
this report to call your attention to a subject which has probably 
escaped your notice. 

For many years the Colored Home was considered simply an Alms- 
house, and the City paid only pauper rates for the board of the in- 
mates. In the year 1866 the fact was represented to you that con- 
siderably more than half of our inmates were hospital patients, who 
were afflicted with such diseases and were generally so debilitated by 
exposure and dissipation that in treating them more than the usual 
outlay was necessary for medicine, diet, and nursing. 

At that time you agreed to allow the Managers of the Colored 
Home what it cost you to support the same classes in the institutions 
under your charge. You accordingly advanced the rate from one 
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dollar per week for each inmate to twenty-six cents per daj for hos- 
pital patients, and to fifteen cents per day for paupers, this being 
about what it then coat jou in Charit)' Hospital and in the Alms- 
liouse respectively. 

You will see by the following table, formed fi'oin your Annual 
Reports, that since the year 1866 it has coBt you coiuiiderably tuon 
^r dieia, especially in your hospitals, than you have allowed ihe 
'Colored Home. 

Cost pel' diem m different Instittcttorui. 



Clurity HMpital 

Bellcvue " . . ., 

Colureil Ilome Gojpital 
Almshouse (Cityi ... 
Colored Home " .... 



SB 0.3 
B3 2.9 



is 1.3 
m 7.3 



16 6.8 
1& 



33 8.T 

n 

18 0.1 
Ifi 



1« 4.ti 16 9.1 



The difference amounts to an average of six cents per day in the 
Hospital Department, and over oue cent per day in the Alma-house 
Departinent for the p«riod of the last four years, making an annual 
aggregate of about four thousand dollars, and a total of about sLsteen 
thousand, which in equity the Home should have received. 

In view, therefore, of the understanding existing between your 
Board and our Managers, in view of the urgent need of those who 
should have been the recipients of greater care, and in view of the 
clear justice of the claim, I would earnestly and respectfeUy solicit 
that you give the matter your serious attention. 

Appended please find the usual statistical tables. 
BespectfuUy submitted, 

SAMUEL WHITALL, 

Resident I*hya%cian. 



COLORED ORPHAN ASYLUM. 



Colored Orphan Asylum, 

New York, December 1, 1871, 

The Managers of the Colored Orphan Asylum present their Beport 
for the past year, feeling that they have especial cause for gratitude 
that their work has been so greatly blessed and prospered. The 
health of the children has been generally good, our schools have been 
well maintamed, and we rejoice that our institution has been a bless- 
ing to so many little ones, physically, mentally, and morally. 

We are glad to inform those who regard our work with interest, 
that we are now, by our charter, able to afford shelter to destitute 
children not actually orphans, but having parents unable to provide 
for them through sickness and poverty, or those who are but a shame 
and a disgrace to them. 

We have been cheered many times during the past year by the 
many encouraging reports of our children which we have received 
from their employers; also by the many grateful and affectionate 
letters written by the children to those who cared for them and in* 
structed them while in the institution. 

During the past year we have placed a high fence on the outside 
boundarj' of the children's play^ound, to screen them more effec- 
tually from pernicious influences. 

We have also placed a fine open balcony on the nursery front, 
where the very young children may have the fresh air and sunlight. 

Some of these children come to us in so feeble a state, that every 
care is needed to preserve life. One case we mention as particularly 
sad — that of a child brought to us by its grandmother, the father 
being in prison for the murder of the mother. Every exertion was 
made to save this child ; but poverty and neglect had done their work, 
and it died in a few weeks. 

We have now in our institution no accommodation for children 
under two years of age, but we look forward to the time when a 
generous public will enable us so to enlarge our work, that we may 
not be obliged to turn from the shelter of our home this very help- 
leas class of infants. 



Admitted since the opening of the Institution, Juno 9, 
1837 

Number of ChiJdrea, December 1, 1870 263 

Since admitted : 39 bojs, 27 girls 66 

Whole number during the year 

ieleased by indenture 30 

trial for indenture 9 

^Mstumod to friends 33 

Left without permission 1 

Transferred to Bellevue Hospital 3 

Deaths 7 



I 



Present number : Boys, 166. Girls, 91 257 

■8 the ages of the children admitted daring 



The following table shi 
the year : — 



6 ftt Iwo V 
10 " thr«e 



10 ' 



il ei^lit years oU. -■ 



1 ' 



Several children who were unable to read, and were too old to be 
admitted under the rule, have been received by special permit of tiie 
Managers, that they may have the advantages of our school 

The health of the children during the last three months has been 
almost uninterruptedly good, and at this time no child is sick in bed. 

The largest boys have been taught to work upon the grounds, and 
in the garden, which has snpplied the family with fresh vegetables 
during the season. The grounds about the buildings have been en- 
riched, and nearly 100 shrubs and ornamental trees have been set. 
The older girls have, as usual, been instructed in housework, and in 
the making and mending of clothes. 

The Sabbath exercises have been continued as heretofore. The 
morning service of an hour has been regularly conducted by persons 
connected with the New -York Sabbath School Association. In the 
afternoon an hour is given to Sabbath School exercises. We are well 
supplied with teachers from the neighborhood and oar own family. 
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Every child that can read well enough learns during the week a few 
yerses from the Bible for their Sunday School lesson. The exercises 
on the first Sabbath of each month are of a general character, con- 
sisting of singing and concert recitations by the children, and ad- 
dresses by ^e^achers and other interested persons. 

The school has been well supplied with children's papers, through 
the kindness of their S. S. teachers and other friends, and the children 
have shown an increased pleasure in reading during the year. 

• 

A number of our former children, whose term of apprenticeship has 
expired, have visited us during the year, showing by their appearance 
that they have been well brought up, and were starting right in life. 
We have also received many pleasant and encouraging letters, both 
from children and the persons with whom they live. 

BespectfuUy, 

O. K. HUTCHINSON. 



TEACHER'S REPORT. 

Number of children taught during the year 281 

" " now receiving instruction 229 

Alphabet class 17 

Spell only 18 

Read imperfectly 31 

" with ease 163 

Definitions 116 

Writing in books 77 

" on slates 119 

from dictation 97 

composition 77 

Reduction of fractions 11 

Simple rules of arithmetic 152 

Mental arithmetic 116 

Gteography from books 77 

" " maps 116 

Physiology 1* 

Of fifty-seven children admitted into the schools this year, includ- 
ing eleven from the nursery, thirty-two did not know the alphabet. 

J. A, PEARSON 






TBTeatJUaX^ WKBOnT for the Y£AB 1871. 

To ike Board i^Memagen^Ae Cdond Orpkan At^/mki 

DEATM. ,^^ J 

PalnotuiT COBvniMpiion, 4 Fulmoaiirj Confliimptfon. 

" wtth Tubtrcular MeiiiugitU. 1 | Tiibei-culap E'critonitia, 

PWUkBM lt£QUIRINa OI'HEB CARE THAN THAT OP 
Varar, Typbcdd, 1 i Snuill-ptix. 

•' i.fa>n»iu«.i I a Uii7pliiti, . 

Fracture it clbovjolnt, 

or mdim. 
SUwiRiiUurd Hernia. . , 

Bmtchid*. 4 Cnrieii, * J 

PMHimoDlft, HI uf bip. I 

n«u4qr, 2 Absciwi. i 

&Oup, 3 , nr TiiK itrit tsti EiH. 

Pnbnonftrf Uoiwnmptiou, il ConjunoUvitU, fninrrhal, 11 

Pbarjngilw, 1 Plilvelemilar, 1 

Qolwj, i PTmil^nt. I 

D7aeiil«iT, It TrachumB, } 

ParitoniU*, Tnbwealfcr, 1 KerBtiUB, j 

Haidiiglti* (t^briin); 1 IriiJs. I , 

Bheunwtiam, 2 Mjringiiu, t | 

In my last annual xeport 1 noticjed the certain prospective fate of ' 
a nnmbdr of taberonlsr oUldrtti. They are all iucluded in the above • 
death record, leaving the oatlock for tlie comiug year more promiaiug. 

The epidemic of measles, thoagh quite seTere, has, nnder the 
general good manftgeioeut aud nursing, shown as yet none of those 
serious pulmonary results which so frequently follow. Most of the 
pneumonias occurre<l in other than measly patients. 

Since last spring very few of the young children have fallen under 
my professional obseiTation. This improvement may be, in part at 
least, attributed to the free tixposure to sunlight and air afforded by 
the new nursery balcony. 

Comparative freedom from diseases of the eye is due, I think, to 
favorable atmospheric influence, as I iind the same immunity enjoyed 
by other public iustituti<ms with which I am prof essionally connected. 

During the summer, a cliild from down town vas attacked with 
fever two days after admission, and in due time developed small-pox. 
Though immediately removed to Blackwell's Island, the disease at- 
tacked three others, who were likewise removed. When convalesoeDt 
they returned to the house. 

Bespectfully, 

WM. FROTHINaHAM. 
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TABLE A. 
DisetuKB treated during the year 1871, according U 
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TABLE B. 

Deaths during the year 1871, according to age and sex. 
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TABLE 0. 
Adtiiissiom, discharges, and Kiimbtr remaining 
Dtamber 31, 1871. 
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